AW AR
N AVAY AW ATE

-

Edited by Stephen Harrison




THE CAMBRIDGE
COMPANION TO

HORACE

EDITED BY
STEPHEN HARRISON

Professor of Classical Languages and Literature,
University of Oxford, and Fellow and Tutor in Classics,
Corpus Christi College, Oxford

CAMBRIDGE
% UNIVERSITY PRESS




CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2rU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521536844

© Cambridge University Press 2007
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2007
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-83002-7 hardback
ISBN-13 978-0-521-53684-4 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for
external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.




For Robin Nisbet
sedecim lustris functo
21 May 2005



CONTRIBUTORS

ALESSANDRO BARCHIESI is Professor of Latin at the University of Siena at Arezzo
and also teaches at Stanford University. He is the author of books on Virgil and
Ovid, including The Poet and the Prince (1997) and Speaking Volumes (2001), of

a commentary on Ovid Metamorphoses 1~2 (2005), and of many articles on Latin
literature.

GREGSON DAVIS is Professor of Classical Studies and Literature and Andrew W.
Mellon Professor of the Humanities at Duke University. His books include The
Death of Procris (1983), Polybymnia: The Rhetoric of Horatian Lyric Discourse
{(r991) and Aimé Césaire (Cambridge University Press, 1997).

ROLANDO FERRI is Associate Professor of Latin at the University of Pisa; he is
authar of I dispiaceri di un epicureo on Horace’s Epistles (1993) and of a major
commentary on the pseudo-Senecan Octavia (Cambridge University Press, 2003).

KARSTEN FRIIS-JENSEN is Associate Professor of Medieval and Renaissance Latin
at the University of Copenhagen. His books include Saxo Grammaticus as Latin
poet (1987) and Peterborough Abbey (library catalogue, with James Willoughby;
2001}. He has written several articles on the medieval reception of Horace.

JASPER GRIEFIN is Emeritus Professor of Classical Languages and Literature at the
University of Oxford and Emeritus Fellow of Balliol College. He is the author of
books on Homer and Virgil and of Latin Poets and Roman Life (1985).

STEPHEN HARRISON is Fellow and Tutor in Classics at Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, and Professor of Classical Languages and Literature in the University of
Oxford. He is the author of a commentary on Virgil Aeneid 10 (1991) and editor

of several volumes including Homage to Horace (1995) and A Companion to Latin
Literature {2005).

GREGORY HUTCHINSON is Professor of Greek and Latin Languages and Literature
at the University of Oxford. He has written a commentary on Aeschylus’ Seven



CONTRIBUTORS

against Thebes (1985), and Hellenistic Poetry (1988), Latin Literature from Seneca
to Juvenal: A Critical Study (1993), Cicero’s Correspondence: A Literary Study
(1998) and Greek Lyric Poetry: A Commentary on Selected Larger Pieces (2001).
He has just completed a commentary on Propertius Book 4.

ANDREW LAIRD is Reader in Classics at the University of Warwick; he is author of
Powers of Expressions, Expressions of Power (1999), editor of A Companion to
the Prologue of Apuleius’ Metamorphoses (2001, with A. Kahane) and of Ancient
Literary Criticism (2006), and has written widely on Latin and neo-Latin literature.

MICHELE LOWRIE is Associate Professor of Classics and Co-director of the Poet-
ics and Theory Program at New York University. She is the author of Horace’s
Narrative Odes (1997) and of a wide range of articles on Latin literature, and

is currently working on a book entitled Writing, Performance, and Authority in
Augustan Rome.

MICHAEL McGANN is former Professor of Latin at the Queen’s University of Belfast.
He is the author of Studies in Horace’s First Book of Epistles (1969) and of a
number of articles on Latin and neo-Latin poetry.

JOHN MOLES is Professor of Latin at the University of Newcastle. He is the author

of a commentary on Plutarch’s Life of Cicero (1988) and of many articles on
Roman literature and culture.

DAVID MONEY is Director of Studies in Classics at Wolfson College and Hughes
Hall, Cambridge, and formerly Senior Lecturer in English at the University of
Sunderland, and author of The English Horace: Anthony Alsop and the Tradition
of British Latin Verse (1998). He has been involved in editing a number of neo-
Latin texts and has written extensively on neo-Latin poetry.

FRANCES MUECKE is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Sydney. She
is the author of A Companion to the Menaechmi of Plautus (1987) and of a
commentary on Horace, Satires 2 (Warminster, 1993). Her wide range of articles
on Latin literature includes a major piece on Horace’s language and style for the
Enciclopedia Oraziana (1997) and extensive work in neo-Latin.

ROBIN NISBET is Corpus Christi Professor of the Latin Language and Literature
Emeritus at the University of Oxford. His books include commentaries on Horace
Odes 1 and 2 (1970 and 1978, with Margaret Hubbard) and on Odes 3 (2004,
with Niall Rudd), and his Collected Fapers on Latin Literature (1995).

ELLEN OLIENSIS is Associate Professor of Classics, University of California at
Berkeley, and the author of Horace and the Rhetoric of Authority (Cambridge

xi



CONTRIBUTQORS

University Press, 1998) and articles on Latin poetry. She is currently working on a
book entitled Freud’s Rome: Psychoanalysis and Latin Poetry.

RICHARD RUTHERFORD is University Lecturer in Classical Languages and Liter-
ature at Oxford and a Student and Tutor of Christ Church. His many publications
include The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius: A Study (1989), a commentary on
Books 19 and 20 of Homer’s Odyssey (Cambridge University Press, 1992), The
Art of Plato (1995), and Classical Literature: A Concise History (2005).

RICHARD TARRANT is Pope Professor of the Latin Language at Harvard Uni-
versity. His publications include a commentary on Seneca’s Agamemnon (Cam-
bridge University Press, 1976), a commentary on Seneca’s Thyestes (1985), the
Oxford Classical Text of Ovid’s Metamorphoses (2004) and a wide range of

essays on Latin literary topics. He is currently working on a commentary on Virgil
Aeneid 12.

RICHARD THOMAS is Professor of Greek and Latin and Head of the Department of
the Classics at Harvard University. His books include a two-volume commentary
on Virgil’s Georgics (Cambridge University Press, 1988), Reading Virgil and His
Texts (1999) and Virgil and the Augustan Reception (Cambridge University Press,
2001). He is currently working on a commentary on Horace Odes 4.

LINDSAY WATSON is Senior Lecturer in Classics at the University of Sydney. He
is the author of Arae: The Curse Poetry of Antiquity (1991), A Commentary on

Horace’s Epodes (2003) and, with P. Watson, Martial: Select Epigrams (Cambridge
University Press, 2003).

xi1



PREFACE

I would like to thank all the contributors cordially for their hard work
and good humour through the long editorial process. Contributors have
of course been left free to convey their own scholarly views; there has been
no imposed editorial ideological line, and attentive readers will find disagree-
ments between contributors on such matters as translation (e.g. of the phrase
carpe diem) and on the identity of Horace’s addressees (e.g. the Albius of
Odes 1.33 and Epistles 1.4 or the Vergilius of Odes 4.12).

I would also like to convey my warm gratitude to Michael Sharp and his
team at Cambridge University Press, first for offering me the opportunity to
undertake this volume and then for their kindness and patience in the course
of its preparation, and to Jo Bramwell for her efficient copy-editing.

It is perhaps unusual for a volume to be dedicated to one of its contributors,
but the immense contribution of Robin Nisbet to Horatian studies, the great
personal and scholarly debts owed to him by the editor and several of the
other contributors, and the happy coincidence of his eightieth birthday with
the latter stages of this book’s assembly make him its natural dedicatee.

STH

December 2005

xiii



CONTENTS

Contributors

page X
Preface xiii
Introduction 1
STEPHEN HARRISON

PART I: ORIENTATIONS

Horace: life and chronology 7
ROBIN NISBET
Horatian self-representations 22
STEPHEN HARRISON
Horace and archaic Greek poetry 36
GREGORY HUTCHINSON
Horace and Hellenistic poetry 50
RICHARD THOMAS
Horace and Roman literary history 63
RICHARD TARRANT
Horace and Augustus 77
MICHELE LOWRIE

PART 2: POETIC GENRES
The Epodes: Horace’s Archilochus? 93

LINDSAY WATSON

vii



I0

IX

I2

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

viil

The Satires
FRANCES MUECKE

The Epistles
ROLANDO FERRI

The Ars Poetica
ANDREW LAIRD

CONTENTS

Carmina: Odes and Carmen Saeculare

ALESSANDRO BARCHIESI

PART 3:

Philosophy and ethics
JOHN MOLES

Gods and religion
JASPER GRIFFIN

Friendship, patronage and Horatian sociopoetics

PETER WHITE

Wine and the symposium
GREGSON DAVIS

Erotics and gender
ELLEN OLIENSIS

Town and country
STEPHEN HARRISON

Poetics and literary criticism
RICHARD RUTHERFORD

Style and poetic texture
STEPHEN HARRISON

PART 4: RECEPTIONS

Ancient receptions of Horace
RICHARD TARRANT

POETIC THEMES

105

I21

I32

144

165

181

195

207

221

235

248

262

277



21

22

23

24

CONTENTS

The reception of Horace in the Middle Ages
KARSTEN FRIIS-JENSEN

The reception of Horace in the Renaissance
MICHAEL McGANN

The reception of Horace in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
DAVID MONEY

The reception of Horace in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
STEPHEN HARRISON

Dateline of works and major political events
Works cited
Index

291

305

318

334

347
349
379

ix



STEPHEN HARRISON

Introduction

This volume

The last major synoptic treatment of Horace’s whole poetic output was
Eduard Fraenkel’s Horace (1957). A half-century later, the current Compan-
ion cannot hope to rival Fraenkel’s volume in substance, individuality and
consistency of vision, but its form of twenty-four chapters by twenty-one
different scholars reflects the increased specialism and diversity of modern
Horatian scholarship. A vast variety of topics in Horatian studies is investi-
gated in detail in the more than one hundred items on the poet now appearing
annually according to the records of L’Année Philologique, and it is arguably
no longer possible for a single scholar to command the whole range of argu-
ments and issues. Nor is this volume exhaustively encyclopaedic, in the man-
ner of the splendid Enciclopedia Oraziana (Mariotti 1996-8), perhaps the
most valuable product of the bimillennium of Horace’s death, to which much
reference is made in our individual chapters. This Companion aims to give
a lively survey of the state of play in Horatian studies in the first decade of
the twenty-first century in a manner which will be useful to students and
scholars in other disciplines as well as to scholars working in the field of
Horace.

The structure of the volume begins with ‘Orientations’, which set the back-
ground for Horace’s poetic achievement. We commence in conventional style
from the poet’s biography. In chapter 1, Robin Nisbet gives us what can
be known or inferred about Horace’s life and career, information which
is gathered almost wholly from his poems; in chapter 2, Stephen Harrison
duly reminds us that poetry is not always a straightforward autobiographical
source, and that Horace’s self-presentation can be fantastic and conventional
as well as realistic.

The second section of ‘Orientations’ provides an introduction to the reper-
toire of poetic and political knowledge needed by the modern reader in
approaching Horace’s work. The importance of Greek poetic models is
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crucial, both archaic Greek poetry in the lyric and iambic genres (treated
in chapter 3 by Gregory Hutchinson) and the aesthetics of brevity and pol-
ish of the Hellenistic period (discussed by Richard Thomas in chapter 4).
At the same time, Horace’s context in Roman literature is also fundamen-
tally important, both in his reactions to predecessors such as Lucilius and
Lucretius and in his interactions with his contemporaries Virgil and the
elegists (the subject of Richard Tarrant’s chapter 5); another central con-
temporary interaction is that with Augustus and his political framework,
both through and without the patronage of Maecenas, dealt with by Michéle
Lowrie in chapter 6.

The second section of the volume looks at the individual Horatian poetic
genres, beginning with chapter 7, on the early and difficult iambic Epodes,
by Lindsay Watson. Chapters 8, 9 and 10 separate out Horace’s three enter-
prises in sermo, ‘colloquial’ hexameter poetry ~ the early Satires, treated by
Frances Muecke, the middle- to late-period Epistles, discussed by Rolando
Ferri, and the Ars Poetica, usually seen as Horace’s last work, here deait with
by Andrew Laird — while in chapter 11 Alessandro Barchiesi turns to the
Odes, the middle- to late-period lyric work usually seen as the culmination
of Horace’s poetic career, and the Carmen Saeculare, Horace’s only known
work of public commission for the religious festival of the Ludi Saeculares
in 17 BC, which is now receiving renewed scholarly attention.

The third and longest section looks at a range of topics and themes of par-
ticular importance in Horace’s poetry. Ethics are never far from the surface
in Horatian verse, and John Moles in chapter 12 surveys the importance of
philosophy in general for his work, stressing the range of schools alluded to
(not just Epicureanism). In chapter 13 Jasper Griffin points to the importance
of gods and religious themes in Horace, arguing that the literary aspect is
especially important and that the more elevated the genre the more frequent
divine appearances are. In chapter 14 Peter White considers the key topics
of friendship and patronage, to some extent co-extensive in the world of
Horace and Maecenas, looking at the careful Horatian focus on and elabo-
ration of social relationships as a literary theme. Gregson Davis in chapter 15
tackles the subject of wine and the symposium, showing its key relationship
to Horatian value-systems and literary interests. In chapter 16 Ellen Oliensis
scrutinises Horace’s presentation of issues of gender and erotic desire, Horace
being an elite male writing for other elite males; Oliensis stresses the general
lack of significant female figures in his poetry and the largely stereotypi-
cal presentation of the objects of elite male desire. In chapter 17 Stephen
Harrison treats the topic of town and country, relating it to Roman cultural
systems and to philosophical ideas, and considering it as the locus of both
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moral virtue and proper pleasure. In chapter 18 Richard Rutherford surveys
the ideas about literature and its function which form a continuous focus for
Horatian poetry, especially in the Odes and literary Epistles; this is paired
with chapter 19, in which Stephen Harrison shows some of the key features
of Horace’s own literary style, looking in detail at three poems from three
different genres.

The final section presents five chapters on reception, which as elsewhere
in classical studies is achieving a higher profile in contemporary scholarship;
these chapters seek as a whole to give a continuous sketch of the afterlife of
Horace’s poetry, concentrating on English among the vernacular languages.
In chapter 20 Richard Tarrant considers the reception of Horace’s poetry
from immediate reactions through the high Empire and late antiquity to a
final coda on the Carolingian period; in chapter 21 Karsten Friis-Jensen takes
up the story in the high medieval period, looking at the commentary tradition
and its impact on the medieval view of Horace as well as literary appropria-
tion in Latin; in chapter 22 Michael McGann takes us from Petrarch to Ben
Jonson via Ariosto, looking at Horace’s impact on poetry both in neo-Latin
and in the vernacular languages in the Renaissance. Two further chapters
fill out the picture: David Money (chapter 23) looks at the rich tradition
of Horatianising neo-Latin in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in
Britain, Europe and the New World, while Stephen Harrison (chapter 24)
covers the impact of Horace, still at the centre of the educational system, on
poetry in English (including the USA and New Zealand) in the nineteenth

and twentieth centuries, with some glimpses at ongoing Horatian imitation
in the twenty-first.

Bibliographical resources

Each chapter is equipped with a paragraph pointing to items of further
interest on its topic, but here I list a few general bibliographical resources.

Editions, commentaries and translations currently available

[(a) Satires, (b) Epodes, (c) Odes and Carmen Saeculare, (d) Epistles and Ars
Poetica)

Latin texts: all works in Shackleton Bailey (1984); (b) and (c¢) in Rudd
(2z004); (b) in G. Lee (1998). Free online texts of all the works can be found
at http://www.thelatinlibrary.com/hor.html.

English translations: (a) and (d), Rudd (1979b); (b} and (c), D. West
(1997), Rudd (2004); (b) G. Lee (1998)
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Commentaries:

(a) Book 1: P. M. Brown (1993); Book 2: Muecke (1993)

(b) Mankin (1995); L. Watson (2003)

(c) Book 1: Nisbet and Hubbard (1970); D. West (1995). Book 2: Nisbet
and Hubbard (1978); D. West (1998). Book 3: Nisbet and Rudd (2004);
D. West (2002). Book 4: Putnam (1986)

(d) Book 1: Mayer (1994); Book 2 and Ars Poetica: Rudd (1989); Brink
(1963, 1971, 1982).

Bibliography and collections of material

The massive Horatian bibliography for 1936—75 in Kissel (1981) and its
supplement for the years 1976—91 in Kissel (1994) are both valuable.
See also the survey of Horatian bibliography for the years 1957-87 by
Doblhofer (1992). Much good material is now available on the internet (see
e.g. <http://www.lateinforum.de/pershor.htm>); especially useful for recent
work is the sequel to Kissel (1994), covering the years 1992~2005, published
online by Niklas Holzberg in early 2006 at <http://www.psms.homepage.
t-online.de/bibliographien.htm>. Very full bibliographical listings are to be
found in the already mentioned Ernciclopedia Oraziana (Mariotti 1996-8),
which is always worth consulting if a copy is available.
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Orientations
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