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Reading Practice

How Do | Increase My Vocabulary?,

Vocabulary learning is a continuing process. It continues throughout your life. When you are

young you learn something day in and day out. You should keep squeezing every moment of the day

into a new and different learning situation. You continually ask questions and drive yourself to learn

more. The more you learn, the more vocabulary you will know. No matter what your age, you must

continue to learn. Words are “symbols” for ideas. These ideas make knowledge and knowledge is

gained largely through words. The following are some suggestions which may help you increase your

vocabulary:

1
- Read books which interest you and concentrate while you read.

Read books from fields other than your major.

. The more you read, the more words you will come into contact with.

Use new vocabulary in your everyday communication (speaking, writing).

- Become familiar with the vocabulary in your textbooks.
. Become familiar with the dictionary. Understand the pronunciation rules as well as the multiple

meanings of words.

- Try to learn five new words a day and use them in your communication.

1. day in and day out XK ( ¥FRELEARE ) 7. concentrate /'konsentrert/ vi. (on) 4 1

2. squeeze /skwiiz/ vt. ; & BN

3. drive /drarv/ ve. BR{§; Kz 8. come into contact/kontackt/ with $fih

4. no matter what your age AEFHREW 9. become/be familiar /fo'miljo(r)/ with 2%
ZK 10. pronunciation /pramansteifan/ n. %3

5. symbol /'stmbl/ n. 5, 0= 11. multiple /'maltipl/ a. &K, REH

6. other than R[&]F

I

. Put the following information into the circles according to the passage about the process
of learning words.
A. You make yourself learn more.
B. You often ask questions.
C. You learn something every day.
D. You master the words by using them in everyday speaking and writing.
E. Learning more means getting more ideas which will become part of your knowledge.
F. Knowledge is gained mainly through language.
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G. You squeeze time into new learning situations.

CO—=C o= O—=CO—ER =t S

passage.

~ AN A~~~

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the

) 1. When you reach a certain age, your vocabulary stops expanding.

) 2. You should squeeze time for learning new words.

) 3. Knowledge is gained mainly through words.

) 4. You can increase your vocabulary only by reading books related to your major.
) 5. You cannot master new words unless you use them in everyday communication.

lll..Find out the words or phrases in Column B to match the words or phrases in Column A.

Column A Column B

1. vocabulary A. mainly

2. continue B. every day

3. day in and day out C. many

4. drive oneself to D. sign

5. largely E. force oneself to
6. increase F. keep in touch with
7. come in contact with G. words

8. multiple H. different from
9. symbol I. enlarge
10. other than J. goon

Dealing with Unknown Words

Students often find it hard to understand some of the books they have to read because of some new
words. Many students try to understand every single word while reading. In fact, this is not always
necessary. Often you can understand the main points without knowing every single word.

If you meet a new word and you are not sure what it means, follow these steps:

1. Try to guess the meaning of the new word from the

way it is used.

2. Then without wasting any more time, carry on sy
1. carry on 4k%E
2. ignore /1g'no:(r)/ vt. ZAR,
3. look up # (4= id] )

- 4. effectively /t'fektivll/ ad. 45 % b

reading.
3. If necessary, come back to the new word later.
4. If you don’t think the word is important, ignore it.
5. If you think the word is important, look it up in a
dictionary.
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In this way you will learn how to deal with unknown words. You will also learn how to read faster

and more effectively.

I Fillin the steps you can follow when you meet unknown words.
If you are not sure of the meaning of a word, you can 1.

Then without wasting time any more, 2. . If necessary, 3. .
If you don’t think the word is important, 4. . If you think the word is

important, 5.

Il Fill in the following table with verbs or verb phrases from the passage to combine with
the phrase “a new word” .

1. deal with

2.

3.

4. a new word

Learning Languages Is Easy—or Is It?

Have you ever noticed advertisements which say “Learn a foreign language in 6 weeks, or your
money back! From the first day your pronunciation will be excellent. Just send...” and so on. Of
course, it never happens quite like that. The only language that is easy to learn is the mother tongue.
And think how much practice that gets! Speaking a foreign language is what most people want. Every
year millions of people start learning one. How do they do it?

Some people try at home, with books and records or tapes; some use radio or television
programs; others go to evening classes. If they use the language only 2 or 3 times a week,
learning it will take a long time. Clearly it is easier to learn a language in the country where it
is spoken. However, most people cannot afford this, and for many it is not necessary. They just
need the language to do their work better. For example, scientists and doctors chiefly need to
read books and reports in the foreign language. Whether a language is learnt quickly or slowly,
learning itself is hard work. Machines and good books will help, but they cannot do the student’s
work for him.
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1. or your money back ANERHLIR £k 4. record /'reko:d/ n. WE Jy }
2. excellent /'eksolont/ a. #RIFH), HFEH 5. afford /o'fo:d/ ve. IR 45 ‘
3. mother tongue /tay/ f1iE

I. Answer the following questions briefly.
1. What do the advertisements ask you to send?

2. What language is easy to learn according to the passage?

3. How do the people start learning a foreign language?

4. Why do many people learn a foreign language?

5. What is the most important factor ( [/ ) in learning a foreign language?

Il. Put the following phrases into English.

1. 2HME 2. 8HE
3. WrRE B, RET 4. FHMTH
5. BB 6.. RSP SO B

7. B

Successful Language Learners

If we take a close look at successful language learners we may discover a few techniques which
make language learning easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do not depend on books
or teachers; they discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to
explain everything, they try to find the patterns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers
who look for clues and form their own conclusions.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do not wait for a
chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the language and
ask these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to communicate.
When communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is more
important for them to learn to think in the language than to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn a language




because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary for them to learn the
language in order to communicate with these people and to learn something useful from them.

-+ N

1. discover /dis'’kava(r)/ vt. KFR, FH 5. guesser /'gesa(r)/ n. fEIH

2. technique /tek'nik/ n. F AR ; HifE 6. correct /ka'rekt/ vz, 4 1F

3. independent /andr'pendont/ a. Mi57f); H 7. inexact /inig'zaekt/ a. NERR, KSR
EH 8. incomplete /nkom'pli:t/ a. N5E4H, %

. pattern /'paetn/ n, B FEEF SERLEY

I. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.

What is the purpose of this passage?

A. To explain the importance of language learning.

B. To teach people to speak foreign language.

C. To introduce some useful techniques of language learning.
D. To compare language learning with language teaching.
Which one of the following statements is true about successful language learners according to
the passage?

A. They are more intelligent than others.

B. They use special techniques.

C. They have good teachers and good books.

D. They spend much more time learning than others.

. When successful language learners meet some new words, they usually

A. pay no attention to them

B. look them up in the dictionary at once

C. ask their teachers for help

D. try to guess their meaning

Successful language learning is active, so successful learners
A. look for a chance to use the language

B. wait for a chance to use the language

C. try to avoid using the language

D. only use the language in class

. Successful language learners want to learn the language because

A. they have to pass the examination

B. they have interest in the language

C. they think it’s very easy to learn the language
D. they want to find better jobs
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Il. Each of the following questions consists of a “test word” followed by four possible
meanings. Pick out the word that means about the same as the “test word”,

Example: B LT S,

A. watch

v B. close

C. sleep

D. need

When you shut a door, you close it. Therefore the verb close means about the

same as the “test word” shut.

BN 1. speak |

A. point

|

A. paper

g

A. feel

A. pretty

5. receive

A. cry

6. remain

A. stay

E

A. labor

A. open

9. answer

A. reply

E

A. ready

E

A. yellow

|

A. funny

13. people

A. gardens

14. perhaps

A. always

E

A. full -

. talk

. truth

. leave

. small

. get

. laugh

. ship

. want

. return

. short

. round

. straight

. methods

. maybe

. true

. hope

. hill

. start

. real

. wonder

. watch

. plant

. marry

. touch

. easy

. big

. proper

. papers

. truly

. different

. See

. seat

. promise

. close

. mean

. trade

. battle

. paint

. save

. daily

. middle

. real

. folks

. therefore

.ill



