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Preface

With a feeling of excitement and a hopeful mood
similar to that year when we first stepped into the
world of art and culture, My Humble House has enter-
ed its third year of business. Each step has been a
very important part in our course of development.

During our first year we dealt predominantly in
furniture as well as in mountain and folk relics. In our
second year, we set out anew on a more refined path
of persuing exuisite ‘antiques, and published our first
book- Precious Treasures of My Humble House. At the
time it was published, the Taiwanese collecting atmo-
sphere was not as receptive as it is today, so spending
the money and the man power needed to bring the
project together was still only a respectful offering to a
young market. However, the warm response that it
received delighted me and prompted me to start work
on the second volume.

In June of this year, at auctions held by Sotheby's
and Christie’s in both London and New York, My Hum-
ble House acquired several major masterpieces: Chao
Meng-Fu's Thousand Character Poem; Three Impor-
tant Bronze Zodiac Animal Heads of the Ch'ien-lung
Period; and the Yuan Dynasty painting, The Imperial
Autumn Hunting Party. This clearly illustrated My
Humble House's mission to “bring the treasures of her
nation back home,” as well as made the world recog-
nize the depth and strength of the Taiwanese collec-
tors market.

In this volume we can see that our jade collection
has been enriched, and complimented with many fine
emerald pieces. Our furniture collection has been stren-
gthened by many fine rosewood, huang-hua-i wood
and other quality pieces from the Ming Dynasty Our
paintings are bright and wonderful. Additionally we
have added a special section of snuff bottles. All of
our treasured acquisitions have been bound together in
this volume to be shared with fellow antique lovers.

It is my hope that My Humble House can work
together with other collectors towards a position in the

ranks of international antique collectors.
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Jade Articles

Preface

Jade 1s a precious stone of smooth quality and
beautiful luster. It has a long history in China, and
has been treasured and collected from antiquity to
modernity. Chinese people like to wear jade arti-
cles because they are pretty decorations and
because they are believed to be able to drive away
evil spirits.

Jade is of two kinds: hard jade and soft jade.
Emerald is the most lovely hard jade. It is found
mainly in Burma. Not much is produced, and there
fore it is very precious.

Yellow jade, white jade, green jade, and so
forth belong to the soft jade family which are seen
more frequently.

Jade articles vary in color because they have
been buried in the earth for different periods of
time. Regardless, their color is always attractive
and muystical.

In the Chou Dynasty, jade was made into
ritual instruments. It was also used as a tally, a
burial implement and as an ornament, to name a
few. It is highly valued by Chinese people.

The Producing Centers of Jade

Jade grows all over the world. It exists in
Australia, New Zealand, Siberia, and Central
America in addition to China.

In China, the center of soft jade production is
in Hsinchiang, and that of hard jade is in Yunnan.
Jade falls into three groups determined by the
place from which it was extracted: 1.water jade, 2.

mountain jade, and 3. sand jade. The first type is
found in the Yurungkash River, the Karakash
River areas of Khotan, the Yarkand River of Soche,
as well as other places. It is lustrous but small in
size. The second type comes from Mount Mirtagh
in Soche, Mount Nan in Khotan, and other places.
It is large in size but not as lustrous as water jade.

The third type is found in the sand of dry river
bottoms.
The Cutting and Polishing of Jade

Jade can only be cut or shaped with a stone
which is harder than it is. First a toothless saw is
used, together with water, to split a large piece of
jade into desired smaller sizes. Then a lathe and
steel disc are used to cut these into different
shaped jade articles. After this, the surfaces of
these jade articles are ground until smooth. A drill

is employed to hollow them out, a disc called kou-
t'o then used to embellish them, and a wooden
disc used to polish them. All these steps are per-
formed with the aid of a lathe. Only perforations
and the most intricate decorations do not require
the use of a lathe. A diamond-tipped drill is
applied to perforate jade, while a sou-kung,
(which is similar in shape to a carpenter's bow),
and abrasive sands are used to intricately carve
jade.

Jade articles also vary in design and decora-
tion depending on the place and time of their pro-
duction. In the Neolithic Age, the bird pattern was
most popular. In the Shang and Chou Dynasties,
gold, silver and so on were inlaid into jade articles.
Other minor style changes were adapted since the
Han Dynasty.

The Uses of Jade Articles

It was mentioned above that jade articles
were used as ritual instruments, tallies, burial
implements, ornaments, and the like. Liu-jui and
liu-ch’t were representative of the ritual instru-
ments. In the Chou Dynasty, liu-jui were used to
symbolize the power and position of the nobility.
There are chen-kuei held by the king, huan-kuel
held by the duke; hsin-kuei held by the marquis,
kung-kuei held by the earl ku-pi held by the
viscount, and p’u-pi held by the baron. The former
four are similar in shape but different in size. The
higher a nobleman ranked, the longer his kuei was.

Liu-chl were the ritual instruments used in
worship ceremonies. There are green pi for wor-
shipping heaven; yellow tsung for worshipping
earth; blue kuei for worshipping the east; red
chang for worshipping the south; white hu for
worshipping the east; and black huang for wor-
shipping the north.

Tallies included chen kuei, yen kuei, yuan
kuel, ku kuei, ya chang, and the like. In the Chou
Dynasty, when a king sent an official to reward
someone for his virtue, to reconcile quarrels, and
so on, he gave him a jade article as a tally.

It is believed in China that jade can keep a
corpse from decay. In the Shang Dynasty jade was
buried with the deceased. In the Han Dynasty,
chu-ju (a pearl upper garment) and yu chia (a
jade lower garment) were interred with dead
nobles or wealthy persons. Jade articles were inser-
ted in the nine apertures of a corpse to guard
against putrefaction. The jade article put in the
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mouth is called han, and that put in the ears, tien.

There are many jade articles used as orna-
ments sometimes they were worn on the head,
around the neck, or on the waist. Other articles
include 1& (a round or rectangular jade tube); chi
(a jade hairpin); hsi (a jade bodkin used to untie
knots); she (an archer’s thumb ring of jade);
tai-kou (a jade belt buckle); and kang mao (a
short jade tube worn as a talisman).

Jade was also made into curios for interior
decoration and stationery, such as a ju-yi (scepter)

a brush-holder, a brush washer, an armrest, a
bowl, an incense burner, a vase, a shan tzu (a
large piece of jade carved with a landscape and
figures), and an image of Bodhisattva Avalo-
kitesvara.

We know from this that jade is closely related
to the daily life of Chinese people.

The Beauty of Emerald

Emerald is a kind of hard jade. Although it is
different in quality from the familiar soft jade,
Chinese people very much enjoy emerald. It is
very expensive because it is extremely difficult to
extract from the ground.

In the Ming Dynasty, Chinese people already
knew that emerald could be found in Yunnan and
Burma. However, from that period until the early
Ch'ing Dynasty, emerald was still imported into
China. The two royal families did not lay too much
stress on it. However, from the late 18th Century
forward, emerald was brought into China in large
quantities. In the 19th Century, queens and concu-
bines of the Ch'ing court were very fond of emer-
ald trinkets. This .made it the most precious type
of jade.

In this century, emerald became more rare
and treasured. It was made into necklaces,
broaches, and earrings or inlaid with diamond and
the most expensive metals.

Conclusion

Because genuine jade is very hard, it will
make a clear and melodious tinging sound when
hung from a string and struck with another object.

Genuine jade feels smooth and cool and tastes
bitter. It is translucent and cannot reflect the light
of the sun or a lamp.

Chinese people love jade. It has played an
important role in their daily lives from ancient
times until the present. They buy jade articles to
keep as souvenirs and ornaments, or to give as

L

gifts to their relatives and friends at home or
abroad.
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Big Pi

Shang Dynasty

People in ancient time thought that the sky
was circular and the earth was square, there-

fore, P1 was used to worship the sky.
The whole piece is polished smoothly.
It was originally made out of vellow jade, but

its color Changed because it was buried under

the ground for a long time.
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Big Pi  Neolithic

There is neither design nor decoration on this
plece. It was simply carved with a round hole
in its center. Because it was buried under the
ground for a long time, it has become resplen-
dent and colorful.
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Undecorated Jade Bracelet

Shang Dynasty

This piece was originally made out of white jade,
but its color changed because it was buried under
the ground for a long time. It is a naturally beauti-
ful piece of ancient jewelery.




F%  BE | Jade Tiger sang Dynasty
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&k FE | jade Ch’t  chou Dynasty
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P1 with Rush Pattern

Warring States Period

A Pi with a rush pattern was held by a
baron.

This piece had been buried under the
ground for a long time before it was unearth-
ed. It is a rare keepsake.
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