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BTRrA B RARPIEA B TAE

A group of Arab officials is traveling to Libya to witness the
handover of two men wanted in connection with the 1988 Lockbie plane
bombing in which 270 people were killed. Correspondent Scott Bob
reports from our Middle East bureau that UN and Libyan officials say
the handover is to be completed by Tues day.

Senior officials from Egypt ad the Arab League left Cairo Sunday,
traveling first by air to Tunisia and than by land to Tripoli. Officials say
they had been invited to witness the handover of the two Lockbie suspects
who are to be surrendered to UN officials. The suspects there are to be
transported to the Netherlands, a neutral country, for trial. Libya
announced it would turn over the suspects by April 6 during a visit to
Libya two weeks ago by South African leader nelson Mandela. Libya
agreed to surrender the suspects after receiving assurances that their rights
would be preserved if they were convicted and that the sevev-year-old
sanctions against Libya would be lifted. Scott Bob, VOA News, Cairo.

ERNHRAHEH #1484

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif says he is willing to
consider signing the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, but only if the
United States removes sanctions imposed on Pakistan. Mr. Sharif met
with president Clinton Monday at the UN General Assembly . The talks
focused on the nuclear issue but it (they) also dealt with the disputed
region of Kashmir.

The United States imposed sanctions on Paklstan and India after



X H2ZHE MP3

their rivaled nuclear tests in May. Since then the United States has been
urging both countries to sign the treaty.

JELRA AR AR AL

In Kosovo, NATO peacekeepers are confident that the Kosovo
Liberation Army, the KLLA, will disband completely despite missing the
midnight deadline for doing so. KLA negotiators reportedly remain
locked in tense negotiations with NATO peacekeepers. Tim Billet
reports from Pristina, the capital of Kosovo.

Over the past three months, the KLLA has hand-ed in more than
10,000 weapons. On Saturday the rebel army's supporters attended a
parade and rally in Pristina to say a final farewell to the troops they
credit with helping drive Yugoslav armed forces out of Kosovo.

There are options for members who want to help he United Nations
and NATO work for security in the Province. Some have already been
recruited to take part in a new local police force. Many others are
expected to join the Kosovo Corps, a National Guard style group, which
will be lightly armed and trained to respond to natural disasters and other
emergencies. But KLLA concerns over its post-war status have led to this
delay in finalizing their agreement to disband. Tim Billet, for VOA
News, Pristina.

B R A PP RERAREBSIM

Puerto Ricans have voted on whether to alter their island's status
with the United States and petition to become the 51°state. The
referendum pitted state-hood advocates against defenders of Puerto
Rico's status. Michael Bowman reports.

Public opinion surveys in Puerto Rico project a close finish
between the two most popular options: pursuing US statehood, and

2



