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VIII. Some major concepts in linguistics
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Functionalism and formalism

I. Definition of linguistics
(%5 ZiAFRE]

The scientific or systemic study of language, which is al-
ways guided by the three canons of science: exhaustiveness,
consistency and economy.

II. Linguistics vs. traditional grammar

Linguistics differs from traditional grammar at least in
three basic ways.

1. Linguistics describes languages and does not lay down
rules of correctness.

2. Linguists regard the spoken language as primary, not
the written.

3. Linguistics describes each language on its own merits.
ITI. Scope of linguistics
1. Microlinguistics

Phonetics
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Phonology
Morphology
Syntax
Semantics
Pragmatics

2. Macrolinguistics
Sociolinguistics
Psycholinguistics
Neurolinguistics
Stylistics
Discourse analysis
Computational linguistics
Cognitive linguistics
Applied linguistics

IV. Definition of language

[ %A ZifR]

1. Language is a system elements in it are not ar-

ranged and combined randomly, but according to some rules
and principles.

there is no intrinsic connec-

2. Language is arbitrary
tion between the word (e. g. pen) and the thing (e. g.

what we write with).

3. Language is vocal the primary medium for all lan-

guages is sound.

4. Language is used for human communication it is

human-specific, very different from systems of animal commu- |

nication.
V. Origins of language
1. Ding-Dong Theory

Human speech developed from primitive man giving vocal
expression to the objects he encountered.
2. Sing-Song Theory

Language developed from primitive ritual songs of praise.
3. Pooh-Pooh Theory

Language came from interjections, which express the
speaker’s emotions.
4. Yo-He-Ho Theory

Language came from the cries uttered, during strain of

work.
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5. Ta-Ta Theory

Language came from the combination of certain gestures
and tongue movements.
6. Bow-Wow Theory

Language came from imitation of animal cries and other
sounds heard in nature.
VI. Design features of language
[EAR. B WRIET R FEE ]
1. Arbitrariness

This refers to the fact that there is no logical or intrinsic
connection between a particular sound and the meaning it is
associated with. There is no reason, for example, why English
should use the sounds /dog/ to refer to the animal dog, or why
Chinese should use “gou” to refer to the same animal. The re-
lationship between the sounds and their meaning is quite acci-
dental.
2. Duality

Language operates on two levels of structure. At one level
are elements which have no meaning in themselves but which
combine to form units at another level which do have meaning.
For instance, human language has a number of sound units, or
phonemes, but each phoneme is normally meaningless in isola-
tion. It becomes meaningful only when it is combined with oth-
er phonemes.
3. Productivity

Productivity or creativity refers to man’s linguistic ability
which enables him to produce and understand an infinitely
large number of sentences in our native language, including
the sentences which were never heard before.
4. Interchangeability

Interchangeability or reciprocity refers to the fact that man
can both produce and receive messages, and his roles as a
speaker and a hearer can be exchanged at ease.
5. Displacement

Displacement is a property of language enabling people to
talk about things remote either in space or in time.
6. Specialization

Specialization refers to the fact that man does not have a

total physical involvement in the act of communication.
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7. Cultural transmission

Language is culturally transmitted. It cannot be transmit-
ted through heredity. A Chinese baby born and brought up in
London by an English family will speak English, while an
English child brought up in Beijing by a Chinese aunt will
speak Chinese.
VII. Functions of language
1. Phatic function/communion

Language is used to establish an atmosphere or maintain
social contact between the speaker and the hearer. Greetings,
farewells, and comments on the weather serve this function.
2. Directive function

Language is used to get the hearer to do something. Most
imperative sentences are of this function.
3. Informative function

Language is used to tell something, to give information, or
to reason things out. Declarative sentences serve this function.
4. Interrogative function

Language is used to ask for information from others. All
questions expecting replies serve this function.
5. Expressive function

Language is used to reveal the speaker’s attitudes and
feelings. Ejaculations serve this function, such as “My God!”
and “Good heavens!”
6. Evocative function

Language is used to create certain feelings in the hearers.
Jokes, advertising, and propaganda serve this function.
7. Performative function

Language is used to do things or to perform acts. The
judge’s imprisonment sentences, the president’s declaration of war
or the Queen’s naming of a ship, etc. , serve this function.
VIII. Some major concepts in linguistics
1. Descriptive and prescriptive grammar

(1) Descriptive grammars attempt to tell what is in the
language ; while prescriptive grammars tell people what should
be in the language.

(2) As traditional grammars tried to lay down rules, they
are often called prescriptive. Most modern linguistics is de-

scriptive.
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2. Synchronic and diachronic linguistics

When we study language at one particular time, it is
called synchronic linguistics. When we study language devel-
opments through time, it is called diachronic or historical lin-
guistics.

Synchronic linguisﬁcs focuses on the state of language at
any point in history while diachronic linguistics focuses on the
differences in two or more than two states of language over dec-
ades or centuries.

3. Langue and parole

(1) F. de Saussure made an important distinction be-
tween lahgue and parole.

(2) Langue refers to the abstract linguistic system shared
by all the members of a speech community. Parole refers to
particular realizations of langue.

(3) Langue is the social, conventional side of language,
while parole is individualized speech.

4. Competence and performance

According to Chomsky, competence refers to the knowl-.
edge that native speakers have of their language as a system of
abstract formal relations, while performance refers to their ac-
tual linguistic behavior, that is, the actual use of this knowl-
edge.

5. Syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations

Saussure has put forward another pair of concepts: syn-
tagmatic and paradigmatic relations. The former refers to the
horizontal relationship between linguistic elements, which form
linear sequences. The later means the vertical relationship be-
tween forms, which might occupy the same particular place in
a structure.

6. Functionalism and formalism
(EA. Fa: KOTERSHTFM]

Functionalism or functional linguistics refers to the study
of the forms of language in reference to their social function in
communication.

Formalism or formal linguistics is the study of the abstract

forms of language and their internal relations.

2. HAESHMEEY

R B AL S L (03— 1
HEATHIR S B R SE A 5 % Xt
7 BRI S AT A6 AT O 1S
BRI 52 -

S i B A I sk A A
IR A IR, T D 2
PR SOLE ER
CEANER AN E £ R R
%5, e
3. BRSEE ‘

(1) BRE RN = R BT
BER D ouitmuit it

(2) BERIE—MEF BN
B L BB 34 AT 1 i 0
Yo HiERHIEEHBKLAA
EM. |

3)EERMLHW, HEH
B, TEERAAREE,
4. EEEATEERA

WIBTI ML, — 4%
PR T AL G
INRBR A B RS0 B &2
HEAE AR i SRR

5. AAEBAXRE

RERBMT 5% A
AEREGXR. HEERESER
ZREMIKFRER, BEBLEH, 5
HRIEFERANNBELE, &
S TR YT R — 254

6. HEEEN SHEMEN |

I ERE il ST
BB E AR TIRE R IR, MBS
T R BIBFE

LMy UREEMIE F 2R R
Y WA AT i




