


PREFACE

The foreign policy of the National Government of the
Republic of China is based upon the termination of all the
obsolete, unequal and unilateral treaties and the conclusion
of new, equal and reciprocal ones to take their place. The
subjects involved in this general readjustment of China’s inter-
national status are many ; three are of primary and immediate
importance: First, tariff autonomy, secondly, extraterritoriality,
and thirdly, leased territories, concessions and settlements.

During the latter part of 1928, twelve new treaties were
concluded between China and the other Powers. These treaties
recognised China’s right to tariff autonomy. The schedules
of the national tariff went into effect on February 1st, 1929.
The treaties concluded with Italy, Belgium, Portugal, Spain and
Denmark included clauses for the abolition of extraterritoriality
from January 1st, 1930, under certain conditions. New legal
codes will be promulgated during the course of this year and
the Government is prepared to conclude new treaties of
commerce and amity containing similar provisions with those
Powers that have not yet done so.

The treaties to which this compilation is dedicated are
merely the beginning of a whole series of new equal and re-
ciprocal treaties between China and other Powers. They are
the vanguard of New China’s international status of equality.

Y. L. ToNG
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs.

March 20, 1929.
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