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EDITOR’S NOTES

1. China Agriculture Yearbook iz a reference book reflecting the conditions of agricul-
ture, forestry, animal husbandry, fisheries, township enterprises, land reclamation, farm
machinery, water conservancy, meteorology, etc. It has been published hoth in Chinese and
English since 1985.

2.The English edition bases itself mainly on the Chinese edition of China Agriculture
Yearbook 1995 and is supplemented by a few entries and special columns.

3.The English Edition of the Yearbook 1995 does not include the information from
Taiwan Province unless specially siated.
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GENERAL SURVEYS






Crop Farming

1994 was a good vear for agriculture, with
the added value in this sector reaching 823.1
billion yuan or 3.5 percent more than in 1993.
The per unit yield of grain was high; corton
production ended the successive reduction and
assumed the irend of rehabilitative growth; and
the total output of vil-bearing crops, fruits, silk
worm cocoons and vegetables chalked up histori-
cal highs. Good harvests were recorded in all
crops except grain, sugar-bearing crops, flue-
cured tobacco, jute and hluish dogbane and tea.

The total acreage sown to grain crops was
109.5438 million hectares, 1.1333 million
hectares less than in 1993. The toial cutput was
445.1020 million tons, 11.9 million tons less
than in 1993, which itself was a good harvest.
It was still the third best year in terms of per u-
nit yield, next only to 1993 and 1950. Drops
were recorded in the output of &ll early summer
grains, early rice and autumn grains and in such
crops as wheat, corn and rice, the three princi-
pal crops in the country, and in both south and
north, with the north experiencing bigger drops
than in the south. The biggest drop was record-
ed in wheat, wbich accounted for 72 percent of
the total drop.

The main causes for the grain output drop
was the reduction of grain sown acreage and the
per-unit vield. Despite the sown acreage for cot-
ton, oil-bearing crops, vegetables and fruits and
other cash crops was expanded, the reduced
grain acreage led to the drop in rotal output,
which was estimated at 4.5 billien kilograms.

Anocther factor was the serious natural adversi-

ty, which caused the reduction in per-mu (1/15
hectare) output, which was 271 kilograms in
grain, 4.5 kilograms less than in 1993, or 7.5
billion kilograrus in total.

Cotton 5 528 030
hectares, 13.7 percent more than in 1993. The

SOWN acreage was
output averaged 785 kilograms per hectare,
about 2.5 kilograms more than in 1993. The
expanded acreage and higher per unit ocutput
brought the total output of cotten up to
4 340 980 tons or 13.6 percent more than in
1993, The acreage of oil-bearing crops came to
12 081 010 hectares, 1 060 000 hectares more
than in 1993, with the total output reaching
19 896 000 tons, growing 10 percent to hit an
historical high. These included 7 492 000 tons
of rape seeds, growing 7.5 percent, which was
the second hest year in history lollowing 1992.
The output of peanuts hit 9 682 000 tons,
growing 14.4 percent over that of the previous
year, which in itsell was a big harvest year.
The sown acreage for sugar-bearing crops was
about 67 300 hectares more than in 1993 and
the total output reached 73 452 000 tons, 3.7
percent less than in 1993. Among them, the
output of sugarcane dropped 5.2 percent and
sugar beet grew 4 percent. Production of veg-
etables, fruits, silk worm cocoons continued to
grow rapidly. But the preduction of {lue-cured
tobacco, fibre crops and tea dropped. The ag-
gregate of vegetables grew and the varieties
were rich. The sown acreage for vegetables was
606 610 hectares and the total output reached

230 million tons, 17.5 million tons more than
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in 1993. The production of fruits and silk worm
cocoons rose 15.5 percent and 10.2 percent, re-
spectively, over those of 1993.

In 1994, the central authorities strength-
ened leadership over agriculture and rural eco-
nomic work, producing a series of reform mea-
sures. They included the raising of the prices for
grain and cotton, extending the period for con-
tracted land, esizhlishment of grain production
risk funds, giving support to the main grain
producing regions and the economy in the cen-
tral and western parts of the country, accelera-
tion of the construction of “vegetable basket”
projects and reforming of the circulation system
for agricultural capital goods. These measures
played a key role in mobilizing the initiatives of
the farmers and in promoting the development
of the rural economy as a whole. The purchas-
ing prices of agricultural produce in 1994 was
39.9 percent higher than in 1993. The prices
for rice, wheat, corn and soybeans ordered by
the state were raised by 40 percent and the price
of cotton, by 66.8 percent.

The total acreage of cash crops in 1994 was
31 733 300 hectares, 1.8 million hectares more
than in 1993, Of these, the acreage of cotlon
increased by 680 000 hectares; that of cil-bear-
ing crops, by 1.06 million hectares; that of
vegetables, by 6060 670 hectares. Big increases
in acreage were also recorded in fruits and silk
WOTTN COCooNs.

Fine quality agricultural products continued
to grow rapidly. The acreage of fine quality spe-
cial-purpose wheat reached one million hectares,
133 300 hectares more than in the previcus
year. The acreage of rape seeds of low erusic
acid or low sulfurside and rape seeds of both low
erusic acid and low sulfurside reached 1 066 670
hectares, 333 330 hectares more than in the
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preceding year, with the acreage sown to rape
of both low erusic acid and low sulfurside reach-
ing 666 670 hectares,

than in the previous year,

106 670 heclares more
The acreage of
peanuts was also expanded and the quality was
hetter, suitahle [or export. The output of fine
quality fruits reached 11.5 million tons, with its
proportion in the total cutput increasing from 30
percent to about 35 percent.

Ten major techniques were popularized in
the year. They included the fine strains of hy-
hrid rice and hybrid corn, high-yield model cul-
tivation techniques, intercropping mulii-crops
techniques, plastic film covering cultivation
techniques, the comprehensive prevention and
control of plant diseases, pests, weeds and ro-
dents, rice seedling dryland nursing and sparse
transplantation and transplantation by throw-
ing, technigue for ameliorating middle and low
vielding fields, formula fertilization according to
soil types, deep application of chemical fertiliz-
ers, additional application of trace-element fer-
tilizers, seed screening and coating and precision
and semi-precision drilling techniques, and dry
farming and water efficient irrigation tech-
niques. Thanks to the intensified application of
such techniques, the areas of hybrid rice reached
15.6 million hectares, 333 330 hectares more
than in the previous year, the areas of hybrid
corn teached 18.67 million hectares, 360 000
hectares more than in 1993; the cotton acreage
where plastic film covering technique was ap-
plied reached 75 percent of the total, 6 percent-
age points higher than in the previous year, and
the areas under chemical control reached 70 per-
cent. The acreage of peanuts covered by plastic
reached 480 000 hectares, 133 300

hectares more than in the preceding year.

films

The whole year witnessed the implementa-
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