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Introduction

The dialogues

These dialogues are centred on world cultural symbols which not only give
you information about these symbols but also enable you to have something to
talk about with practically any foreigner you meet. This means that you will be
prepared beforehand to talk with a native English speaker and that these dialogues
will serve as an icebreaker before leading on to some great conversations that you
can have.

These dialogues are also special in two ways. Firstly, they have been written
by a native speaker who has had several years experience in China teaching at top
universities. They are full of up-to-date natural expressions used by native speakers
which mean that you will be using the same language that they speak. Secondly,
there is an emphasis on collocations, phrases and expressions. This is because
two, three, four and even five-word collocations, phrases and expressions make
up a huge percentage of all naturally-occurring text, spoken or written. We are
more likely to memorise and use phrases rather than single words. So get rid of
word lists and replace them with lists of phrases.

How to get the most out of these dialogues

Role play dialogues are excellent opportunities for learners of English to
practice English because they give students the chance to assume a role that is not
their own. It does not matter if you make a mistake because it is not you who
makes it. It is your character who does! You can totally assume the character and

personality of your part and play it to the hilt and beyond! Role playing is a safe
and enjoyable way to learn English. It is a good idea to find a partner to practice
the following dialogues with. If you come across a dialogue with several different
parts in it why not try (with your partner) speaking each part alternatively.
Tips on role plays

Don’t be afraid to act the part;

Try to get into the character;

Explore different voices;

Use appropriate movements and gestures;

Change parts so that you can play a different character;

. Don’t be afraid to play a character of the opposite sex.

If you practice two dialogues a day then at the end of 50 days you’'ll be
amazed at how your English has grown. Your confidence in speaking will be sky
high and when a foreigner appears you will have plenty to talk about!
Acknowledgements
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1. Maradona

B 0E 20

Hi, what are you looking at?

It’s a football website. I'm doing some research about famous players.

You should look up Maradona. Diego Maradona. He was a very famous player in the
1980s, played for Argentina. Have you heard of “The Hand of God” ?

Yes ... there’s something about it here. In the 1986 World Cup in Mexico, Maradona
scored a goal against England using his hand. The referee didn’t spot it and awarded
Argentina have the goal.

And later, when he was shown the illegal goal, Maradona said, “Even if there was a
hand, it must have been the hand of God.” That’s how it got its name.

I see. Let’s look at his early career . .. it says here that he was born in the slums of Villa
Fiorito near Buenos Aires and was part of a very big family. Maradona entered professional
football at the astonishing age of 15! i
Very young! When he was 16, he played for the national squad of Argentina. Regardless
of his talent, he was considered too young by the coach, who left him out of his selection
for the 1978 World Cup.

He must have been really disappointed, but I guess he made up for it later.

That's for sure. In the following four years, he dominated his country’s domestic league
and was eventually added to the Argentine squad for Spain 1982.

Although Argentina was unsuccessful, the brilliance of Maradona did not go unnoticed
and after the World Cup, he was transferred to Spanish giants Barcelona.

He went to the Italian club Napoli after that, in 1984.

What is he doing now? He must have retired, because he’s pretty old.

In 1991, he tested positive for doping and was banned from football for 15 months.
That started the end of his international career.

It says here that in 1994 he tested positive for drugs again, that really must have been the

2



FS.

end.

It’s a pity that drugs affected his career so much. He may not be a good man, but he was
certainly an excellent footballer.

Yes, although I’'m not sure about that “Hand of God” |
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2. Eva Peron

i - JeERE

A . Actress F . Friend

A: Oh, I wish I could be famous!

F. Maybe you could become famous for another reason, besides acting. What about Eva
Per6n?

A . What about Eva Per6n? Or should I say “Evita”, didn’t Madonna play her in the movie?

F. Yes, she did. Evita was an actress, but she became famous for being the First Lady of
Argentina. Maybe you could try another approach.

A: We are complete opposites, I mean she grew up very poor with five brothers and sisters,
a mother, and no father.

F: Yes, I know your parents are rich and you are an only child. Did you know Eva’s mother
did not send her to school, but made her work in the kitchens of rich families?

A. Well, I'd never work in a kitchen. She ran away to Buenos Aires when she was 16 to
become an actress. Good decision I say.

F. After that, in 1944, Eva met a young army colonel named Juan Perén. They were married
in a year and she helped him run for the presidency in 1946. They won.

A: Then Eva started her own foundation that built hundreds of schools and hospitals in
Argentina. What a wonderful woman !

F. Eva was also an advocate for the education of women. She also helped the poor workers of
Argentina gain a voice and respect in the country that previously exploited them.

A: So you are saying that I should marry a politician? Or become a supporter of women’s
rights?

F: No, not exactly. I just think you could learn a lot from her. She was considered by many
to be a politician, not an actress.

A: There had never been a female politician in Argentina before, but people believed in her.
Hmmm ... maybe I could do something like that.

F: Unfortunately her political career only lasted for 4 years. In 1950 she was diagnosed with

4



cancer and died in 1952.

: Evita’s story can teach us all that it is possible to defy fate.
: At that time a woman’s place was in the home, not behind a desk.

: Maybe I could do some volunteer work? I would like to help people. What an inspiring

story !
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. Man W. Woman

3. Tango
32

. I wish you could find another hobby. Fishing is so boring! I want to find something we
can do together.

. Well, honey, you are going to love me even more! I have an idea ... what about dance
classes?

. Dance classes! How fabulous! But you said “real men don’t dance”.

: Maybe I've changed my mind. Now, let’s decide which dance class to take.

. There’s ballroom dancing, disco, tap, jazz ... and tango. Tango sounds interesting, isn’t

it from Argentina?

: Yes, I guessed you'd choose that one so I did some research on the Internet.

. You know me too well. I took ballet when I was little but have never had the chance to

dance in the past few years, because I thought you didn’t enjoy it.

: Did you know that Argentine tango was influenced by something called Tango Habenera?
. I read that the knee flexing of the dance originated from African people living in

Argentina. They danced with their knees bent to show off their skill.

: It seems you are a bit of an expert. Have you been reading about it too?

: Well, you know I've wanted to take dance classes for ages. Anyway, the tango they teach

today didn’t come about until the late 1930s, so it’s probably very different to the original
style.

. The modern style is usually danced with flowers and a kind of musical instrument, those

things you hold in one hand, they make a clicking sound.

: You mean castanets. That sounds fun, my friend brought me some back from Spain when

I was a child. Maybe I still have them somewhere. Did you know there are three different
kinds of tango today? Which one do they teach?

. The form known for stage, sometimes is referred as “for export”, is aimed at English

speaking people. So I suppose they teach that one.
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: I think tango is becoming more and more popular nowadays, some of these classes are

already fully booked.

: The Golden Age of Tango took place in the late 1940s and early 1950s, I guess it’s having

a revival !

: What’s the phone number? We should hurry up and book the classes.
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