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JONATHAN EDWARDS

As the centennial anniversaries of noteworthy events and signal
births come round, frcquem and importunate as tax-bills, fearful
with superiatives as schoolgirls’ letters, wearisome with iteration as
# succession of drum-solos, noisy with trumpet-blowing through the
land as the jubilee of Isracl, we are, perhaps, in danger of getting
tired of reminiscences. A foreignmer might well think the patron
saint of America was Saint Anniversary. As our aboriginal pre-
decessors dug up the bones of their ancestors when they removed
from one place to another, and carried them with the living on
their journey, so we consider it a religicus duty, at stated intervals
in the journey of time, to exhume the memories of dead personages
und cvents, and lock at them in the light of the staring and inquisi-
tive present, before consigning them again to the sepulchre.
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Fonathan Edwards

A recent ceutennial celebration scemns to make this a fitting time
for'any of us, who may feel a call or an inclination, to examine
the life and religious teachings of a man of whom Mz, Bancroft has
said, referring to his relations to his theological swccessars, that “his
influence is discernible on every leading mind, Bellamy and
Hopkins were his pupils; Dwight was his cxpositor; Smalley, Em-
mons, and many others were his foltowers; throungh Hopkias his
influence reached Kirkland, and assisted in moulding the character
of Channing.”

Of all the scholars and philosophers that America had produced
before the beginning of the present century, two only had establish-
ed a considerable and permanent repuiation in the world of Euro-
pean thought, — Benjamin Franklin and Jonathan Fdwards. No



L ALY

BEETE XA BREZHEYN —FELS » RO
RERTAR - SEFEERCHEFTH - BBEANEPTRRE
B By—% o BEE Mﬁﬁ ERFBTAEE « REE (L &
BN ST RORER » AR LRREAEMELE NN

ERSLHBRZHEE > AN EBMET HOLH o ag@mgg
FORMNER : DRACHMMLEN ; TE% - LEFOSFSHR
SBRAGRE 5 BEE - SESINBRG  MENES T EZah
® » Hit ik TRECHHRRIL o ]

AR DINT > BNPTEAR T ASE > ﬁ%ﬁﬂwmﬁﬁ
Bm > BAKREE » BHESWERIERERTA o RRE- &

@ HTE AA-THFEUR U - BAAERERLBTHATTE)

{ Appletor’s Ameriesn Encyclopaebia) {7 & # 4 111& |

& Josaph Bellamy { 17191790} » Samnmel Hopkips ( 172118

WB)FEBPER -

Timothy Dwight ( 1752—1811 ) : 8§ » P EAFRE

@ Joln Smalley { 1834—1820) + Nathaniel Emmons ( 1745—18
20)FLAFER o

® John T.Kirklanb (18501840 ) » # %% « $ 2 BAF#L e

® #% Wiliam E. Chenning ( 17601842} »ip %% » AR

XHE ETFARARF (AT TABE | AT HBAD =X -



Jonathan Edwards

two individuals cculd well differ more in temperament, character,
boliefs, and mode of life than did these two men, representing
respectively intellect, practical and abstract. Edwards would have
¢alled Franklin an infidei, and turned him over to the uncovenanted
mercies, if, indeed, such were admitted in bis programme of the
Divine administration. Franklin would have calied Edwards a
Tanatic, and tried the effect of “Poor Richard's” common-sense
on the major premises of his remorseless syllogisms.,

We are proud of the great Boston-born philosopher, who snatch-
ed the thunderbolt from heaven with one hand, and the sceptre
from tyranny with the other. 8o, also, we are proud of the great
New England divine, of whom it might be said quite as truly, “Ed-
puit cejo fulmen.” Did not Dugald Stewart and Sir James Mac-
kintosh recognize his extraotdinary ability? Did not Rebert Hall,
in onc of those “fits of easy transmission,” in which loose and often
exltravagant cxpressions escape from excitable minds, call him “the
greatest of the sons of men”?  Such praise was very rare in those
days, and it is no wonder that we have made the most of these and
similar fine phrases. We always liked the English official mark
on our provincial silver, ard there was not a great deal of it

- 10 .
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Jonathan Edwards

In studying the characteristics of Edwards in his life and writings,
we find so much to remind us of Pascal that, if we believed in the
doctrine of metempsychosis, we could almost feel assured that the
Catholic had come back to earth in the Calvinist. Both were of a
delicate and nervous constitution, habitual invalids. Their features,
it is true, have not so much in commen. The portrait prefixed to
Dwight's cdition of Edwards™s works shows us a high forehead, a
calm, steady eye, a small, rather prim mouth, with something about
it of the unmated and no longer vouthful female. The medallion
of Pascal shows a head not large in the dome, but ample in the
region of the brow, strongly marked features, a commanding
Roman nese, a square jaw, a questioning mouth, an asserting chin,
— a look altogether not unlike that of the ]ate Reverend James
Walker, except for its air of invalidism. Fach was remarkable for
the precocious development of his observing and reflecting powers.
Their spirituzl as well as their mental ¢onditions were parallel in
many respects. Both had a strong tendency to asceticism. Pascal
wore a belt studded with sharp points turned inward, which he
pressed against his body when he felt the aggressive movements of
temptation. He was jealous of any pleasure derived from the de-
licacy of his food, which he regarded sofely as the means of sup-
porting lifc. Edwards did not wear the belt of thorns in a2 material
shapz, but he pricked himself with perpetual self-accusations, and
showed precisely the same jealousy about the gratification of the
palate. He was spared, we may say in parenthesis, the living to
see the republication in Boston ‘of his fellow-countryman, Count

.11
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Jonathan Edwards

Rumford’s, essay “Of the Pleasure of Eating, and of the Means that
may be employed for increasing it.”” Pascal and Edwards were
alike sensitive, purz in heart and in life, profoundly penetrated with
the awful meaning ¢f human existence; bath filled with a sense of
their own littleness and sinfulness; both trembling in the presence
of God and dwelling much upos his wrath and its future manifes-
tations; both singularly powerful as controversialists, and alive all
over to the gaudia certaminis, — onc fighting the Jesuits and the
other the Arminians. They were alike in their retiring ard melan-
choly kind of life. Pascal was a true poet who did not care to wear
the singing robes. As much has been claimed for Edwards on the
strength of a passage here and there which shows sentfiment and
imagincuon. But this was in his youthfel days, and the “little white
flower” of his diary fades out in his polemic treatises, as the “star
of Bethiechem” no longer blossoms when the harsh blades of grass
crowd around it. Pascal’s prose is light and elastic everywhere with
esprit; much of that of Edwards, thickenad as it is with texts from
Scripture, reminds us of the unieavened bread of the Israelite: holy
it may be, but heavy it cortainly is. The exquisite wit which so
delights us in Pascal could not be claimed for Edwards; yet he
could be satirical in a way to make the gravest person smile. Both
had the same fondness for writing in the form of aphorisms, -
natursl to strong thinkers, who act like the bankers whose habit it is
ta sign checks, but not to count out money, — and both not rarely
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Jonathan Edwards

selected the same or similar subjects for their brief utterances.

Even in some external conditions Pascal and Edwards suggest
companson, Both wer: greatly influenced by devout, spiritaally-
minded women.  Pascal, who died unmarrnied, had his two sisters,
— QGilberte and Jacqueline, ~— the fiest of whom, atterwards Ma-
dame Périer, wrote the Memcir of her brother, so simply, so
sweetiy, that one can hardly read it without thinking he hears it in
her own tender woman’s voice, — as if she were audibly shaping
the syllables which are flowing through his mute consciousness.
Edwards’s wife, Sarab Pierrepont, was the lady of whom he wrate
the remarkable account (cited by Mr. Bancroft in his article on
Edwards, as it stands in the first edition of Appleton’s “Cyclopz-
dia”) before he had madc her acquaintance, — she being then only
thirteen ycars old. She was spiritual to exaltation and ecstasy. To
his sister Jerusha, seven ycars yourger than himseif, he was tenderly
attached. She, too, was of a devoutly religious character,

There were certain differcnees in the midst of these parallelisms.
Auvergne, with jts vine-clad slopes, was not the same as Connecti-
cut, with its orchards of elbowed apple-trees. Wiandsor, a pleasant
name, not wanting in stately associations, sounds less romantic than
Clermont.  We think of Blaise and Jacqueline, wandering in the
shadow of Puy de Dome, and kneeling in the ancient cathedral in
that vencrable town where the first trumpet of the first crusade was
blown; and again we see Jonathan and Jerusha straying across Iots
to Poquannock, or sitting in the cold church, side by side on the
smileless Sabbath. Whether or not Fdwards had ever read Pascal

.13.



