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Preface

We must know the present need of human society. And what is that
need? Human society is no longer bounded by geographical limits to par-
ticular countries or communities. Human society is broader than in the
Middle Ages, and the world tendency is toward one state or one ‘human
society. The ideals of spiritual communism, according to Srimad-
Bhagavatam, are based more or less on the oneness of the entire human
society, nay, of the entire energy of living beings. The need is felt by
great thinkers to make this a successful ideology. Srimad-Bhagavatam
will fill this need in human society. It begins, therefore, with the apho-
rism of Vedanta philosophy janmady asya yatah to establish the ideal of
a common cause.

Human society, at the present moment, is not in the darkness of
oblivion. It has made rapid progress in the field of material comforts,
education and economic development throughout the entire world. But
there is a pinprick somewhere in the social body at large, and therefore
there are large-scale quarrels, even over less important issues. There is
need of a clue as to how humanity can become one in peace, friendship
and prosperlty with a common cause. Srimad-Bhagavatam will fll this
need, for it is a cultural presentation for the respiritualization of the
entire human society.

Snmad-Bhagavatam should be introduced also in the schools and col-
leges, for it is recommended by the great student-devotee Prahlada
Maharija in order to change the demoniac face of society.

kaumara dacaret prajiio
dharman bhagavatan iha
durlabham manusam janma
tad apy adhruvam arthadam
(Bhag. 7.6.1)

Disparity in human society is due to lack of principles in a godless
civilization. There is God, or the Almighty One, from whom everything
emanates, by whom everything is maintained and in whom everything
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is merged to rest. Material science has tried to find the ultimate source
of creation very insufficiently, but it is a fact that there is one ulti-
mate source of everything that be. This ultimate source is explained
rationally and authoritatively in the beautiful Bhagavatam, or Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the transcendental science not only for know-
ing the ultimate source of everything but also for knowing our relation
with Him and our duty toward perfection of the human society on the
basis of this perfect knowledge. It is powerful reading matter in the
Sanskrit language, and it is now rendered into English elaborately so that
simply by a careful reading one will know God perfectly well, so much so
that the reader will be sufficiently educated to defend himself from the
onslaught of atheists. Over and above this, the reader will be able to con-
vert others to accepting God as a concrete principle.

Srimad-Bhagavatam begins with the definition of the ultimate source.
It is a bona fide commentary on the Veddnta-sitra by the same author,
Srila Vyasadeva, and gradually it develops into nine cantos up to the
highest state of God realization. The only qualification one needs to study
this great book of transcendental knowledge is to proceed step by step
cautiously and not jump forward haphazardly like with an ordinary
book. It should be gone through chapter by chapter, one after another.
The reading matter is so arranged with its original Sanskrit text, its
English transliteration, synonyms, translation and purports so that one is
sure to become a God-realized soul at the end of finishing the first nine
cantos.

The Tenth Canto is distinct from the first nine cantos because it deals
directly with the transcendental activities of the Personality of Godhead
Sr1 Krsna. One will be unable to capture the effects of the Tenth Canto
without going through the first nine cantos. The book is complete in
twelve cantos, each independent, but it is good for all to read them in
small installments one after another. i

I must admit my frailties in presenting Srimad-Bhéagavatam, but still
I am hopeful of its good reception by the thinkers and leaders of society
(()n the) strength of the following statement of Srimad-Bhagavatam

1.5.11):
tad-vag-visargo janatagha-viplavo
yasmin prati-Slokam abaddhavaty api
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ndmany anantasya yaso ‘rikitdni yac
chrnvanti giyanti grnanti sadhavah

*“On the other hand, that literature which is full with descriptions of the
transcendental glories of the name, fame, form and pastimes of the un-
limited Supreme Lord is a transcendental creation meant to bring about a
revolution in the impious life of a misdirected civilization. Such tran-
scendental literatures, even though irregularly composed, are heard,

sung and accepted by purified men who are thoroughly honest.”
O tat sat

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami



Introduction

“This Bhagavata Purdna is as brilliant as the sun, and it has arisen
just after the departure of Lord Krsna to His own abode, accompanied by
religion, knowledge, etc. Persons who have lost their vision due to the
dense darkness of ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from this
Purana.” (Snmad-Bhagavatam 1.3.43)

The timeless wisdom of India is expressed in the Vedas, ancient
Sanskrit texts that touch upon all fields of human knowledge. Originally
preserved through oral tradition, the Vedas were first put into writing
five thousand years ago by Srila Vyasadeva, the “literary incarnation of
God.” After compiling the Vedas, Vyasadeva set forth their essence in
the aphorisms known as Vedanta-satras. Srimad-Bhagavatam is
Vyisadeva’s commentary on his own Veddnta-siitras. It was written in
the maturity of his spiritual life under the direction of Narada Muni, his
spiritual master. Referred to as “the ripened fruit of the tree of Vedic
literature,” Srimad-Bhagavatam is the most complete and authoritative
exposition of Vedic knowledge.

After compiling the Bhagavatam, Vyasa impressed the synopsis of it
upon his son, the sage Sukadeva Gosvami. Sukadeva Gosvami subse-
quently recited the entire Bhagavatam to Maharija Pariksit in an assem-
bly of learned saints on the bank of the Ganges at Hastindpura (now
Delhi). Maharaja Pariksit was the emperor of the world and was a great
rajarsi (saintly king). Having received a warning that he would die
within a week, he renounced his entire kingdom and retired to the bank
of the Ganges to fast until death and receive spiritual enlightenment
The Bhagavatam begins with Emperor Pariksit’s sober inquiry to
Sukadeva Gosvami: “You are the spiritual master of great saints and
devotees. I am therefore begging you to show the way of perfection for
all persons, and especially for one who is about to die. Please let me know
what a man should hear, chant, remember and worship, and also what he
should not do. Please explain all this to me.’

Sukadeva Gosvami’s answer to this questlon, and numerous other
questions posed by Maharaja Pariksit, concerning everything from the
nature of the self to the origin of the universe, held the assembled sages
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in rapt attention continuously for the seven days leading to the King’s
death. The sage Sita Gosvami, who was present on the bank of the
Ganges when Sukadeva Gosvami first recited Srimad-Bhagavatam, later
repeated the Bhagavatam before a gathering of sages in the forest of
Naimisaranya. Those sages, concerned about the spiritual welfare of the
people in general, had gathered to perform a long, continuous chain of
sacrifices to counteract the degrading influence of the incipient age of
Kali. In response to the sages’ request that he speak the essence of Vedic
wisdom, Sita Gosvami repeated from memory the entire eighteen thou-
sand verses of Srimad-Bha'gavatam, as spoken by Sukadeva Gosvami to
Mahirdja Pariksit.

The reader of Srimad-Bhagavatam hears Sita Gosvami relate the
questions of Maharaja Pariksit and the answers of Sukadeva Gosvami.
Also, Siita Gosvami sometimes responds directly to questions put by
Saunaka Rsi, the spokesman for the sages gathered at Naimisaranya. One
therefore simultaneously hears two dialogues: one between Mahirija
Pariksit and Sukadeva Gosvami on the bank of the Ganges, and another
at Naimigdranya between Siita Gosvimi and the sages at Naimisiranya
Forest, headed by Saunaka Rsi. Furthermore, while instructing King
Pariksit, Sukadeva Gosvami often relates historical episodes and gives
accounts of lengthy philosophical discussions between such great souls as
the saint Maitreya and his disciple Vidura. With this understanding of
the history of the Bhagavatam, the reader will easily be able to follow its
intermingling of dialogues and events from various sources. Since philo-
sophical wisdom, not chronological order, is most important in the text,
one need only be attentive to the subject matter of Srimad-Bhagavatam
to appreciate fully its profound message.

The translator of this edition compares the Bhagavatam to sugar
candy—wherever you taste it, you will find it equally sweet and
relishable. Therefore, to taste the sweetness of the Bhagavatam, one may
begin by reading any of its volumes. After such an introductory taste,
however, the serious reader is best advised to go back to Volume One of
the First Canto and then proceed through the Bhagavatam, volume after
volume, in its natural order.

This edition of the Bhagavatam is the first complete English transla-
tion of this important text with an elaborate commentary, and it is the
first widely available to the English-speaking public. It is the product of
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the scholarly and devotional effort of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupida, the world’s most distinguished teacher of
Indian religious and philosophical thought. His consummate Sanskrit
scholarship and intimate familiarity with Vedic culture and thought as
well as the modern way of life combine to reveal to the West a magnifi-
cent exposition of this important classic.

Readers will find this work of value for many reasons. For those in-
terested in the classical roots of Indian civilization, it serves as a vast
reservoir of detailed information on virtually every one of its aspects.
For students of comparative philosophy and religion, the Bhagavatam
offers a penetrating view into the meaning of India’s profound spiritual
heritage. To sociologists and anthropologists, the Bhagavatam reveals the
practical workings of a peaceful and scientifically organized Vedic
culture, whose institutions were integrated on the basis of a highly
developed spiritual world-view. Students of literature will discover the
Bhagavatam to be a masterpiece of majestic poetry. For students of psy-
chology, the text provides important perspectives on the nature of con-
sciousness, human behavior and the philosophical study of identity.
Finally, to those seeking spiritual insight, the Bhagavatam offers simple
and practical guidance for attainment of the highest self-knowledge and
realization of the Absolute Truth. The entire multivolume text, pre-
sented by the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, promises to occupy a significant
place in the intellectual, cultural and spiritual life of modern man for a
long time to come.

—The Publishers
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CHAPTER ONE

The First Step in God Realization

INVOCATION

36 Rt S TEIAH ||
oriv namo bhagavate vasudevaya

orhi—O my Lord; namah—my respectful obeisances unto You; bhaga-
vate—unto the Personality of Godhead; vdsudeviya—unto Lord Krsna,
the son of Vasudeva.

TRANSLATION

O my Lord, the all-pervading Personality of Godhead, I offer my
respectful obeisances unto You.

PURPORT

Vasudevdya means “to Krsna, the son of Vasudeva.” Since by chant-
ing the name of Krsna, Visudeva, one can achieve all the good results of
charity, austerity and penances, it is to be understood that by the chant-
ing of this mantra, o namo bhagavate vasudevaya, the author or the
speaker or any one of the readers of Srimad-Bhagavatam is oﬁ'ermg re-
spectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord, Krsna, the reservoir of all
pleasure. In the First Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the principles of
creation are described, and thus the First Canto may be called
*“Creation.”

Similarly, in the Second Canto, the postcreation cosmic manifestation
is described. The different planetary systems are described in the Second
Canto as different parts of the universal body of the Lord. For this
reason, the Second Canto may be called “The Cosmic Manifestation.”
There are ten chapters in the Second Canto, and in these ten chapters the
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purpose of Srimad-Bhagavatam and the different symptoms of this pur-
pose are narrated. The first chapter describes the glories of chanting,
and it hints at the process by which the neophyte devotees may perform
meditation on the universal form of the Lord. In the first verse,
Sukadeva Gosvami replies to the questions of Maharaja Pariksit, who
asked him about one’s duties at the point of death. Maharaja Pariksit was
glad to receive Sukadeva Gosvami, and he was proud of being a descen-
dant of Arjuna, the intimate friend of Krsna. Personally, he was very
humble and meek, but he expressed his gladness that Lord Krsna was
very kind to his grandfathers, the sons of Pandu, especially his own
grandfather, Arjuna. And because Lord Krsna was always pleased with
Mahirdja Pariksit’s family, at the verge of Mahardja Pariksit’s death
Sukadeva Gosvami was sent to help him in the process of self-realization.
Mahiréja Pariksit was a devotee of Lord Krsna from his childhood, so he
had natural affection for Krsna. Sukadeva Gosvami could understand his
devotion. Therefore, he welcomed the questions about the King’s duty.
Because the King hinted that worship of Lord Krsna is the ultimate func-
tion of every living entity, Sukadeva Gosvami welcomed the suggestion
and said, ‘““Because you have raised questions about Krsna, your question
is most glorious.” The translation of the first verse is as follows.

TEXT 1

iy I
FHAMY @ A9 T Jwied I
AR JaT SAqeanigy T2 9 ¢ il

Sri-Suka uvdca
variyan esa te prasnah
krto loka-hitarh nrpa
dtmavit-sammatah pumsam
Srotavyadisu yah parah

§ri-sukah uvdca—Sri Sukadeva Gosvimi said; variyan—glorious;
esah—this; te—your; prasnah—question; krtah—made by you; loka-
hitam—beneficial for all men; nrpa—O King; dtmavit—transcen-



