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Cane River (2001) is a well-conceived epic story that deals
with a very important part of American history that will
fascinate readers for generations to come. It dramatizes the roots
of turmoil in and outside America’s black community on issues of
skin color.

Setting her story at the foot of her own family roots on
Louisiana’s Cane River, Lalita Tademy takes historical fact and
mingles it with fiction to weave a vivid and dramatic account of
what life was like for the four remarkable women Elizabeth,
Suzette, Philomene and Emily in her family history.

As a family saga, Cane River sweeps from the early days of



slavery through the Civil War into a pre-Civil Rights South

a unique and moving slice of America’s past that has rarely been
recreated in fiction with such grace and dignity. The epic is
truly a captivating blend of fact and fiction as well as proof

positive from a bright, new talent.

Screening Committee of

The Annual Best Foreign Novels, 21st Century
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