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PREFACE TO ESCY TRANSACTION SPECIAL VOLUME ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The issue of sustainable development 1s now given high priority in discussions of growth and envi-
ronmental management at the global as well as national level. There continues to be great contro-
versy over the limits to growth, with pessimists fearing that economic and populllation growth
combined are placing such pressure on the plant’s natural resources that they are now approach-
ing dangerous levels of depletion, while the earth s ability to absorb waste is also being stretched
to the limit. Optimists on the other hand point to the sucess to date of the world s rapidly grow-
ing population to achieve standards of living that would have been unimaginable a century ago,
when there was also concern about the prospects for sustaining a growing population even at ex-
isting low living standards. Theview of the optimists is that man has no limit in his capacity to
develop technologically; that scarcity of resources will raise prices, thereby stimulating the search
for substitutes, and they point to recent examples of the decline in prices of many raw materials
to justify this position.

However, what is true of the past is not necessarily a good guide to the future; clearly therre are
limits to our ability to find substitutes for endangered species ; and there are many other examples
in which irreversible effects might have catastrophic implications for us. Moreover, on must
question the ability of many societies to take the often difficult political and social decisions neces-
sary to encourage an adequate rate of innovation, even where such change is technologically feasi-
ble. There are in facp, many obvious opportunities , in both industrialized and developing coun-
tries for policy reforms that are of benefit bdth to the country s overall economic development as
well as beong environmentally benign. However, influential segments of the concerned society
may be adversely affected by such reform, thereby preventing its introduction. As the papers in
this volume indicate, therefore, satisfactory resolution of the sustainable development issue in-
volves many factors and disciplines; political science, engineering, economic, and ecollogy to
name a few. The variety of points of view represented in this volume provide evidence that this is
widely recognized in China, and also gives grounds for hope that by pulling together, answers to

the complex questions of the linkages between environment and development will be realized.

Jeremy J. Warford
U niversity College London and the World Bank
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