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Foreword

This book is designed for English-speaking students of Russian who have worked through
an elementary course of Russian and want to continue their study of the language with or
without a teacher.

The aim of the book is to help the student to grasp one of the most important points
of Russian grammar-the so-called “verbs of motion”-and to show how they function in contempo-
rary Russian.

Verbs of Motion in Russian consists of two parts, which differ from each other both
in their content and length.

Part I contains exercises arranged according to a definite system. These exercises will help
the student not only to understand the meaning and uses of the Russian verbs of motion, but
will also give him an opportunity to use them in speech if his aim is to master the spoken
language.

The exercises included in Part I deal with verbs of motion used in their literal mean-
ing. Cases of figurative usage are -dealt with only when the verbs concerned occur as part of
set phrases common in colloquial Russian.

Exercises in observation are followed by notes, elucidating the characteristic features of the
points under consideration.

To promote the correct use of verbs of motion in speech, Part I includes pictures, short
texts (taken from newspapers, magazines and collections of humorous stories) and various
communicative exercises based on the system suggested by E. 1. Passov.*

Part II contains texts (excerpts from works of literature) incorporating verbs of motion and
pictures illustrating their usage. The purpose of these texts and pictures is to enable the student
to analyse the meaning and usage of verbs of motion on the basis of the knowledge
gleaned from the material studied in Part I and to develop his speaking skills.

The Appendix contains:

1. Tables of the formation, stress patterns and the main uses of the verbs of motion.

2. Methodological directions for the teacher, dealing with the points most important for a
correct understanding of the verbs of motion and, consequently, for their correct usage.

3. A key to the most difficult exercises and texts.

All criticisms and suggestions as to how to improve this book in future editions are welcome.
They should be forwarded to 103012, Mocksa, Cmaponanckuii nepeyaok, 1/5, uzdameavcmeo
«Pyccruti A3BIKY.

* E. H. ITaccos. YcnoBHO-peYeBbie YIIpaXHEHUs U (POPMEPOBAHMS IPAMMATHIECKHX HAaBBI-
kxoB. M.-JI.: IIpocBenenne, 1978.
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Part |
EXERCISES

The Lexical Meaning
of the Verbs of Motion

Nara JleTétn
ExaTts IIneiTe
Bexires Ioisth
Bpectii  Jlests

Exercise 1. Look at the pictures. Note the verbs used in Russian to denote movement
of people.

.

OH wunér. On éner. OH 6exur.

= AR

OH ILTBIBET. OH moJ3éT.



s
D
Ao

Ox nerur. On néser.

L. .
Hnria—éxars

Exercise 2. Read through the sentences. Consult the note below and explain the use of
the verbs womi and éxamo.

(a) 1. [To TpommHke uaer xéHmmHA 1. CrdpmeMy mo KOMAHAE MOJIOKEHO

C KOp3UHKOML.... (3. Cmaeckuii) B KabuHe éxarb.... (K. Cumonos)

2. 4 cMoTpro, XKaKk jerk0 u cmo- 2. {omoi Mapiis Bepuyiack mO3IHO,
KOiHO Bitibka uaér x moesmy, no3BoHwaa oruy: «Ildma, s ény B
a g0 mde3na eMy HECKOJBKO MockBY pYKOBOOMTENEM MIEJIETA-
maros.... (3. Cmascxuii) U,

3. 1 wén pamom c¢ Bapeapoit 3. Em€ 6wu1 B Barome Koémbka.. On
I1dBnOBHOM M TYMAI O €€ CHIHE. OLLT pAHeH M Teméph €Xaml B OAJb-
(Ba. JItoun) HUH THUI JUIS OCHOBATENHLHOTO Jieué-

aus. (B. Ilanosa)
(b) 1. Tennox6x méxn B HoBocubupck. 1. ITo mBLILHOM AOpOre €xai TPAKTOP.
2. Ilmu v mom HAa GpoHT moesmd. 2. OcropdxHo! Mamnina éner.
I'yaxamu TpeBOXKHIM PAHHAMH.
(E. Eemywmiénko)

Note—(a) The verb marit is used with respect to a person only if the
person_concerned is moving along on foot, e.g.: On unmér no amnée. —Kynd
Bol Hpére?-B marasin. If a person is using some means of transport, we
say: OH énmetr B ropon na aBTobyce. OH éner BepxOM.—Kynad Ber éaere?— Mul
énem B Bpecr.

(b) With respect to the movement of means of transport we say: ABTO06yC
(mée3n...) npér and, less frequently (particularly in answer to the question
Kyna?): ABToOyc (ndesnd...) €ner.

With respect to air and water transport the verb éxars is never used;
we say: Camonér setar (ua€t) B HoBocubipck. TemmoxOm mubBET (MIET - on
a route) B Actpaxanp or: Cmorpute, BoH JieTUT camMon€r! ITo peké mibIBET
TEIUIOXO.
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Exercise 3. Look at the pictures and answer the questions.

Omn ényt nmm uayr? On unér wm éner?

o>

AN

Omn wayt wm ényr B Kien? On mzaér wmm éner B Kiten?

Exercise 4. Contradict the statements below, using the words in brackets in your sentences.
Write down the new sentences.

Model: — On éner B Jlenmurpan (8 Ilerpo3aBOick). )
— Her, on éner ve B Jlenunrpan, a B IleTpo3aBOnck.

1. Anekcannp éner B barymu (B Cyxymm). 2. ITH HHXEHEPH €QyT B KO-
MaHaupOBKY (B Otmyck). 3. UpfiHa émer k matepu (k cecrpé). 4. Huxondii
HBdnoBuu éner B OaHk (B mMuHHCTEpCTBO). Pomirenn Mrops émxyt Ha KypoOpT
B bomrdpuio (YexocaoBakuro).

Exercise 5. Read through the dialogue and retell it in your own words, paying attention to the
use of the verbs uomi and éxamo.

HlyTka

— Kyna te1 upémin?

— Eny priOy JIOBATH.

— Kax énemip? Bens ThI memxOM WOEMIb, @ B PyKax y Tebfi He YOO4-
Ka, a Koca. 3HAYUT, Thl HAEINb CEHO KOCHTH.

— Hy, a écim TBI BAIMINB, KyJId s UAY, 3a4€M CIpAlTUBACHIb !



*Exercise 6. Answer the questions, using the verbs udmi: and éxams. Write down your answers.

Model: — Antéxa HaxOmuTCa B KOHIE Bamedl yuumel. Bel uaéte win émere
Tyna? '
— S nuny, a He éxy, MOTOMY YTO anTéka HaXOOUTCS HEOAIeKo.

1. Bei—uHOCTpaHHBIA TypHCT. Bol unére mm énere B CCCP?

2. Jlom Bamero apyra HaxOmWICS PANOM C BAalUUM AOMOM. BB HIgte
mwm énere k apyry?

3. Bol xuBére Ha okpdmue ropoga. CerdmHs BaM HYXHO GEICTPO MONACTD
B LEHTp ropoja. Bel unére fmm énmere tyma?

4. JIo TtedTpa moyMacad xoapOrl. BpéMenu y Bac nocrdroudo. Bel uzére
wm énere B Tearp?

5. BaM HYXHO MONACTh C BENIAMH B a’poONOpPT, KOTOPLIH HaxXOmUTCS B
IECATH KUJIOMETpax oT ropoja. Bet mnére vum énere Tyna?

6. Bpaull mocoBéTroBamM BaM OTIOXHYTh Ha MOpe. Bol uuére fm émere
K MOpro?

Exercise 7. Complete the sentences, using the verbs éxams and uomil.

1. lo ropoma najexkd, mo3ToMy MbI .... 2. Jlo craaumdOHa Heganekod, Io-
3ToMy OH ... 3. Jlo néma Moerd npyra NATh MHHYT XOABOEI, HO3TOMY
g .... 4. Jlo 6mmxaiimero teserpada maTh TPOJUIEHOYCHBIX OCTAHOBOK, MIOSTOMY
BaM Jyuire ... 5. Jlo xené3noit nopoéru 35 KM, NO3TOMY KOJXO3HMKH

Exercise 8. Answer the questions, using the verbs uoms# and éxams in your answers.

1. 3npédscrByiire! Kyna Bel Tak cmeumarte? 2. Kymd nsikercs 5ta Tonmd?
3. Kak BB mymaere, Kyld HampaBiISeTcd MOJOJEXb, KOTOpas HAXOOUTCH B
cocémueM kyn€? 4. K kakOMy caMoJIETy HalpaBifieTcsi 3Ta Trpynma Typacro?
5. Kyna cnemsr opuimadsT ¢ nogadécomM? 6. Bl He 3HAeTe, KyIA HanpaBIAIOTCS
Ha TPy30BHKAX 3TH paboume? 7. OTKyOa BO3BpAIUAETCA 3Ta Ipynma TypUCTOB?
8. Kynd posppamidiorcs crynénthl mociae kamikyn? 9. Kymd HampapisioTcs
3puTenu nocne KuHO?

*Exercise 9. Copy out the sentences, filling in the blanks with the verb womi or éxamw
in the correct form. Point out possible variants, if any.

1. TTaccaxwupel jToro moéespa .. Ha Ypan 2. Ham noesn ... B UpKyTck.
3. 5 ... B aBTO0yce u BCE BpéMsA CMOTpEN B OKHO. 4. Bel xoTdTE ... memKOM?
Ho no Oubmaorékm emé dereipe ocranOBku! 5. Mil omdsmpiBaeM B TE4Tp,
no3ToMy Mbl .. Ha Takch. 6. Mel .. B MockBy yuirbea. 7. o nénrpa
répona nanekd: HYXHO ... moxropa 4acd, 8. Kak OBICTpO ... 5TH mOXApHBIE
Mamiael! 9. Annpéit ... B kabiHe rpy3oBHKA psaoM ¢ modEépom.

* Exercises marked with an asterisk (*) can be checked with the Key at the end of
this book.

10



Memorise: O wéM uaér peus?
Kak Bam uzmét 5T0 midthbe!
OH XOmUT B CHOPTHABHOM KOCTIOME.

Exercise 10. Compose three sentences incorporating the verb udmi and three sentences incor-
porating the verb éxams.

HNnpti-Opecri

Exercise 11. Read through the sentences in the left- and right-hand columns. Consult the
note below and analyse the use of the verbs uomii and bOpecri, and xooimos and 6podime.

(a) 1. HaBcrpéuy mHam wupmér rpynma 1. Hascrpéuy Ham Opemyt c Msa4oM

DIKOILHEKOB. Pebsita uayt Bé- yCTaJble, 3anbUIEHHBIE pebsita. MaTy
Ceno, ¢ IECHAMH. 6bUI, HAB&PHOE, TPYITHBIMA.

2. Ter Bpéms Ovens Orrctpo! A 2. Uto TH Openéinb Tak MEATIEHHO?
ycran 6exdTh 3a TOOOH. 3anymancs o 4éM-BUOYIH?

3. Kto npér psnoMm c Bimmm o1- 3. Kto Tam O6penér B KOHUE yauiel?—
noM?-3TO erd 3HaKOMBIH. Kaxoii-To0 cTapik.

(b) 1. Buepa Bech nenp 1 xomun mo 1. Bece mens s 6pomun mo roépoay

KHIDKHBIM MarasfiHaM. cBOErd OETCTBA.

2. C xém sro xoaut Hina?-310 2. IloueMy BB HM4EM HE 3aiiMére ne-
I'ina ITerpéea, BEI €€ He y3HA- TéH, oHn OpoOmsaT Oe3 néma?!
am?

3. Cepréit mobut xomiars 6bicTpo. 3. Cepréit mobur Opomiare mo cra-
' pEIM yiHMmaMm ropoja.

Note.—~Unlike the verb umrh, the verb Opectin has the additional meaning
“to move slowly (as when taking a walk or because of fatigue), often without
a set purpose”, e.g.: IIpoxOxue JeHMBO OpeayT 1o pacKajnéHHBIM YjMIAM
ropona. On Openér kyaa rmasd rusmar. (i.e., he is walking without knowing
where, without a set purpose).

Unlike the verb xomats, the verb 6pomite is either used as a synonym
of rynéTe or has the meaning *“to move in various directions without a set
purpose”, e. g.: On mobut 6poaiTh ( =ryaiaTh) no 6épery pexi. Uto Tl 6pOIUIIL
u3 yrid B yron?!

The verbs xonuTth and OpomiTe are often interchangeable when they denote
prolonged movement, e.g.: KakO#W-To 4enoBéK BCcE€ XOOUT H XOAMT OKOJIO
Hamero noma (=06pomur u OpOamT).

Memorise: Bpenér kyna rmaszd raamir.
Bpémut u3 yrna B yrod.
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*Exercise 12. Copy out the sentences, replacing the verb uomi with 6pecmi (a) and the verb
xo0ume with 6podume (b), where possible.

(a) 1. ConHue cToAT BHICOKO. YCTaJble TYPACTH UAYT IO HBUIBHOH IOpOTe.
2. Bui npére cmimxom Orvictpo. He Hano tax cnemmrs. 3. Kyznd 3to oH umér?
W novemy Tax HA3KO omyctia romosy? 4. Jlapaite oOrORMM 3THX IIELIEXOJOB.
Onit ensa uayt. 5. Kyna Bol upére?—S5 Uy B YHHBEPCHUTET mo AendM. 6. Bonm
unér mama 646ymka!-Jla, crdpenpkas oHd crdma. 7. S yauBisroch Bamemy
orny. EmMy 3a 60, a mocmotpute, Bor oH unér. Kakas y Hero inérkas mo-
x6nka! 8. MBI MEIJIEHHO H OCTOPOXHO HAEM uépe3 OYpHyI0 TOPHYIO DEKy.

(b) 1. Bpar cioMan HOTY U XOOWT Tenéph ¢ HNANKOA. 2. Mul 46Aro Xonainm
IO yJMuaM, paseiCKUBas oM Moerd craporo apyra. 3. Iloceriitenu BRICTABKH
XOIAT IO 34J1aM W C MHTEPECOM PacCCMATPHBAIOT KapTHHBL. 4. MoJogoi yemo-
BEK YX€ IJaBHO XOJWT IO BBICTaBKE, HOMNOJTY 3aAEPKHUBAACH Y KAXKIOH KAPTUHEL
5. PeGsra, mouemy Bbl Xoaute 6e3 néna? Uaiare wam nomorars! 6. Ber 6yaere
XOMUTh ¢ HAMM Ha Xardk? 7. S molmo Xoairh mo OCEHHEMY JIECY.

Exercise 13. Show that the movement of the person concerned is slow and sluggish, using
the words in brackets to explain the reason for such movement.

Model: — Bon unyt waum apy3bs (ycTamm).
— Onn He unmyr, a Openyr. HasépHoe, Ouenp ycramnm.

1. ®yrboiiicTel MOYT B pa3geBAKy (ycramm). 2. Jiéna w Taws uaoyT Ha
wrpkx (Ouenb xapko). 3. Ilo amnée wayT aBe cTapylkd (OMEHb CTApBIE).
4. A Bor uaéT Ham JyvIuHd mIaxMatact (3amymaiics). 5. Cmotpure, Ilérs
H Bondas uayTr HaM MOMOTATE (HE OYEHb XOYETCH).

Exercise 14. Compose exhortative sentences, using the phrases given below.

Model: 1aBdit mo6pdéaum BéwepoM mo roépomay!
IMo6péanm BéuepoM no ropody!

nobpomATh MO Jiecy; NoOPOmATH BABOEM MO NAPKY; MOOPOmATL ¢ (OTO-
annapaToM Mo ropoay; HOOpOIATH C PYyXbEM BHOML O3epa; NoOpOmiThL NO Be-
CEHHUM JIyTaM.

*Exercise 15. Copy out the sentences, filling in the blanks with the appropriate verbs:
BaTH —OpecTi

1. Bon ... moii Gpat! S y3maio eré mo nérroit moxdake. 2. Uto TH ...,

kak crapik! ... - 6pictpée. 3. Bur ... B kun6? 4. Kynd 5to ... Ham cocén-
crapuqaok? 5. Uac yxé no3gnmii. Ilo yamne ... omuaokas durypa. 6. Teépnoi
HOXOOKOM ... HAaM HaBCTpéuy JedTeHAHT Mwnmmd. 7. Kax cudcriusel 3TH

Biro6n€HHbIe! OHM ... KyAd TJa3id TsOT.

XOJUTh — OpOAHATH

1. A 3udro, Bl He JEOOMTE ... 6BicTpo. 2. BoT yX¢ mnéumelii yac népen
MOHMH OKHAMH ... KakOii-1o Manpuimuka. 3. Hy 410 TH ... 318ch? TeG¢ Hédero
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nénath? 4. C xeMm BBl ... 3a Omnéramm Ha camMon€r? 5. Bel mobure ... 3a
rpubamu? A ... n6 necy Bbl mobure? 6. B mdénomoctu s yrobun ... mo répoay
B TYMAHHBIA MOXIJIMBLIA Béuep.

BexaTnh —neTéTh — IWILITE

Exercise 16. Look at the pictures and answer the questions:

Ona maér win bexir?

Kro masBér?

Kto nerar?

Exercise 17. Write the first and third persons, present tense, of the following verbs. Mark the
stress:

6exaThb, IUIKITh, JIETETH

Compose sentences incorporating the forms you have ebtained,

Memorise: I16e3n neTAT cTpenow.

13



Jle3Tp—non3TH

Exercise 18. Look at the pictures. Note the nature of the movement denoted by the verbs
ae3my and noasmil.

OGe3nsiHa JI€3eT Ha OEPEBO. VX NOJ3ET MO IECKy.

CUTT)’\

On né3er Ha KpHImy. On noms€r.

Note—The verb nests denotes movement requiring the use of both the
feet and the hands, with the body often bent, e.g.: Manbuuk 1é3eT HA KPBILIY.
IMogép nézer B kabuny.

The verb momsté denotes movement carried out by animals that have
either no limbs at all (such as snakes) or very short limbs (such as tortoises,
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crocodiles, lizards) or by insects (such as flies or beetles). This movement is
also carried out by infants not yet able to walk. The verb nmonsti is also used
to denote the movement of people over the ground on their stomachs
(Manpbuiinke moJI3yT 3a KYCTAMH).

The movement expressed by monsti is a slow one, therefore this verb may
be used with respect to a slow movement of people or means of trans-
port, often in emotive speech, e.g.: Hro Th Tax nomséms? VYcrama? Tpoa-
néibyc momér kak 4ependxa! I[To mopdre moa3yT TPAKTOPHL.

Exercise 19. Read the phrases in which the verb .se3ms is commonly used and memorise
them,

Je3Th HaBépX: HA ropy, Ha népeso, Ha 3a00p, Ha Xpenuny nOMa, Ha
BEPXHIOIO NOJKY BaroHa, Ha mKad.

Je3Th BHYTPb: B NaJATKy, B kKaOAHY MamyHbl, B JOIKY, B OKHO a0ma,
oA CTOJ;

JIe3Th BHHM3: B NEMEpY, B My, B OBpAr;

also: ne3th (pyxO#) B SHIMK CTON4, B KAPMAH, B MeHIOK, B YeMO-

4

JaH.

Memorise: 3a c16BOM B KapMAH He JIE3€T.

Exercise 20. Read through the sentences which incorporate the verbs of motion no.i3mi
and zesme. What are the English equivalents of the Russian verbs noasmit and 1esmo?

(@) 1. Ilo népesy nomsér xyk. 2. Uepenaxa nomsér moxa croa. 3. Cmorpi-
Te! 3mes mom€ér B nemépy! 4. Majgpnu mom3éT mo KOBpY K HIPYHIKE.
5. Komb6diiab! momsyT uéped mOie k aepésHe. 6. Kax MémnesHo moiasér To-
BApHBIA moe3f!

(b) 1. Manpunky 7€3yT HA AEPEBO 3a OpéxaMu. 2. AH/pEi Ié3eT HA BEPXHIOK
nonky BaréHa. 3. Ilodép snézer B xabiny rpyzoBukd. 4. Mel né3eM Ha Bep-
LUIAHY XOJMA, UEIUBIACh 3a KyCTBl W TpaBy. 5. Pebsita 7€3yT mom cron u
CHOAT TaM THXO, Kak Mpmud. 6. JIéssre B nOmky. Ceitddc oTmpasisiemcs.
7. UBdn CaBeud, HALEB OYKH, JE3€T B CTOJ 3a MNEYATHIO.

*Exercise 21, Replace the verbs printed in bold-face type with the appropriate verb of motion
uomi, éxamp, 1e3mb, nabimp, Gexcdmb or noazmu and write down your sentences.

1. ApTObyC aBiDKeTcst O HEHTPALHOH yymne ropoaa. 2. Mpl myTeiiécrBy-
eM Ha Temjoxoze mo Béusre. 3. Mbl cumum B caMoJI€Te, KOTODHIH Hampas-
nsiercs B Hpro-Mopk. 4. TypHCTBl Hax0A4TCA B Kyné moes3da, KOTOPHIA Hanmpas-
Jserca B HoBocubupck. 5. Mbl ¢ TpyndM moanaMaemcs BBEpX IO KpyTO# ropé
K crapoii kpénoctu. 6. K Himemy n0My HampaBjsieTcs mOYTajIbOH. Mbl che-
nuiM eMy HaBeTpédy. 7. Jloxae noman kak u3 Beapd. Co BCEX HOI MBI MUAMCS
K a6my. 8. TosdpHbiii nde3n MEICHHO IBHKeTcH Mo Oeckpdiinedl cTému.
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Memorise: Kak MEmieHHO NOM3ET Bpéms!
Kax netar Bpéms!
Bpémsa Gexur: yxé gac aus.

Exercise 22. Answer the questions, using the words given in brackets in your answers. Make
sure that the word order in the answers is correct.

Model: — Kto 6exur x HamM? (KakOH-TO MAJIBYHK)
— K nam 6exciim Kkaxoti-mo MAAbUUK.

1. Kto mumisér x 6épery? (Koms). 2. Kro 6exur nmo ynmme? (ceiH HAICH
cocénxu) 3. Kro néser na 3a66p? (Buxtop) 4. Kakds nrina netdr k a6my?
(réay6n) 5. Kto momsér mo crekmy? (6460uka)

Exercise 23. Draw the attention of your imaginary companion to the movement taking place.

Model: n6pxa - Cmotpare! Bod miubBéT m0aKa!

aBTO6yC, BepTONET, Gobinds priba, aBTOMOOUNL HOBOH MAPKM, MAHCKHI
KYK, MAJIbYUK Ha J€épeBe, uepenaxa.

Exercise 24. Look at the pictures and compose short stories, using verbs of motion.

M’r'- Mﬁ

Memorise: uma(te)! mwisei(Te)!  momsu(re)!
Geri(re)! neru(re)! né3n(te)!
but: moe3xai(re)!

Exercise 25. Suggest that your friend should do the following:

Model: éxatb Ha TpamBae—Iloe3xdil Ha TpamBsie.



