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ABSTRACT

This book is mainly a study of the songs in the program of my recital :” A Night
of selected works from Chinese Operas—from the Great Wall to Tales of the West
Chamber”. I use these songs as examples to introduce to my fellow countrymen the
history of development of Chinese vocal music from ancient times through the recent
past to the present. I systematically reviewed and examined this history in depth.
Hopefully the readers would gain some understanding of the styles of those
composers and lyricists who have made substantial contribution to the development of
vocal music. The program of that recital consisted of three parts:

Part I. An analysis of the style and techniques of the traditional

historic songs.

1. Complaints from the Goddess of the Xiang River

2. Wang, Chao—Jiun

Part I1. An analysis of the style and techniques of the art songs

1. Mountains partially hidden in a distant haze

(from the cantata “Song of Everlasting Sorrow™)

2. Palace of Longevity on Valentine day.

3. A Poem (from the opera “The Great Wall”)

4.A Few Distant Bells Hastened the Arrival of Dawn.(from opera “Tales of the

West Chamber™)
5. Anguish of the Yellow River(from cantata “The Yellow River Chorus™)
Part III An analysis of the style and techniques of Songs from Music Dramas.

1. It is a waste to wear your worry on the face.

2. A poem for burying the flowers.

3. The Butterfly lovers.

Additionally, I have briefly explored the physiological and psychological
responses as well as their interplays while singing. Ihave also touched upon
problems of utterance and pronunciation when singing in Chinese.

Key Words: Bel Canto - ethnicstyles ~ Traditional Historic Songs ~ Music Drama
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