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Some scraps of evidence bear out those who hold a very high opinion of the
average level of culture among the Athenians of the great age. The funeral
speech of Pericles is the most famous indication from Athenian literature that
its level was indeed high. Pericles was, however, a politician, and he may have
been flattering his audience. We know that thousands of Athenijans sat hour
after hour in the theater listening to the plays of the great Greek dramatists.



These plays, especially the tragedies, are at a very high intellectual level
throughout. There are no letdowns, no concessions to the lowbrows or to the
demands of “realism,” such as the scene of the gravediggers in Hamlet. The
music and dancing woven into these plays were almost certainly at an equally

high level. Our opera— not Italian opera, not even Wagner, but the restrained,
difficult opera of the 18th century — is probably the best modern parallel. The
comparigson is no doubt dangerous, but can you imagine almost the entire
population of an American city-(in suitable installments, of course) sitting
through performances of Mozart’s Don Giovanni or Gluck’s Orpheus? Perhaps
the Athenian masses went to these plays because of a lack of other amuse-
ments. They could at least understand something of what went on, since the
subjects were part of their folklore. For the American people, the subjects of
grand opera are not part of their folklore.
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SOME SCRAPS OF EVIDENCE BEAR OUT THOSE WHO HOLD A
VERY HIGIl OPINION OF TIIE AVERAGE LEVEL OF CULTURE
AMONG TIE ATIHENIANS OF THE GREAT AGE,

E—-BREFIRFEERERRBERANIL - BECHERE » REEEE .

TIIN FUNERAL SPEECH OF PERICLES IS THE MOST FA-
MOUS INDICATION FROM ATHENIAN LITERATURE THAT ITS

LEVEL WAS INDEED HIGH.
ERRAEE T EABET | MEAERARE WA T - | BT :

PERICLES WAS, IIOWEVER, A POLITICIAN, AND 1IE MAY
HHAVE BEEN FLATTERING IS AUDIENCE.
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WE KNOW THAT TIIOUSANDS OF ATHENIANS SAT HOUR
AFTER HOUR IN THE THEATER LISTENING TO THE PLAYS OF
THE GREAT GREEK DRAMATISTS. TIIESE PLAYS, ESPECIALLY
THE TRAGEDIES, ARE AT A VERY IIIGH INTELLECTUAL LEVEL
TIHHROUGHOUT. THERE ARE NO LETDOWNS, NO CONCESSIONS
TO THE LOWBROWS OR TO THE DEMANDS OF “REALISM”...
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TIHE MUSIC AND DANCING WOVEN INTO THESE PLAYS WERE
ALMOST CERTAINLY AT AN EQUALLY HIGH LEVEL. OUR OP-
ERA, NOT ITALIAN OPERA... 1S PROBABLY THE BEST MODERN
PARALLEL. THIZ COMPARISON IS NO DOUBT DANGEROUS, BUT
CAN YOU IMAGINE ALMOST TIHE ENTIRE POPULATION OF AN
AMERICAN CITY ... SITTING THROUGH PERFORMANCES OF. ..

RERR RS IE B0 | [ BRETRE - BEEER? | RTLIRELER - 5%

PERHAPS TIHIE ATHENIAN MASSES WENT TO THESE PLAYS
BECAUSE OF A LACK OF OTHER AMUSEMENTS. THEY COULD
AT LEAST UNDERSTAND SOMETIING OF WHAT WENT ON,
SINCE THIS SUBJECTS WERE PART OF THEIR FOLKLORE.
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FOR TIIE AMERICAN PEOPLE, THE SUBJECTS... ARE NOT
PART OF THEIR FOLKLORE.

BEEAR AT TS S ¢ [ ER BRI EER ARS8 LB T A s B R i — — 8 S 4
TNEXEBRANRGBHER- |
THEHAERMEMNE :

1. The author seems to question the sincerity of

(A) politicians

(B) playwrights
(C) opera goers
(D) “low brows"”
(E) gravediggers

2. The author implies that the average American

(A) enjoys Hamlet

(B) loves folklore

(C) does not understand grand opera
(D) seeks a high cultural level

(E) lacks entertainment

3. The author’s attitude toward Greek plays is one of

(A) qualified approval
(B) grudging admiration
(C) studied indifference
(D) partial hostility

(E) great respect

4. The author suggests that Greek plays

(A) made great demands upon their actors
(B) flattered their audiences

(C) were written for a limited audience
(D) were dominated by music and dancing
(E) stimulated their audiences

~7~
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To keep clear of concealment, to keep clear of the need of conceal-
ment, to do nothing which he might not do out on the middie of Boston
Common at noonday — I cannot say how more and more it seems to
me to be the glory of young man’s life. It is an awful hour when the first
necessity of hiding anything comes. The whole life is different thence-
forth. When there are questions to be feared and eyes to be avoided and
subjects which must not be touched, then the bloom of life is gone. Put
off that day as long as possible. Put it off forever if you can.

{ =# X1
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The main idea of this passage is

(A) a time for concealment

(B) noonday on Boston Common
(C) a code for living

(D) penalties for puiting things off
(E) youth vs. age
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To a philosopher, wisdom is not the same as knowledge. Facts may
be known in prodigious numbers without the knower of them loving wis-
dom. Indeed, the person who possesses encyclopedic information may ac-
tually have a genuine contempt for those who love and seek wisdom. The
philosopher is not content with a mere knowledge of facts. He desires to
integrate and evaluate facts, and to probe beneath the obvious to the
deeper orderliness behind the immediately given facts. Insight into the
hidden depths of reality, perspective on human life and nature in their
entirety, in the words of Plato, to be a spectator of time and existence —
these are the philosopher’s objectives. Too great an interest in the small
details of science, may, and often does, obscure these basic objectives.

Philosophers assume that the love of wisdom is a natural endowment
of the human being. Potentially every man is a philosopher because in the
depths of his being there is an intense longing to fathom the mysteries
of existence. This inner yearning expresses itself in various ways prior
to any actual study of philosophy as a technical branch of human culture.
Consequently every human being, in so far as he has ever been or is a lover
of wisdom, has, to that extent, a philosophy of life,
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According to the author, which statement concerning philo-
sophers is most nearly accurale?

(A) They are an impractical lot.

(B) They are too radical

(C) They are a thoughtful group.

(D) They have contempt for humanity.

(E) They turn away from the findings of science.
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Most people want to know how things are made. They frankly admit,
however, that they feel completely at sea when it comes to understanding:
how a piece of music is made. Where a composer begins, how he manages
to keep going — in fact, how and where he learns his trade — all are
shrouded in impenetrable darkness. The composer, in short, is a man of
mystery, and the composer’s workshop an unapproachable ivory tower,

One of the first things the layman wants to hear about is the part
inspiration plays in composing. He finds it difficult to believe that com-
posers are not much preoccupied with that question, that composing is
as natural for the composer as eating or sleeping. Composing is something
that the composer happens to have been born to do; and.because of that,
it loses the character of a special virtue in the composer’s eyes.

The composer, therefore, does not say to himself: “Do I feel in-
spired 7’ He sdys to himself: “Do I feel like composing today?’ And if
he feels like composing, he does. It is more or less like saying to himself:
“Do I feel sleepy?” If you feel sleepy, you go to sleep. If you don’t feel
sleepy, you stay up. If the composer doesn’t feel like composing, he doesn’t
compose. It's as simple as that.
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