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PREEACE

Situated in the middle of Yunnan Flateau, Chuxiorng Autonomous Prefecture of the Yi nationality, known as “the gate-
to Yunnan Province”, lies between Dianchi Lake and Erhai Lake. The Chengdu—Kunming raiiway and the Kunming—Wanding
highway stretch across the boundaries of the Yi Prefecture. In this vast land of more than 29,000 square kilometers. there live
over 2,200,000 people of the Yi nationality, the Han, the Lisu, the Miao, the Dai, the Hui (Moslems), the Bai, the Hani and other
nationalities.

This is the pland of beauty. There are many high mountains and big rivers in the area of Chuxiong Autonomous
Prefecture of the Yi Nationality. There stand the Wumeng Mountain in the east, the Ailao Mountain in the South and the Bai-
caoling Ridge towers aloft in the north. Thus is formed a “tripartite confrontation”. The Lishe River flowing in the south, the
Jingshajiang River in the north make ¢ “circulation of two rivers”. All the above men tioned makes Chuxiong Prefecture
magnificent in scenery and mysterious in its outlook. The land is full of dense forests, all kinds of strange, attractive high
mountain ridges, and green and fertile open fields. Here too, are many small bridges over the fbowing streams
comparable to the basins and plains of the Waterr Region, south of the lower reaches of the Changjiang
River. Theren are year-round frost-free river-valleys with typical subtropical scenery, as well as enchanting| natural landscapes,
and the mysterious scenery of the Earth Forest. There are many beauty spots, too, such as Shishan Temple (Lion Mountain
Temple), in Wuding County, Which is connected with the the trail of Emperor Jianwen, and full of legendary colour, Baita {the
White Tower) of the Tang Dynasty: the Stone Carving of the Yuan Dynasty; the Moya Precipice of the Song Dynasty; the tem-
ple of the Ming Dynasty and some newly-built gardens and parks. All this attracts visitors so much that they can not tear them-
selves away easily-There are also many traditional festivals celebrated by the various nationalities. Third Mouth For example.
the annual Torch Festival, Flower Planting Festival (Chahuajie). Flower Festival (Huashan hui), and the Third Month Fair etc.
You can enioy yourself to the full watching the beauty and charms of the nationalities and understanding their pursuit of
beauty and their love of a new life in these traditional festivals. -

This is the land of mystery. The archaeological excavations and fossils of ancient creatures which have been unearthed



in recent decades in Chuxiong Prefecture are as follcws:the Lufeng dinosaur lived about 80,000,000 years ago, the Lufeng
ancient Lama Apes lived about 8,000,000 years ago, the Butterfly Lama Ape , lived about 3 to 4 million years ago, the
Oriental Man, lived about 2,500,000 years ago the Yuanmou Man, lived about 1,700,000 years ago; the culture ot the New
Stone Age of the Longchuan River about 3,000 years ago characterized by Dadunzi and the Wangjiaba Bronze culture
which marked the beginning of civilization. Such a strong succession of stages and complete series of links is rarely seen.
So, many anthropologists home and abroad regard Chuxiong Prefecture as * the cradle of mankind. ”

This is the land of rich resources. The Yi Prefecture is rich in various natural resources which remain to be exploited.
Now only less than 20% of the minerals and water resources have been exploited and used - There are over 300 species of
animals and over 6,000 species of plants in the Prefecture. The Prefecture is also famous for its special mountain varieties
like walnuts, tuckahoe and edible mushrooms, etc which sell well both at home and abroad.

Since ancient times people of the Yi the Han and other nationalities have been reclaiming and cultivating this
area of land which lies in the south of China, It is worth mentioning that people of vatious nationalities thrcughout the prefecture,
living harmoniously together and using their untiring hands, have greatly changed the vast area of the Yi Prefecture. With
its long history, the Yi Prefecture in recent years is progressing and brimming with youthful vigour. With its vitality and
prosperity, the developing Yi Prefecure will have a more inspiring and much brighter future in building socialist modernizations.
May you soar, our beloved Yi Prefecture.
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In the mysterious and beautiful land of Chuxiong
Autonomous Yi Prefecture, you can enjoy the intoxicating
scenery, and enjoy yourself in search of a trace of ancient
culture. Great changes in this vast land form the wonderful
and mysterious picture scroll of the advance of history.
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Above: Snow-covered Wumeng Mountain
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Left: Spring visiting the Jingshajiang River
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Silk tree-The King of Trees
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Above: Chuxiong City—the Capital
of the Yi Autonomous Prefecture
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Right: Yanta Tower (Wild Goose Tower),
South of Chuxiong City
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Longjiang
Park
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One of the Yi villages in High Mountain
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Defeng Temple, in Yaoan County, which was built in the 4 \ ) S

same period as the Imperial Palace in Beijing, is an architectural :

structure with no nails or wedges, but was built of interlocking
wooden beams. The doors and windows were uniquely carved.
The temple has remained intact in the style of traditional Chinese
architecture.

In the temple, there is a self-cast reclining bronze statue of the
Yi scholar—— Gao-mengying.
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Above: The Monument to Dali Kingdom in the Song Dynasty, ‘Ode to the

Virtue and Fortune of Hufaminggong’, Zixi Mountain
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A view of E'lu Park(Xishan Park)
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The Store Building for Buddhist Sutras, Which

Looks like the Emperor's Pilace

Left: Shishan Mountain(Lion Mountain), Wuding County

on Shishan Mountain
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for Buddhist Sutras
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The White Tower(Baita), Dayao County, is an ancient chime-shaped tower unique in our country.
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One of the Historical relics of the Ancient Culture of the Yi Nationality—— The Bronze Statue of Confucius in the

‘Shi, His Excellency’, a Stone Carving Confucian Temple, Shiyang, Da—yao
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The various nationalities in the Yi Prefectur

| live harmoniously together. They are brave, har
working and good at singing and dancing. The
bright and colourful dress is skillfully embroidere
by themselves. The melodious songs and brilliar
dances are composed and rehe arsed by themselv
too- Their charming and appealing traditions an

customs make Vvisitors linger on without an
thought of leaving-.
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