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The Compiling Principles for the
Sui Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of one general map. thirteen component maps, two simplified
maps and one inset.

2. The general map deals with the territorial and administrative situation of the Sui ( F )
Dynasty at the eighth year of Da Ye ( X %) Period (A.D. 612) and the distribution of China’s
border minorities at that time.

The Sui Dynasty had a Jun ( & ) -Xian ( % ) two level local administrative system (The
Jun, however, was called Zhou /| from A.D. 583-607, and after A.D. 607, Jun was used).
During the Da Ye Period it had 190 Jun, but the map shows only part of the Jun -seats, and no
Jun-borderlines. .

The area of some border minorities is delineated, but Eastern Cuan ( #£ ), Western Cuan
(7T 4) Bao Ji(¥ %), FuGuo (Ft ), Nu Guo (< d ) and a few others suffer from inadequate
records and have only their approximate locations marked.

3. Out of the thirteen component maps, twelve present all the Jun and Xian of the Sui
Dynasty at the eighth year of Da Ye Period and one deals with the Nan Ning ( & % ) area during
the Kai Huang ( f £) Period.

4. As thc'Sui Dynasty’s Jun are not large, one component map will cover a number of them.
And the map is called, adopting the traditional name used at that time, ““Those X Area Jun".
“Those He Nan (7 %) Area Jun™ has an inset. Border tribes like Shi Wei ( ¥ # ) and Mo He
($: 88 ) are to be found on the “Those Liao Xi (# %) Area Jun” map.

5. The Jun and Xian of the Sui Dynasty are based on the situation at the eighth year of Da
Ye Period. Those Xian clearly recorded as existing at the eighth year of Da Ye Period in books
hke Yuan He Jun Xian Zhi ( U R0 & 8 &K , Records of Jun and Xian During the Yuan He Period)
are marked though they may not appear in Sui Shu Di Li Zhi (% ¥ #3% % . Geographical
Records, The Sui Dynasty History). There were more than 1,300 Xian under 190 Jun. The Jun
and Xian seats and the borderlines of Jun are drawn.

6. The administrative area of Nan Ning Zhou Zong Guan Fu ( i = # 48 & 7f ) is based on
the situation at the seventeenth year of Kai Huang Period (A.D. 597). And it shares with the
neighbouring tribes like Pu( ;# ) one map called**"Nan Ning Area”. The NanNing Zhou Zong
Guan Fu and its subordinate Zhou are all treated as Jun-level administration. At its seat the full
name of Nan Ning Zhou Zong Guan Fu is given to show its status,

7. Those Jun and Xian, earlier disqualified or later established. are drawn on a selectjve

basis and treated as a Ju Yi (¥ 2, inhabited locality)-level locality while marked with the
Chinese character for Jun or Xian.

8. Those Guan Guan ( % %, officer in charge of a pass) as recorded in books like Yuan He
Jun Xian Zhi , with a reference to Yang Shou Jing’s (% <= £ ) book Sui Shu Di Li Kao Zheng
(P& F I8 %% , Examinations on the Geographical Records, The Sui Dynasty History).

9. Mountains. rivers, lakes and islands are based on the Geographical Records, The Sui
Dynasty History, with a supplement from Shui Jing Zhu { 4 % 1 . Notes to the Book of Rivers).
XmJiuTang Shu Di Li Zhi (# % /& £ W38 £, The Geographical Records, The Old Tang Dynasty
History and The New Tang Dynasty History),etc., when the names from various books are
inconsistent, the one from Shui Jing Zhu is chosen. If an element is seen in records of neither
earlier dynasty nor later dynasty, or in either earlier dynasty or later dynasty, it is generally left
out. But those with exceptional importance will be drawn with indicating the name.

10. The border regimes, Eastern Tu Que ( % # . Turks) and Western Tu Que ( % 4 . Turks)
cach have a simplified map to themselves. The tribes in the Northeast are to be found in the map



of “Those Liao Xi Area Jun” of the Sui Dynasty. Bao Ji and other tribes in the Southwest get no
special treatment. The marking year for the Western Tu Que regime is set between the seventh
year of Da Ye Period (A.D. 611) and the first year of Yi Ning (# % ) Period (A.D. 617), and its
subordinate Gao Chang ( & &, Qoco), Yan Qi (% % , Karashahr), Shu Le (4 %/, Kashgar), Qiu
Ci (%, Kucha), Yu Tian (¥4 . Khotan) and other tribes are treated as a Jun-level
administration.

The Compiling Principles for the
Tang Dynasty Period Map-Group

I. This map-group consistsof three general maps. two enlarged local maps . seventeen
component maps, five simplified maps and six insets.

2. The three general maps deal respectively with the territorial and administrative
situations of the Tang Dynasty at the second year of Zong Zhang ( 4 %) Period (A.D. 669), the
twenty-ninth year of Kai Yuan (# 7. ) Period (A.D. 741) and the fifteenth year of Yuan He
(7% ) Period ( A.D. 820), and the distribution areas of China’s border minorities and the
regimes they established at that particular time.

3. The Zong Zhang general map covers some Zhou ( /i )-seat in Tang's interior region,
border areas that belonged respectively to the four Du Hu Fu ( # % /) of An Dong (% %), An
Bei (% 4¢), Shan Yu ( #F), An Xi (% %), and a number of Ji Mi ( ¥ %, attached) Du Hu Fu
under some border Zhou Du Du Fu ( # £ 4f ), and then some Du Du Fu and Zhou. The ten
Dao( # ) then are largely geographical regionalizations drawn with the convenience of the run
of rivers and mountains. The administrative units in all China were customarily put under the
Dao. thatis why the name and borderlines of the Dao appear in the map. Besides, tribes in the
border areas such as Shi Wei ( £ £ ), Mo He ( %t % ) and Tu Bo (- % . Tibetan) are also covered.

4. The Kai Yuan general map covers some Fu ( # ) and Zhou-seats in Tang’s interior
region, border areas that belonged respectively to six Du Hu Fu and a number of Ji Mi Du Du
Fu and Ji Mi Zhou under some border Zhou and Du Hu Fu. Established along the frontiers at
that time were ten Jie Du Shi ( # /& # ). three Jin Lue Shou Zhuo Shi ( & ey 47 ), which are
the official names of the commanding officers of the border military regions, and are given
beside the symbol of stationing place. The Dao had evolved into supervisory regions. fifteen in
all, under the command of Cai Fang Shi (# 5 % ), whose office-seat is indicated with a line
under the name of a Fu or a Zhou where the official stationed. The regimes in the border areas
such as Tu Que (% # . Turks) and Tu Bo are also indicated.

5. After the An Lu Shan (% 1) -Shi Si Ming ( # 8 ) Rebellion, the Tang Dynasty
cstablished Fang Zhen (75 41, when applied in particular cases. it is usually called so and so
Zhen, while Fang Zhen is used collectively) as the top of local administrative hierachy. At the
lastyear of Yuan He Period there were forty-seven Zhen in ail China.with in addition the Jing
Zhao Fu ( % sk f ) where the national capital was. The Yuan He general map covers the area
of all the forty-seven Zhen and their seats. By then the Caj Fang Shi had been done away with,
but the fifteen Dao were still in use as geographical names. However, as they were likely to
be confused with Fang Zhen regionalizations, they are left out. The regimes then in the border
areas such as Bo Hai (# ), Hui Hu (= # ) and Nan Zhao ( % 8 ) are indicated.

Being limited by its scale. the general map does not cover all the Zhou that are not at the
scat of various Zhen. which are referred to as Zhi Jun (% & . sub-Jun). So an enlarged map,
Fang Zhen in the Yuan He Period. is specially made to cover all the Zhou-seats except some
Xing Zhou ( 47 }, provisional and resident in nature) in the border areas. But the Xing Zhou are
listed on the back of the map.




6. The division of the component maps is in accordance with the division of fifteen
supervisory Dao in the Tang Dynasty. The maps cover all China in terms of the Fu, Zhou and
Xian-seats, the administrative areas of Fuand Zhou. the seats and administrative areas of the Ji
Mi units at all levels, and all the military garrison points. Apart from the two maps on Northern
Guan Nei Dao ( % %3 ) and Western Long You Dao ( B % i ), the remaining fifteen maps are
drawn according to the administrative situation at the twenty-ninth year of Kai Yuan Period.

7. As the Cai Fang Shi of the fifteen Dao assumed “‘the supervision against all illegalities
hke the CiShi( # # )inthe Han( ;£ ) Dynasty’", the component maps are based on the division
of the Dao, one map covering one Dao, or one map two Dao, or two maps one Dao. The office-
seat of the Cai Fang Shi in the Dao is indicated with a line under the name of a Fu or Zhou
where the official stationed. except Jing Ji Dao ( # # 18 ) and Guan Nei Dao whose Cai Fang Shi
and their office-seats within the national capital.

8. There were at theend of Kai Yuan Period 328 Fu or Zhou consisting of 1573 Xian. All of
them, except Yi ( # ) Zhou. Xi ( # ) Zhou and Ting ( & ) Zhou to be found in the Western
Long You Dao component map. are presented in the fifteen component maps, marked
according to the administrative situation at the end of Kai Yuan Period. Those Zhou and Xian
that are either hardly verifiable or found having different names in the Di Li Zhi (#%8 % .
Geographical Records) from those on the maps are all listed on the back of the maps.

9. The administrative system of the Tang Dynasty had the regular Xian with their Liu
Guan (=%, officials sent by the central government) as well as the Ji Mi Du Du Fu
(8B4 56 ), Ji Mi Zhou (E % 1) and J1 M1 Xian ( # ¥ # ), the office of whose respective
commanding officers. i.e. Du Du ( # %), Ci Shi and Xian Ling ( # 4 ), was hereditorily taken up
by generations of the chiefs of the tribes that were attached to the Tang’s border areas, and
those Ji Mi Du Du Fu. Ji Mi Zhou and Ji Mi Xian having shifted inward from the border areas
and residing in the regular Zhou and regular Xian near the borders. The Tang Dynasty at its
peak of influence boasted of 856 Fu and Zhou, under six Du Hu Fu and a number of border-
Zhou Du Du Fu. Handicapped by inadequate records and data, the maps are inconsistent in the
treatment: only a few Fu and Zhou have both their administrative area and seat marked while
most of the Fuand Zhou have only the seat or approximate location marked but not the border
lines, and the names of tribes and kingdoms are given in brackets in a few cases. The resident Fu.
resident Zhou and resident Xian that had shifted inward have their names added at the residing
places. when several Fu and Zhou co-administered in one residing place, the indication will be
X and other Fuand Zhou™ or "X and other Zhou™, the full list of those Fuand Zhou is found
on the back of the map. There is room for only a small part of the Ji Mi Fu, Ji Mi Zhou and Ji Mi
Xianin Jian Nan (% % ) Dao to appear on the map. and so the full list of the Fu, Zhou and Xian
there 1s provided on the back of the map. when the Ji M1 Fu, Ji Mi Zhou and Ji Mi Xian share
the same character-type with the regular Zhou and regular Xian, the mark-symbol for the next
downward level 1s used for the tormer units in order to differentiate.

10. At the end of Kai Yuan Period. ten Jie Du Shi and three Jin Lue Shou Zhuo Shi were
established along the borders to take charge of military and garrison affairs. Their names are
marked at the places where they stationed. The Zhen Shu (4 &), Jun ( E ), Cheng ( # ) and
Shou Zhuo (= #£) under their command are all marked with the symbol of Ju Yi ( ¥ 2.
inhabited locahity), but those in the four Zhen of An Xi enjoy the symbol of Xian.

I'l. As the Du Hu Fu ruled over the Ji Mi Du Du Fuand Ji Mi Zhou in remote border areas.
1ts administrative area is generally farger than that of the border-Zhou Du Du Fu. During the
Kai Yuan Period there had been six Du Hu Fu. namely An Xi. Bei Ting (57 5 ). An Bei. Shan
Yu. An Dong. An Nan (% # ). but they were established at different times and subjected to
irregular disqualification or re-establishing, and their seats had been on the move. The
particular vears are indicated in a series on the map when the establishment. disqualification
and scat-shifting took place. In addition. there were Kun Ling ( 2% } Ji Mi Du Hu Fu and

e



Meng Chi (;% # ) Ji Mi Du Hu Fu that ruled over the Du Du Fu and Zhou established by tribes
like Tu Que in Eastern Sui Ye Chuan ( # % ! , Chu), Western Sui Ye Chuan, and west of Sui Ye
Chuan. Both of them, belonging first to An Xi and then Bei Ting are indicated in their
approximate location.

12. Two maps are drawn according to the situation at the second year of Zong Zhang
Period (A.D. 669) to illustrate the territorial area in China’s northern and western borders when
the Tang Dynasty was at its peak of power. One is An Bei Du Hu Fu and Shan Yu Du Hu Fu in
the northern part of Guan Nei Dao, the other 1s An Xi Du Hu Fu in the western part of Long
Y ou Dao. But the old location of An Bei and Shan Yu, 1.e. the Tu Que at the end of Kai Yuan
Period and the administrative areas of An Xi Fu and Bei Ting Fu (Bei Ting Fu was established
at the second year of Chang An &% out of An Xi) are all to be fouhd in the general map, with
no component-map indication.

13. There were five major regimes along the borders of the Tang Dynasty, each having a
simplified map to illustrate its territorial area at its peak of influence. For the Tu Que map the
marking year is the twenty-ninth year of Kai Yuan Period of the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 741); for
the Hui He, Tu Bo and Bo Hai maps the fifteenth of Yuan He Period of the Tang Dynasty (same
as the second year of Jian Xing # # Period of Bo Hai Regime, A.D. 820); for the Nan Zhao
map the sixth year of Qian Fu (% #f ) Period of the Tang Dynasty (same as the third year of
Zhen Ming # 8§ Period of Nan Zhao Regime, A.D. §79).

147 In Tu Que and Hui He, the location of Ya Zhang ( 7 %, headquarter tent) marked as a
capital, famous cities and stone tablets are drawn, together with the localities of the tribes
attached to them. In Tu Bo, its capital Luo Xi Cheng ( i# %3 . Ra-sa), cities and towns, the
localities of the tribes attached to it are all drawn. For the cities and towns, markings are made
either as Xian or Ju Y1 according to their significance. There were, moreover, five military and
civilian zones, i.e. Wu Ru ({1 #, Dbu-ru), Yue Ru (#, G-yo-ru), Ye Ru( 4, G-yas-ru), Ru
La ( 4r47., Ru-lag), Sun Bo Ru (3% 4. Sum-pa’i-ru) to be treated as a local region. All those
difficult geographical names are listed on the back of the map. Bo Hai had five Jing ( 3,
capital), fifteen Fu ( #f ), sixty-two Zhou ( /i ). Among them, fifteen Fu and three Du Zou
Zhou ( % % /i, the Zhou enjoying the privilege to report to the court directly) had their border
lines drawn. The Shang Jing ( L %, Upper Capital) is treated as a capital, the other four Jing as
Pei Du ( [ #5. secondary capital), the Fu as the Fu-Zhou of the Tang Dynasty, the Zhou as the
Xian of the Tang Dynasty, the Xian and Ju Yias Ju Y1, but the character-type of their names are
used differently. The Zhou and Xian are not all covered because of lacking records. Nan Zhao
had six Jie Du ( & £ ). two DuDu (# # ) and ten Dan ( &% ) and their border lines are drawn. Its
capital Yang Ji Mie Cheng ( 3 # ## 4 ) and the other capital Shan Chan Fu ( # ¥ # ) are treated
as the capital and secondary capital respectively. The seats of Jie Du and Du Du are treated as
the Fu-Zhou of the Tang Dynasty. And the Dan. Fu. Zhou, Jun, Cheng ( # ), Bu ( # ) under
them are traated as the Xian of the Tang Dynasty or Ju Yi according to their significance.

The Compiling Principles for the Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdoms Period Map-Group

I. This map-group consists of one general map and eleven simplified maps.

2. The general map deals with the situation at the eighth year of Tian Fu ( % 1#% ) Period, Jin
(& ). including the territorial and administrative areas of the regimes in central China and
border regions, and the distribution of the border minorities. The capital and secondary capital,
and some of the Fu ( # ), Zhou ( # ), Jun ( & ), Jun ( & ) are drawn as far as the central
regimes and Qi Dan ( # # , Khitai)and Da Li ( A # ) are concerned. The border minorities suffer
from inadequate records, and so only their approximate locations are marked. without the
delineation of their border lines.




3. As the central China regimes of this period are short-lived and comparatively small in
area, which led to their copying, with little variation, of the administrative system of the Tang
( # ) Dynasty, they are here presented all in simplified maps, covering only the seats of Jie Du
Shi (% & 1), Zhen ( # ), Fu, Zhou, but not the names of Xian and lower-than-Xian localities,
some with justifiable significance are given. The regimes are drawn when they generally had the
largest area. The five dynasties in the Huanghe River basin, i.e. Liang ( 3 ), Tang ( & ), Jin,
Han ( ;£ ). Zhou ( / ). each have a map to themselves, marking a group of five. The separatist
regimes in the North, including Jin ( # )and Qi ( !5 ) during the Liang period, and some Zhen
like Lu Long ( & #£), and Northern Han ( ;£ ) (i.e. one of the Ten Kingdoms) during the Zhou
period are all to be found in the above five maps. The nine separatist regimes in the South, 1.¢.
Wu ( 2 ), Southern Tang ( # ), Former Shu ( & ), Later Shu ( % ), Southern Han ( & ), Wu
Yue (24 ). Min( # ), Chu( # )and Nan Ping ( #% ), and the border regime Chang He ( &)
in the Southwest are presented in five maps, sometimes two or three sharing one map. There is
still another map to cover the border tribal regimesin Xi Yu ( % # , the Western Regions) like Xi
Zhou Hui He ( # 1/ 1E148 ), Yu Tian ( + 4, Khotan), Jiu Xing Wu Hu (A, %4 % # ), Ge Luo Lu
( &%+ . Karluks). Thus the total number of simplified maps will be eleven.

4. The territories and administrative regionalizations of the Five Dynasties and Ten
Kingdoms maps are drawn in accordance with the situation of the following particular years:

Liang, Jin. Qi, Lu Long and other Zhen

— the-second year of Kai Ping (F-F ) Period, Liang (same as the fifth year of Tian You

* # Period, Jin and Qi) (A.D. 908)
Tang
—the first year of Qing Tai (7% %) Period (A.D. 934)
Jin
— the ¢ighth year of Tian Fu Period (A.D. 943)
Han '
— the second year of Qian You (¥ # ) Period (A.D. 949)
Zhou, Northern Han
—the sixth vear of Xian De (£ ) Period, Zhou (same as the third year of Tian Hui
% & Period, Northern Han) (A.D. 959)

Wu, Min

— the sixth year of Da He ( x#) Period. Wu (same as the second year of Long Qi
3 % Period, Min) (A.D. 934)

Southern Tang, Wu Yue

— the twelfth year of Bao Da (% &) Period, Southern Tang (same as the first year of Xian
De Period, Wu Yue) (A.D. 954)

Former Shu

— the sixth year of Qian De (% i) Period (A.D. 924)

Later Shu

— the seventeenth vear of Guang Zheng ( % ¥ ) Period (A.D. 954)

Southern Han

—the twelfth year of Qian He (# 47) Period (A.D. 954)

Chu, Nan Ping

— the eighth year of Tian Fu Period (A.D. 943)

It was during the later stage of the Five Dynasties Period that the southwestern border
came into the Da Li regime period. The place had seen three short-lived regimes in succession
before A.D. 937, which are Chang He, Tian Xing ( X #)and Yi Ning (& # ). A map is made to
illustrate the Chang He regime before A.D. 928 while Da Li can also be found on the general
map. And A.D. 943 is chosen as the marking year for Xi Yu just as Qi Dan on the general map.

5. The local administrative regional system for the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms is
based on Jiu Wu Dai Shi Jun Xian Zhi (& 7L & 2042 % |, Jun-Xian Records, Old Five Dynasties
History) and Xin Wu Dai Shi Zhi Fang Kao (3 £ X $# B % % . Examination on Administrative



Regional System, The New Five Dynasties History), with reference to Shi Guo Chun Qiu Di Li
Biao (+ B & #HE %k , Table of Geographical Names, The Annals of the Ten Kingdoms).
Presented on the maps are Fang Zhen (7 #1), Fu, Zhou and Jun ( & ) and Jian ( & ) at the Fu-
Zhou level, and a few Xian and Zhi Zhi Yuan { & %] B¢ ) at the Xian-level. Xing Zhou ( 47 4) has
the same character-type as Zhou, Zhi Zhi Yuan has the same character-type as Xian, but both
are marked with the symbol for Ju Yi ( % & . inhabited locality}). Some of the Ji Mi Zhou
( ¥ % 14 ) are based on Xin Tang Shu Di Li Zhi ( # % £ 431 = , Geographical Records, The New
Tang Dynasty History), Wu Jing Zong Yao ( & ¥ ¥  Encyclopedical Military Classics) and
Song Shi Man Yi Zhuan ( X & % # 1% , National Minorities, The Song Dynasty History), but
those with inconsistent records are left out. Important inhabited localities are selectively drawn.
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