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GETTING READY TO WRITE:
BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING

Flm impressions are very important. That's why getting started in writ-
ing can seem so difficult—you want to make a good first impression. How-
ever, when the first words aren't perfect, it's easy to become frustrated
and give up too early.

Setting Goals

This chapter will provide you with some strategies and techniques for
starting to write. You will learn how to:

.b rainstorm to get ideas for your wrltmg

@ useinvention and
W rdmlpplng( o find and develop ideas for writing.

@ keepajournal in order to develop your writing ideas.
@ prepare for tests by predicting questions.
© learn to correct subject-verb agreement errors in your writing.

What other goals do you have for this chapter? Write one or two of them
here:
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3. The narrator uses the word colored to refer to himself. How
might the language of the poem change if it were written today?

4. Why do you think the writer responded as he did to the assignment?

\G)ﬂing Ready to Write
interview, ai
Which did you enjoy the most? Why? Which formar do you prefer

for your own wri

Write an cssay in which you explain why and how you write. Re-
view your notes and readings from this chapter. Your essay should

explain the followin

ck over the readings in this chapter. You've read an essay, an
nd a poem. From which did you learn the most? Why?

ok

2 Discuss these questions with a partner.

Why you need to write
What your favorite writing practices are

What your writing problems are

* How you hope to solve your problems

After you have completed your draft, you may want to have a part-

ner read it and give you comments and ideas.

TUNING IN: “National Spelling Bee”

Watch the CNN video abour the National Spelling Bee. Discuss these
questions with your class:
+ Who participates in a spelling bee?

* What is the job of the pronouncer?
* Why does the ‘pronouncer-in-training’ feel he will be a good per.

son for the job?

In your journal, respond to these questions:

The reporter said that the job of pronounce
general public. Why do you think this is?
person becomes a pronouncer for the Nat
you like to train for the position?

Edit
In the next chapeer, you will learn abou|
not follow a formal revisic

ment, you
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Conclusions
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3. Summarize the process by which malaria is transmitted. Use
chronological order (see
processes).

hapter 4 to review writing about

About the Writing

1. Desowitz uses some vocabulary that might be difficult for the av-
erage reader. Why does he do 02 How does he make the reading
casier?

Who is the audience for this piece of writing?

Y

Why do you think Desowitz wrote this?

How do the diagrams help you understand the reading?

The next reading focuses on the global impact of malaria—that is,
the effect malaria has on nations. It secks to inform the reader about
the problem and the efforts to control the disease.

These words are in the reading. How many do you know? Check
them. Discuss the words with a classmate, and explain any that you
know that your partner does not. Then write a definition or an ex-
ample sentence in your Vocabulary Log

consensus

— imminent resurgence
feasibility Tull (verb) watershed
genocide  ____ pesticides

— groundswell pharmaceutical

Reading 2: Time to Put Malaria Control on the Global Agenda
by Declan Buter

Growing intemational awareness of the impact of malaria, and in
particular the prospect of an imminent catastrophe in Africa, is

generating an unprecedented groundswell for  bold new effort
in control.

Exactly 100 years after Ronald Ross discovered the role of the
mosquito in the life cycle of the malaria parasite, efforts to control
the disease stand at what could prove to be a historic watershed.
Over the past year, a number of research organizations, led by the
USS. National Institutes of Health (NIH) and France’s Institut
Pasteur, have been meeting with malaria researchers, research
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Test-Taking Tip

Read essay questions carefully before beginning an essay test. As you think of ideas
and examples you will want to include in your essay, jot these down on a piece of
scrap paper or on the back of the fest so that you can remember what you want to
include in your essay. This will also help you to keep your mind clear of details and
0 focus on the larger ideas you want to communicate in your essay.
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On a scale of 1 to 5, rate how well you have mastered the goals set
at the beginning of the chapeer:

12345 reflect on what you already know about a topic.

123 45 discover resources on campus and in your commu-
nity to help you with rescarch.

get and give feedback on writing.

1
1 avoid sentence fragments.
1
1

45
45
45 (your own goal)
45

NN NN

(rourowtgodlVie 0.
If you've given yourself a 3 or lower on any of these goals:

« visit the Tapestry web site for additional practice.
« ask your instructor for extra help.

+ review the sections of the chapter that you found difficulr.

« work with a partner or study group to further your progress.
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Tapestry Writing 3: Contents

CHAPTER

WRITING SKILLS
FOCUS

=

LANGUAGE LEARNING
STRATEGIES

1

Yearning to Learn
Page 2

Telling stories in order, using conversation
to emphasize important moments

Writing unified English paragraphs

Budgeting your time effectively when writing
an essay

Predicting your audience’s reaction to your
writing

Use an ESL learner’s dictionary.

Work to understand and predict your
audience’s reaction to your writing.

Not Just the
“Three Rs”
Page 22

Writing well developed paragraphs

Writing on computers carefully

Using topic sentence outlines to check the
organization of your essay

Editing your writing one line at a time

Use topic sentences to check the direction of
your essay, its organization, and its content.

Edit your writing one line at a time.

Do Parents Matter?
Page 42

Using directed freewriting to help develop
ideas for writing

Writing summaries of what you read to
remember information

Writing effective thesis statements,
introductions, and conclusions

Use directed freewriting to help you develop
your ideas for your writing.

Write summaries of what you read to check
your understanding of difficult material
and to help you remember the information.

Making Room
for Daddy
Page 62

Writing comparisons

Making a list or diagram of your essay’s
organization to help you write

Finding problems in your writing by reading
the writing aloud

Make a list or diagram of your essay’s
organization to help you write.

Find grammar and spelling errors in your
writing by reading aloud and listening to
how it sounds to you.

Empty Pockets
Page 80

Writing about causes and effects
Finding ways to overcome writer’s block
Revising by reading aloud

Editing your nemesis errors separately

Read your essay aloud to revise.

Edit your nemesis errors separately.
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VIDEO CLIPS

GRAMMAR YOU
CAN USE

FROM READING
TO WRITING

Budget your time
efficiently when
writing your essay.

“Minority Science Whizzes”
Minority students recieve
an educational bonus
during their summer
vacations.

Verb tenses and time frames

Write on computers
carefully.

“Japan and Education”
A Japanese mother and her
daughter compare Japanese
and U.S. educational
methods.

Subject-verb agreement

Manage a large amount
of information by making
a chart that summarizes
the information

“Violent Teens”
Teenagers discuss whether
they learn to be violent
from television or from
their own parents.

“Perfect” verbs and time
frames

Reading: an excerpt from
a book about a little boy’s
yearning to go to school

Writing Activity:

An essay about what you
yearn to learn in college
and why

Reading: an article compar-
ing two different classroom
models

Writing Activity:

An essay about the kind of
school system you feel is
right for you OR about the
most significant aspect of

your education so far

Reading: an article
examining how much
of an affect parents
have on their children
Writing Activity:
An essay about the way in
which a parent or a friend
has been an important
influence on you

Participate in study
groups to get different
perspectives and to
help you remember
information better.

“Home Builder”
An organization for fathers
in Cleveland, Ohio, helps
men learn to be better
fathers.

Generalizing with singular
and plural nouns and the or
alan

Find way to overcome
“writer’s block.”

“The Spark of Hope”

Three men discuss why they

used to be homeless and
how they turned their lives
around.

the + adjective = plural noun

Reading: an article about
a man who approaches
fatherhood differently
with his second family

Writing Activity:

An essay comparing your
relationship with your
father to your relationship
with your mother OR
comparing your father’s
parenting style to that of
the father described in the
reading

Reading: an article about
a runaway teenager
Writing Activity:
An essay about the causes
of homelessness for a
particular category of
homeless people
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CHAPTER

WRITING SKILLS
FOCUS

% LANGUAGE LEARNING
STRATEGIES

6 Battling Stress
at College
Page 96

Weriting a precis or summary
Highlighting information in a text to
prepare for writing

Make new material personally meaningful in
order to remember it better.

Highlight and underline information in a
text that you are going to write about.

7 Career Pathways
Page 112
"

Writing an extended definition

Using adjective clauses in definitions

Creating a chart of information to
plan your essay

Use mind pictures to remember new
vocabulary.

Brainstorm the content for your essay by
using the techniques you learn for writing
that type of essay as a guide.

8 Who's in
Charge Here?
Page 130

Identifying, predicting, and rebutting
opposing opinions

Expressing hypothetical meanings

Writing to persuade

Using a thesaurus to find synonyms

Taking a break before you edit to edit
more efficiently

Use a foreign language/English dictionary to
translate words you can think of in your
native language but don’t know in English.

Take a break before you edit so that you
won’t be too tired to see or correct your
mistakes.

9 Bouncing
Back

Page 152

Appendix

Skills Index

Increasing cohesion through sentence
structure repetition

Writing a pro/con essay

Using student/teacher conferences to
track your progress and to get writing
feedback

Watching out for new errors you create
while editing

Avoiding wordiness in your writing

Page 172
Page 173

Try to avoid using more words in your writ-
ing than are necessary to convey your
meaning clearly.

Watch out for new errors that you create
while you are editing.
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Alleviate your stress by
figuring out what causes
you stress.

.

“Indian Police Meditation”
Policemen in India learn to
control their stress with
music.

Either . .. or and
both . . .and

Reading: an article about
dealing with stress
Writing Activity:
A precis of the chapter’s
reading

Use the Internet to find
information on careers
and educational
requirements.

“The Bottom Line”
Though students prefer
majors that lead to high-
paying jobs, experts recom-
mend a strong background
in the humanities.

Adjective clauses in
definitions

Reading: an article about the
benefits of a liberal arts
education

Writing Activity:

An essay defining and explain-
ing a major that you might be
interested in pursuing

Use a thesaurus to help
you find synonyms.

“Miracle Musician”
A young man struggles to
make music in spite of his
disability.

Expressing hypothetical
meanings

Reading 1: an excerpt from
an essay about freewill and
determinism

Reading 2: an article about a man
with a disability who intends to
take part in a marathon

Writing Activity:
An essay about someone who
has overcome a great challenge
OR a persuasive essay explain-
ing whether or not we have
control over our destinies

Use student/teacher
conferences to track your
progress in class, and to
get feedback on the essay
that you are working on
at the moment.

“Preventing Genetic
Discrimination”
A discussion of a proposed
law in the United States to
limit employers’ use of
their employees’ genetic
information.

Increasing cohesion
through sentence
structure repetition

Reading 1: an article examining
the qualities that help people
to be resilient

Reading 2: an article exploring
how genetics and environment
determine personality

Writing Activity:

A revision of the chapter 8
essay, incorporating the subject
of resilience OR a pro/con
essay analyzing the good and
bad points of genetic testing
for personality traits
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“This ability to capture pieces of the world seemed to come from
school. No one had confirmed this, but the chalk, the satchel, the
morning departure toward this unknown place seemed linked to
a ritual of power into which he longed to be initiated.”

—Patrick Chamoiseau

ave you ever felt this way about school?
Did you look forward to starting school when you were
a child? If so, why? If not, why not?



YEARNING
TO LEARN

As a college or university student, you will have many opportunities to
learn about a wide variety of areas. In this chapter, you will reflect on one
thing you “yearn to learn” and why.

Setting Goals

In this chapter, you will write about something that you yearn to learn. In
order to accomplish this, you will learn how to:

use an ESL learner’s dictionary.

tell stories in order, using conversation to emphasize important
moments.

write unified English paragraphs.

budget your time effectively when writing an essay.

OO oo

predict your audience’s reactions to your writing.

What additional goals do you have for this chapter? Write them here.




Apply the Strategy

@ing and
etting Information

What is important

is to keep learning,
to enjoy challenge,

to tolerate ambiguity.
In the end, there are
| no certain answers.

—MARTINA HORNER

se an ESL learner’s dictionary. The definitions in this kind of

dictionary are simpler to understand, and grammatical infor-
mation is generally given too. The words you look up are often
used in sample sentences, so you can see how to use the words
yourself.

Use an ESL learner’s dictionary recommended by your instructor.
Make a habit of using it when you read and write.

With a couple of classmates, look up these two words in an ESL
dictionary and write their definitions below:

yearn:

learn:

Now brainstorm some things that you would really like to learn about
in the next few years. Write each one on a slice of the pie below.
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@ewrite Spend about 5 minutes writing about one thing you yearn to learn
in college or at the university. Use this as an opportunity to think of

ideas, not to worry about grammar.

TUNING IN: “Minority Science Whizzes”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You will view a video called “Minority Science Whizzes.” It will show
you examples of some young people who yearn to learn so much that
they go to school on their summer vacations.

Vocabulary Look over the vocabulary and definitions below, then
view the video once to get an idea of its organization and general
contents.

prestigious (adj.): highly valued.

unique (adj.): one of a kind.
youths (n.): young people, usually teenagers.
minority (n., adj.): belonging to a group other than the largest.

expose (v.): show, make available.

Comprehension Now preview the questions below. Then view the
video once or twice more, listening for answers to the questions.

- Describe the group of students who take part in the program.
. How long is the program?

1

2

3. What kind of school runs the program?

4. Name some of the subjects that the young people are studying.
)

. Fill in the blank: There are very few minorities with Ph.D.s in
, chemistry, or physics.

6. Based on Salim’s examples, what does perseverance mean?

Short Writing The young people in this video are clearly excited to
be learning. Write a paragraph explaining how we know this.

EXPAND YOUR LANGUAGE

@(abulary Check The following words may be useful in reading and writing about
what you want to learn. Place a check mark next to the ones you



