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sl Vanity Fair

NoTe.—This is the story of © Vamity Fair’, by
William Makepeace Thackeray, which was first
published in 1847-8.

CHAPTER 1
AMELIA AND BECKY LEAVE SCHOOL

ON a sunshiny morning in the year 1814, a large
family coach, drawn by two fine horses, stopped
outside the gates of Miss Pinkerton’s school for
young ladies. The coach was that of Mr John
Sedley, a rich London merchant, whose daughter
was that day leaving Miss Pinkerton’s school, and
going home to live as a fashionable young lady.

Amelia Sedley was the sort of girl best
described in those days as ‘a dear creature .
That is to say, she was pretty, sweet-tempered,
and kind. It was her kindness that made her
beg permission from her parents to bring a
fellow-pupil home with her to spend a short
holiday. Her friend was going to be a governess’
in a gentleman’s family.

Becky’s childhood

Rebecca Sharp—or Becky, as she was more
often called—was quite unlike Amelia Sedley,
both in appearance and character! She was
small, with pale face and sand-coloured hair, and
large attractive eyes. She looked like a child,
but had the mind of a clever woman. Her
mother, a Frenchwoman, had died when Becky
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was eight years old ; and until she was seventeen,
Becky lived with her father, acting as his house-
keeper. Her father taught drawing at Miss
Pinkerton’s school. Although a good teacher,
he was a bad father, spending most of his earnings’
on himself, and among bad companions, whom
he brought to his home. So Becky grew up
knowing nothing of kindly behaviour.® All her
natural cleverness was turned to ways of deceit®
and of getting the best for herself'in a hard world.

Becky and Miss Pinkerton

Then Becky’s father died ; and Miss Pinkerton
seeing an opportunity of getting a cheap teacher,
offered to take his daughter into her school free,
in exchange for"help with French and Music.
Becky went there ; but thc severe ways of a
girls’ school were not at all o her liking after the
free life she had led with her father. She hated
the school, and she hated Miss Pinkerton, who
really was not a lovable person. So when the
time of leaving came, no sorrow was felt on either
side. Indeed, as Amelia and Becky were driving
away in the carriage, Becky’s pale face appeared
at the window, and in her hand she held a book,
a dictionary, the present Miss Pinkerton gave to
all her pupils when they left—which Becky
now threw with force into the garden of Miss
Pinkerton’s school for young ladies !
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CHAPTER 11

THE HOME OF THE SEDLEYS

BEFORE the carriage reached the end of its
journey, a great deal of ‘conversation had taken
place between the young ladies. Becky had
learned all about Amelia’s home and family ;
and received her tender’pity for being alone in
the world without friends or relations.

‘But you are not alone,’ said Amelia. ‘ You
know, Rebecca, I shall always be your friend, and
love you as a sister.’

“ Ah, but you have rich and kind parents who
love you, and who give you all you ask for!
My father was so poor, he could give me nothing.
And then you have a dear brother. O! how
you must love him !’ said Becky.

Amelia laughed.

¢ What ! don’t you love him ?’

Joseph Sedley

*Yes, of course, only Joseph does not seem to
care much whether I love him or not. You seef
he’s much older than I, and he has been away
from home in India so long. I was but five years
old when he went away.’

‘ Has he come back from India a rich man,
and is his wife a pretty woman ?’

‘O, Joseph is not married,” said Amelia,
laughing again.
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Becky said she was disappointed’ that Mr
Joseph Sedley was not mariied, and had no
little children ; she loved little children, she
said.

‘I should think you had enough of them at
Miss Pinkerton’s school,” said Amelia, wondering
at her friend’s sudden tenderness.® But she
thought no more about it then; she did not
know that Becky had already begun to make her
plans for making her way in the world; and that
she was saying to herself, ‘ If Joseph Sedley is rich
and unmarried, why should 7 not marry him ?’
And Rebecca Sharp determined to make the
attempt before her visit was over to become
Mrs Joseph Sedley.

When at last home was reached and the two
young ladies had been greeted by Amelia’s
parents, Amelia showed Rebecca the big house,
and, like young ladies all over the world, let her
friend see her own special treasures, her books,
dresses, and jewels. When the dinner bell rang,
they went downstairs' together.

¢ Come,’ said Amelia, ‘ come and see Papa.™

But it was Amelia’s brother, not her father,
whom they found in the drawing-room.
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MORE ABOUT JOSEPH SEDLEY

Josern SEDLEY was in the service of 'the East
India Company. He had lived for eight years
by himself in a lonely district’in India, seldom
seeing a fellow-countryman, except twice a year,
when one came to take away to Calcutta the
taxes he had collected. Then Joseph fell ill, and
had to’return to England to be cured. He was
living now in an hotel in London, but making
frequent visits to his family. Joseph Sedley was
a lazy man, and a very fat one. He liked to
think himself a man of fashion, and was very vain*
Because of this, and because of the lonely life he
had led, he was always uneasy in the presence of
ladies. He was sitting by the fire when the two
girls entered the room, and he went red in the face
as Amelia introduced Rebecca, saying,  This is
my friend Miss Sharp, whom you have heard me
mention.’

¢ No, never,’ said Joseph, trembling ; ¢ that is,
yes—I—what cold weather it is, miss’ ; and he
began to attend to the fire, although it was the
middle of June.

‘He’s very handsome,” whispered Rebecca,
rather loudly to Amelia.

‘Do you think so? T’ll tell him.’

“ O no, dear, don’t do that !’ said Miss Sharp,
with pretended modesty.’

The three talked for a while, Joseph getting
more uneasy every minute, till at last he said :
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‘0O, Amelia, I must go, I can’t wait, I’ve
promised a friend to dine with him.’

Joseph tries to run away

The father of the family, with his wife, now
came in, and jokingly said :

‘ What'’s the matter ? Have you young ladies
been quarrelling with Joseph already ?’

“O, no, no,” said Joseph, ‘but I promised a
friend to dine with him, and I must go at once,
I can’t wait.’

‘ Nonsense’! You told your mother you were
dining here.’

¢ But, but, I—my clothes—’

: Lc;ok at him,’ said his father, who liked making
fun of his son ; ‘look, isn’t he handsome enough
to dine anywhere, Miss Sharp ? > Then turning
to Joseph : ‘ Come, sir, don’t be foolish, take
Miss Sharp in to dinner, and I will follow with
these two young women’ ; and, taking an arm
of wife and daughter, walked merrily off with
them to the dining-room.

After that first evening, Joseph wasso frightened
that he stayed away from his father’s house for
two or three days ; but Rebecca went on with
her plans for capturing him as a husband. She
was respectful and grateful towards Mrs Sedley,
laughed at all Mr Sedley’s jokes ; and soon had
the whole household, including the servants,
saying, ‘ What a charming creature is Miss
Sharp !’

Amelia reminded her brother of a promise
made to her, that he would take her to Vauxhall.’
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‘ Now that Rebecca is here,’ said she, is the
very time.”’

So the trip was arranged. Amelia first wrote
to her fiancé,” George Osborne, to invite lnm to

make a fourth in the party.

CHAPTER IV

GEORGE OSBORNE AND WILLIAM
DOBBIN :

GEORGE OsBORNE’s father and John Sedley were
business friends. Their children had known each
other for most of their lives, and the marriage of
Amelia and George had already been arranged
a long time. George had a friend, a certain
Captain William Dobbin. The two had been at
school together. Now they were both officers in
the King’s army. Dobbm had always lhought
Oshorne the possessor®of all the virtues'; the
bravest, cleverest, and most generous of men ;
and if this was not true, yet as long as George
lived, Dobbin acted as though it were.

Liecutenant Osborne, coming to visit the
Sedleys on the day of the party, said to the
ladies, ‘I hope’ you have room? [I’ve asked
Dobbin to come and dine here, and go with
us to Vauxhall ; he’s a nice, quiet fellow, as
awkward as Jos, and almost as modest ! > This
last was said jokingly, but George went on :

¢ There is not a finer soldier in the army.’
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Dobbin’s first sight of Amelia

When Amelia came into the d'rawing-room
that evening, dressed all in white, and singing like
a bird, she saw a tall gentleman in a soldier’s coat,
with large hands and feet, who advanced to meet
her and made one of the most awkward bows
ever performed'by any one. This was Captain
Dobbin who, as he looked at Amelia, and saw
her so fresh and fair, from that moment became
her loyal’servant for ever.

And now the coach is at the door ; the party
get in, and are then on their way to’the Gardens.
All were excited, and the thought in both the
girls’ minds was whether on the return journey
Miss Rebecca Sharp would be the promised®
bride of Mr Joseph Sedley.

Cuapter V
VAUXHALL AND TIHIE DAY AFTER

THE marriage was not to be. Yet during the
early part of the evening. everything seemed most
favourable to it. On arriving at the Gardens,
and after asking Dobbin to take care of the ladies’
wraps, George Osborne walked off with Amelia,
arranging to meet the party again at supper.
Joseph went away, too, with Rebecca at his
side.
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