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A Brief Introduction to Chinese Ethnic Groups
Yao People in Jianghua
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Mountains with Wonders
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A Brook through a Thick Forest
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The Landscape of Gupo Hill
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The Jianghua Yao Autonomous County, a county
in the south end of Hunan Province, is located in the
North of Nanling,a joint to the provinces of Hunan,
Guangdong and Guangxi. It is the origin of Xiaoshui
River and the key pass of the inner land to Guangdong
and Guangxi. It covers 3248.72 km* with 22 towns and a

forestation farm. It has a population of 457000, and of
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them 273000 are Yaos (61.5%). Jianghua 1s well
known as the Yao Capital in China and the First
Yao County in China for it has the highest popu-
lation rate of Yao and the largest area for them to
inhabit than any other Yao Autonomous coun-
ties in China.

BiNA Tl Z —RyEg il Lk, AL
m, AAUCEE], B8k, "EFEER
Z | WL AREE, ARG
FEWEETR BRI s ParE, AN




“FEleFEgBET BYAEEELL, Ok AR
FFEBEH R R, El—H
PIRESE, XOL& AR B R AT

Mengzhuling Mountains, in the Five
Ridges, are located in the county. In its north
stands Jiuningshan Mountain, whose peak is
the highest among all the peaks around and

the most beautiful in the neighboring coun-

ties and is always capped with cloud. In the |
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southeast stands Dalongshan Mountain (Big
Dragon Mountain) which is covered with prime-
val forest and full of wilds. In the southwest is
Guposhan Mountain, known as the South Pro-
tective Screen For Wuling Ridge, whose main
branch, Gougualing Ridge, divides the county

into two parts: the east and the west.

SR, ekl B

AR R K E & T, B AR
2 SRR, 2 P E R R R
AT PR, TR AE, 5T AR A
SURERAR, LT ME AR S L
(AT . LB T BB L AR ERAS A AR
i, 4 B AR 25 50K 74% . RIEFHIRA
KW, VARG T R T R
U™, “ SR Fh IS R B 5 AR
ZRE.




It is well known as the Land of Firs in China for

its abundance of good firs. It is an important timber
manufacturing base in the South of China. The vegeta-
tion rate of the county reaches 74%, and Jianghua has
won many fames for the excellent natural environment
such as the Lung of South China, the Natural Oxygen
Bar, the Gene Bank of Animals and Plants.
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The hydrographical net in Jianghua is very
complicated. It provides the main origins of the
Xiangjiang River system and the Zhujiang River system.
Mengzhuling Mountains are the origins of two rivers:
Fenghe River and Tuojiang River. The former one flows

eastwards through the hills covered with green forest,
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A Path Winding through Flowers

whose beauty lighted the inspiration of
Ye Weilin, a famous Chinese writer,
and the River without Marks is the re-
sult of the inspiration. The Latter goes
westwards through the fertile rice
fields, which was named as Wide Deep
River in the ancient map in the West
Han Dynasty. Besides, Jingbian River
(Conquering River) and Baisha River
(White Sands River) also originate in
the county and flow to the system of

Zhujiang River.
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A Green River
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Jianghua abounds with mineral resources

and 36 kinds of them have been verified, of which
rare-earth, tin ore, silver and gold are the first in
China. Jianghua is also rich in hydroelectric re-
sources and many small-sized power stations have
been built ,which make Jianghua win good fame
. in the South of the Five Ridges. It has been esti-
-'f_f_mated that there remains 465200 kilowatt of wa-

power to be developed in the county.
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A People with Long History
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The Yao people today are considered to develop from the Jingman,
an ancient ethnic group living the middle part of Yangtze River, by
most scholars. The Biography of Zhang Zuan in the Liang History writ-
ten in the beginning of Tang Dynasty was the first history book that

referred to the Yao as “moyaoman’.
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Traditionally, Yao were migrating people. In or-
der to avoid being oppressed, the forefathers of Yao
were forced to leave their plain lands and homes for
the remote mountainous areas. There they adjusted
themselves to the new environment, and developed a
new way of production. In the winter they wound
choose patches of land or slope they thought fit for
farm to flash and waited the slashed wood and grass
dry, then had them burned. When spring came, they
would plough the burned land and plant. After about
ten years, the lands were over exploited and became
infertile. They would have to leave the place and move
to another to look for new lands to farm. Jianghua,
the mountainous area with wonders, was naturally a
promising land for them to gather and settle down.
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There are three subgroups of Yao in Jianghua,
and their autonyms are Mjen, Bingduoyou (or Yeheni)
and Zhaishanren (people from Zhaishan, or
Wuzhouren, people from Wuzhou) relatively. Although
they are different, the key meanings of all the autonyms
are the same “human being”. Their hecteronyms,
which are relatively Gaoshan Yao(High Mountain Yao),
Pingdi Yao (Level Land Yao), Dingban Yao and
Guoshan Yao (Mountain-Passing Yao), are also differ-
ent because of the difference in their environment, ways
of production and life. During the period of Ming and
Qing Dynasties, they were relatively referred to as
Sheng Yao (the Raw / uncooked / unrefined Yao) and
Shu Yao (the ripe / cooked / refined Yao) according to

the degrees to which they were naturalized.
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