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Author’ s Brief Bio

Dr. Yiyi Chen is now an associate professor in the
Department of Oriental Languages and Civilizations in
Peking University. He received his BA in Hebrew Language
and Literature from Peking University, MA in Near Eastern
Studies and Ph. D. in Biblical Studies from Cornell
University. Dr. Chen has been a member of the Society of
Biblical Literature and American Schools of Oriental
Research for over 10 years. He was an active participant in
the Tel Dor 1998 excavation season in Israel, and has done
numerous field trips to archaeological sites in Israel,
Jordan and Egypt. His main fields of teaching and research
are the Hebrew Bible, Northwest Semitics, and Jewish

Studies.
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A Brief Summary of the Book

The book is the first attempt to give an introduction to
the Hebrew Bible in Chinese from the following unique per-
spectives ;

1. The introduction is based on the latest academic re-
search development of the Hebrew Bible in the world.

2. Whenever possible and wherever possible, the dis-
cussions handle Hebrew and other Ancient Near East Texts
based on their original languages and scripts.

3. This book is the first attempt to introduce the ar-
chaeological material in a systematic way to the Chinese
reader. Although the author has excavation experience in
Israel, he realized that presenting the material in the dy-
namic field of Biblical Archaeology is a challenging task to
be accomplished by one person. However, the goal is that
more readers will be able to use the material as a lead to
further pursue their research interest in the study of the
Hebrew Bible.

4. The author tries to draw upon his years of training
and endeavor in the field to cite works based on first hand
knowledge of the material being discussed only, and for
places where this standard is irrelevant, scholarly works on-
ly. Therefore, from this perspective, the author hopes this
book provides a glimpse of the academic bibliography of the
Hebrew Bible studies, without bewildering the readers with
the plethora of publications on the topic by authors writing
tfrom various religious and theological perspectives.

5. In contrast to most books writien in Chinese on the
Bible, illustrations in this book are all photographs or
drawings of archaeological sites or artifacts. No oil paint-

ings of all types on biblical stories and themes are included

in thice hnale
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