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Preface

Chinese garden has a long history and an early origin. Its unique art enjoys a high posi-
tion in world garden history. The elegance and dignity of imperial gardens and the beauty and
refinement of Jiangnan gardens make one intoxicated and infatuated.

Chinese garden originated in Shang and Zhou dynasties, matured in Sui and Tang dynas-
ties, and reached the height of prosperity in Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. “Natural
and artificial in one” and “All things and | in one” were the basic philosophical thoughts which
ran through over 3000 years of Chinese garden history. Wide spectrum of material, rich ele-
ments, and flexible and changeable spatial layout were used in constructing Chinese garden.
Space was developed with mountain, level with distance, winding with cave, variation with
mountain and water, vitality with flower and tree, brightness and darkness with hall, and in-
termittence with pavilion and terrace. Before 1840 was Chinese classical garden period. In
this period, based on the theory of “appropriate land and layout, scene from conception, mo-
mentum as major, skillful and reasonable borrowing, and integration of multiple”, using the
art of “rockery and water, pavilion and terrace, flower and tree, and poetry and horizontal
board”, “artificial but like natural” gardens of rich cultural contents, which developed individu-
al’s spiritual enjoyment after material satisfaction to the extreme, were created. Imperial Yi-
he Garden, Zhuozhen Garden in Suzhou and Ge Garden in Yangzhou were representatives of
this period. They were private, purely for appreciation, only for enjoyment by feudal emper-
ors, officials and literary people, and not for the public.

‘With the continuous progress of society, modern gardens got large scale development
after 1840, especially after founding of People’s Republic of China. Their functional and cul-
tural contents were expanded. They became parks, a public welfare facility for society and
people and an important component part of city green system. Their number increased rapid-
ly, their distribution was wide, and their theme was rich. Under the guidance that environ-
ment can be developed continuously, modern gardens have included multiple functions of re-
forming and enriching city scenes, improving ecological and biological protection, providing
places for tourism and rest, and propagating historical culture. They have satisfied people’ s
requirement for knowledge, entertainment, beauty, surprise and health. They have devel-
oped the useful and discarded the useless part of garden art and innovated the garden art. A
completely new style has emerged in Chinese gardens. Zizhuyuan Park in Beijing, Daguan
Garden in Shanghai, and Yuntai Park in Guangzhou have attained a perfect integration of
scenery, ecology, conception, service and culture. They are models of modem gardens

“Chinese Famous Parks” presents over 90 representative Chinese ancient and modem
parks of different styles. it counteracts the weakness of similar type of books published in the
past, which are limited in regions and unable to reflect comprehensively the development and
style of Chinese gardens, and presents a relatively systematic, full and accurate description
and demonstration of Chinese gardens.

Warm congratulation on the publication of “Chinese Famous Parks”.

Chairman of Chinese Scenery Garden Society
Former Vice Minister of Ministry of Construction  Zhou Gan Shi
Academician of Chinese Science Academy
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