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friends who are very different. There are advantages
to both types of friendship. First, if a man chooses a
friend similar to himself, there is no doubt that they
will share many common interests. They may also
have similar goals in life. This means that they will
be able to help and encourage one another in the
pursuit of their goals. Finally, two people who are
very similar® will feel comfortable® with each other
and may understand each other’s feelings better. So
their friendship may be deeper and last longer.
@ On the other hand, there are also many
¥ advantages to making friends with someone of
opposite interests and even character. In this type of
friendship, the two people complement® each other.
Where one is weak, the other is strong. Moreover,

while two people with similar goals may find
themselves in competition, those who want different

Some people prefer to make friends with people
who are very much like them while others prefer

Sspusii4 buisooyn

things can always support each other without
reservation. In addition, with different interests,
they can introduce each other to new experiences and
so broaden® their knowledge. Despite® all this, I
find that I prefer the first type of friendship, that of
a person who is more like me than unlike me. A
dissimilar friend is challenging, but a similar friend

is familiar and a friend for life.
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Friends play an important part in our lives, and although we may
take friendship for granted, we often don’t clearly understand how we
make friends. While we get on well with a number of people, we are
usually friends with only a very few, for example, the average among
students is about 6 per person. In all the cases of friendly relationships,
two people like one another and enjoy being together, but beyond that,
the degree of intimacy® between them and the reasons for their shared
interests vary enormously®. As we get to know people we take into
account things like age, race, economic® condition, social position, and
intelligence. Although these factors are not of prime importance, it is
more difficult to get on with people when there is a marked difference in
age and background. £

Some friendly relationships can be kept on argument and discussion,
but it is usual for close friends to have similar ideas and beliefs, to have
attitudes and interests in common they often talk about “being on the same
wavelength”. It generally takes time to reach this point. And the more
intimately involved people become, the more they rely® on one another.
People want to do friends favors and hate to break a promise. Equally, friends
have to learn to put up with annoying habits and to tolerate differences of
opinion.

In contrast with marriage, there are no friendship ceremonies to
strengthen® the association between two people. But the supporting and
understanding of each other that results from shared experiences and emotions
does seem to create a powerful bond, which can overcome differences in
background, and break down barriers of age, class or race.
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