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Unit 1

The Internet
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Computers and the Internet have become an important part of
our life. To some extent, the Internet is changing our economy, our
society and our life greatly. People use computers more and more
both at work and at home. Surfing the Internet is very common and
popular among young people. People can get information, do shop-
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g ping, send e-mails, or chat online. In the Information Age, it is
0

Do o0 0> 0> 0> 0> 0> 0> 0> 0>

) difficult to imagine what life would be like without the Internet.
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7" Section One Intensive Listening

Task 1 Listening Practice

A. Mini-dialogues
Listen to the following five mini-dialogues, and then for each question

below, choose the best answer from the four choices given.
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Dialogue 1

A) A business plan. B) A working schedule.

C) A computer problem. D) A computer class.
Dialogue 2

A) Expensive. B) Interesting.

C) Exciting. D) Easy and quick.
Dialogue 3

A) It is interesting.
B) It can help them improve their English.
C) They can make friends online.

D) It can save their time.

Dialogue 4
A) More than four hours. B) Not less than four hours.
C) Four hours. D) Less than four hours.
Dialogue 5
A) Colleagues. B) Husband and wife.
C) Classmates. D) Teacher and student.

B. Conversations
Listen to the following conversations , and then for each question below ,

choose the best answer from the four choices given.

Conversation 1

Words and Expressions

consumptive /kan'samptiv/ a. H 5w

1. What’s the probable relationship between the man and the woman?
A) Husband and wife. B) Roommates.
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C) Classmates. D) Father and daughter.
2. Which of the following statements is TRUE?

A) Father remembers Mary’s birthday clearly.

B) They agree to buy a pink computer as a gift.

C) The computer cannot work well.

D) They finally buy the gift online.

Conversation 2

Words and Expressions

split up 2F Wk A
help out 5 B fif e e R (SR AE R 3E)
in a word MEX,8x,—a

informative /Im'foimotiv/ a. 32442 8.65; ¥ K 0L I1E &

3. Why does Tony look so happy?
A) Because he has got his girlfriend’s e-mail.
B) Because he will go to America.
C) Because he has got a phone call from his girlfriend.
D) Because he has written e-mail to his family.
4. Which of the following is NOT true according to the conversation?
A) E-mail can save money.
B) E-mail is convenient.
C) E-mail helped Tony and his girlfriend split up years ago.
D) E-mail can keep people in touch with each other.
5. What else does Emma do with the Internet besides e-mailing?
A) Playing computer games.
B) Making friends.

C) Searching for information and chatting with people.
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D) FEarning money.

C. Passage
Listen to the following passage, and then complete it by filling in the

missing words.

Online shopping is really becoming 1  around the world, and I
have a friend who does all of her buying online. She says she can find
whatever she needs from online stores and communities like Taobao,
eBay, and Amazon. In many cases, 2  stores have a limited selec—

tion of products on 3 whereas an online store often has a wide selec—
tion of goods from which to choose. My friend says she can also look up
product reviews and 4  prices much easier from her house than travel
from store to store. 5  important, she can shop whenever she likes

since online stores never close.

Task 2 Listen & Enjoy

Study the words and expressions listed below. Then listen to an educa—

tion report and try to imitate the reporter.

Words and Expressions

disrupt /dis'rapt/ ot. SHG AR, R
innovation /ma'verfan/ n. EH, R, KE
laptop /'leepitop/ n. ZAT KW s

individualize / md1'vidjuslaiz/ vt. WK ANt AR AR
A LAy e 4 AE

enrollment /1n'rovlmant/ n. Bit; AR, AL B
WA
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Computers have been used in teaching for more than 20 years. But
a new book says that only now are they changing education. And it pre—
dicts that a lot more is about to happen. The book is called Disrupting
Class: How Disruptive Innovation Will Change the Way the World
Learns.

“Disruptive Innovation” is a theory developed by lead author Clay—
ton Christensen, a professor at Harvard Business School. He says organ—
izations almost always use new, creative technology only to continue
what they already do.

New technology should change organizations, he says, disrupt
them in a good way. They should use the technology to do things differ—
ently — for example, to serve more needs.

The new book says the needed disruptive force in education is com-
puter-based learning.

Michael Horn, another author of Disrupting Class, told us about a
Boston public school that he had visited. Every student at Lilla G.
Frederick Middle School in Dorchester, Massachusetts, has a laptop
computer.

One class was learning about storms. Michael Horn says the laptops
made it possible to truly individualize the lessons, to divide materials by
ability level and learning style. At the end, the students all took part in a
discussion led by the teacher.

Computer-based learning offers a way for students to take advanced
courses not offered at their school, or to retake classes they failed. It al-
so serves those who cannot physically attend school, and students who
receive home-schooling or need tutoring.

Computer-based learning includes online courses. Enrollments in
online courses have grown sharply. In 2007, the United States had about

one million enrollments, not including college courses. Students could
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be enrolled in more than one course, through schools or education com—
panies.

High school students make up about 70% of the enrollments. Still,
nationally , only about 1% of all high school courses last year were
taught online.

But the authors of Disrupting Class predict it will be 10% in about
six years. And their research suggests that the number will be about
50% by 2019. And Michael Horn says the future of online learning

could be even greater in developing countries.

.............................

............................

1. Harvard Business School: "2b & 5 1%
2. Massachusetts: ( ZE M %) LFE#EFE

Task 3 Listen & Relax

Listen to the English song My Love by following the lyrics below. Sing it

along.
My Love

An empty street

An empty house

A hole inside my heart

I'm all alone

The rooms are getting smaller
I wonder how

I wonder why

I wonder where they are
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The days we had

The songs we sang together

Oh, yeah

And oh, my love

I'm holding on forever

Reaching for a love that seems so far
So I say a little prayer

And hope my dreams will take me there
Where the skies are blue to see you once again, my love
Overseas and coast to coast

To find a place I love the most

Where the fields are green to see you once again, my love

I try to read

I go to work

I'm laughing with my friends

But I can’t stop to keep myself from thinking
Oh, no

I wonder how

I wonder why

I wonder where they are

The days we had

The songs we sang together

Oh, yeah and oh, my love

I'm holding on forever

Reaching for a love that seems so far
So I say a little prayer

And hope my dreams will take me there
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Where the skies are blue to see you once again, my love
Overseas and coast to coast
To find a place I love the most

Where the fields are green to see you once again, my love

To hold you in my arms

To promise you my love

To tell you from the heart

You're all I'm thinking of

I'm reaching for a love that seems so far

So I say a little prayer

And hope my dreams will take me there

Where the skies are blue to see you once again, my love
Overseas and coast to coast

To find a place I love the most

Where the fields are green to see you once again, my love

Say a little prayer

Dreams will take me there

Where the skies are blue to see you once again
Overseas and coast to coast

To find a place I love the most

Where the fields are green to see you once again, my love
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\// Section Two  Viewing

Task 4 Listen & Read

Listen to the following words and expressions. Read them three times be—

Jfore you watch the movie clip.

Words and Expressions

galaxy /'geeloksi/ n. 2 F, KA
fantasy /'fentosi/ n. B, 448
beckon /'bekon/ v. B R
dissect /dr'sekt/ v. i)
raging /'rerdzin/ a. VER b
nomad /'noumad/ n. it s

a. s &0 I A
eliminate /1'liminert/ v. Herk
butt /bat/ n. Je iR
sigh /sar/ n. B (=)
doze /dovz/ n. A& Bk
sorrow /'sprou/ v. B3 45

homecoming /'houvm kamin/ a. BT 49

cyberspace /'satbospers/ n. JEBAZ B ), ) 24 18]
escort /'eskoit/ n. PR, PEE

brat /braet/ n. NFAK R, T
salmon /'s@maon/ n. 2, KG% 8
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Jag /dzeg/ n. () #5973 % ( B4R 4 Jaguar 89%598)
suck /sak/ v. ik (12) A, KT

Task 5 Watch & Think

Watch the movie clip and decide whether each of the following state—

ments is true ( T) or false (F).

1. Sam and Austin have not talked for a long time. ( )

2. Austin misses Sam very much because they haven’t seen each

other for ages. ( )

3. Sam and Austin know each other in the real world, but they

don’t know their identifications in the cyberspace. ( )

4. Austin’s father always encourages Austin to pursue the dream

to be a writer. ( )

5. Sam is eager to meet her admirer in the cyberspace. ( )

Terry:

Sam:

Terry:

Carter:

Sam:

Carter:

A Cinderella Story

Greetings. Samantha, you look absolutely stunning today, as
per usual.

Thank you, Terry.

Excuse me, I must get back to my galaxy now. Zion, Lieu—
tenant Terry here. Hello? Can you hear me? Captain? You're
going in and out.

Poor guy.

At least he’s happy.

Happy? Guy lives in another world.
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