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The Residences of U.S. Presidents

Success is of great importance to us all. As a freshman,
you are sure to aspire to a success of higher level. In this
text, you will catch a glimpse of success of those great
leaders in America, who at first may be just like all of you,
with ordinary family background, but with their own distinctive
perspective of life and world, work hard, devote themselves to what
they are doing, and persist with their hearted pursuit and goal. The
houses here may offer you a view which is supposed to open a new
\_ door to your future life.

J

Task-based Teaching Procedure One
Guide the students to get some idea of the text by listening. Let the

students listen to the recording and speak out the presidents mentioned
‘and finish the following information matching task.

1. George Walker Bush A. Greenwood Avenue
2. William Jefferson Bill Clinton B. Prairie Chapel Ranch
\ 3. Barack Obama C. Reston Hollow
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Listen to the recording again and try to retell the stories of each

president to your partner.

Task-based Teaching Procedure Two
Invite the class to read the whole text as quickly as possible and find out
those groups of words which contain word(s) or phrases outside this text.

/

" 1. A) commanders
C) battle
2. A) around the corner
C) federal investigation
3. A) culminate
C) corruption
4. A) ethical
C) ambassador
5.A) dub
C) sprawl
6. A) approximately
C) governor
7. A) construct
- C)signature
8. A) pasture

C) resignation

B) purchase

D) portion

B) full price
D) not for sale
B) commission
D) specific

B) ranch

D) apartment
B) dynasty

D) nestle

B) neighborhood
D) secure

B) birthplace
D) estate

B) stun

D) master

Task-based Teaching Procedure Three
Ask the students to match the following expressions with the proper

English explanations given below.

l/,’
. a vacant lot

. a portion of

. corruption

. misgauge

. a modest 2,406-square-foot home
. took office

O 00 9 O Lt AW N~

. a heated pool and pool house

—
o

. He made Texas his home state.

Vs

. I want George and I to be able to grow old here.
. to work on his father’s presidential campaign
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" A. to help his father for his father’s running for the president

B. wrong doing for one’s own purpose or for one’s benefits
C. He decided to live in Texas as his home.

D. The pool or pool house can be warmed.

E. to work as the formal term begins

F. to make a wrong judgment

G. They would like to spend all the rest of life there.

H. a piece of land not being used

I. The home is not too large or big.

J. a part of

Task-based Teaching Procedure Four

Divide the students into groups of four to learn the whole text together,
and expect the students to point out what they are interested in, what
they are not so clear about and what they would like to ask for help.

The Residences of U.S. Presidents
— by Susan Galleymore

Forty-four men have served a total of 56 terms in the Oval Office. With Presidents Day
around the corner — on Monday, Feb. 20 this year — and an election ahead, let’ s take a look

at what this nation’ s top commanders in chief over the past 40 years have called home.

President Barack Obama

The Obamas purchased a 6,199-square-foot, two-story single-family home at 5046
S. Greenwood Ave., in Chicago’ s Kenwood neighborhood, in June 2005 for $1.65 million —
300,000 less than the asking price.

At about the same time, businessman and
Obama campaign supporter Antoin “Tony” Rezko
and his wife, Rita, purchased a vacant lot adjoining
Obama’ s property for $625,000, the full price.
Obama purchased a portion of that lot six months
later from Rezko for $104,500.

(After a federal investigation culminated in

Rezko’ s conviction for corruption, Obama explained
to the Chicago Sun Times, “I regret that while I tried

President Obama’ s Chicago home, at 5046
to pay close attention to the specific requirements of S. Greenwood Ave., in February 2008.
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ethical conduct, I misgauged the appearance presented by my purchase of the additional land
from Mr. Rezko.”)
The Obamas’ Greenwood Avenue home is currently estimated to be worth approximately
$1.19 million.

George Walker Bush

After George Walker Bush and Laura Bush departed the White House, the couple returned
to Preston Hollow, the same neighborhood the family lived in while Bush was governor of
Texas. This time, their single-story, 8,501-square-foot home at 10141 Daria Place, nestled
among trees and secured by gates, backs up to a
sprawling estate ranked No. 1 on D Magazine’ s
list of 100 Most Expensive Homes in Dallas
and valued at $39.14 million — owner Tom
Hicks’ holdings include baseball’s Texas
Rangers, hockey’ s Dallas Stars, and the
Liverpool Football Club.

Scion of the Bush dynasty and the
Kennebunkport estate (see details below),

The 4,000-square-foot, environmentally sustainable
Prairie Chapel Ranch house, designed by architect ) )
David Heymann, is constructed from local limestone, Connecticut, although he made Texas his home

sports tin roofing, and uses geothermal pumps and  state. He married schoolteacher Laura Welch
underground cisterns to collect rainwater.

former President George W. Bush was born in

shortly after he purchased a modest 2,406-
square-foot home in Midland, Texas, in 1977.

The family, with twins Jenna and Barbara, lived here until 1985, when Bush moved to
Washington, D.C., to work on his father’ s presidential campaign.

In 2000, a year before he took office as the nation’s 43rd president, Bush bought a
1,500-acre ranch for an estimated $1.3 million after a profit of $14.3 million in the sale of the
Texas Rangers. Laura Bush said of Prairie Chapel Ranch, outside of Crawford, Texas (also
dubbed the “Western White House”), “I want George and I to be able to grow old here.”

William Jefferson “Bill” Clinton

President Bill Clinton never owned a house
before he became president, though his birthplace
and childhood home is celebrated by the Clinton
Birthplace Foundation, which preserves his
childhood history in Hope, Ark. Hope’ s “Clinton : W
Loop” is an auto tour route marked with signage. 1

After Clinton and wife Hillary departed the
White House, the couple moved into their

Bill Clinton’ s birthplace home, at 17 S.
Chappaqua home at 15 Old House Lane before Hervey St. in Hope, Ark.

4
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Hillary ran for a New York senate seat. With an estimated value of $1.3 million, the
five-bedroom Dutch Colonial offers 1 acre and a front door that is 60 feet from a public road.

The Clintons have been house hunting in the same county, Westchester, and in 2010 were
reportedly considering this home in Bedford Hills: the 20-acre Clover Hill Farm. The home has
7,000 square feet of space, including five bedrooms, a fireplace in the master bedroom, a
wood-paneled library, stone patios, a wine cellar, his and her bathrooms and dressing rooms
(hers is two stories), a heated pool and pool house, two guesthouses, an artist studio, stables,
pastures, a dressage ring, and a koi pond.

According to online real estate site Zillow, the home had a list price of $13.99 million in
December 2008, was sold for $7.8 million in March 2011, was again listed for sale at about $6
million in July 2011, and sold for about $5.5 million in October 2011. ;

R
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Words for Pleasurew
residence [ 'rezidons] n. 1. a house or other place where someone lives,

especially a large house used by an important
person fEfT ¥, HAb, BB
2. the fact that someone lives somewhere or the
period of time they spend living there J&{¥ 1]
take a look at have a look at H— F
commander [ko'ma:nds] n. an officer who is in charge of a military group or

operation t§¥E'E , Al H

purchase ['pa:tfos] V. to buy something 4K , It &
the process of buying something W43E , KW ; ) &
neighborhood ['netbo hud]  n. 1. a particular area of a city or town 1 B¢ , #1 X ; f
X
2. the people who live near each other #5540 &
campaign [kem'pein] n. 1. a series of actions intended to produce political
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V.
vacant [ 'veikont] adj.
adjoin [5'd3oin] V.
property [ propoti] n.
portion ['po:fon] n.

investigation [in vesti'gerfon] n.

culminate [ kalmineit] V.
conviction [kon'vikfon] n.
corruption [ka'rapfon] n.
specific [spi'sifik] adj.

requirement [ri'kwaiomont] n.

or social change iz 3]

2. a series of actions by an army trying to win a war
L%t

1. to try to achieve political or social change by
persuading other people or the government to do
something & &2 3l , E TSI 5))

2. to try to win an election #1735 e 1% 5))

1. a place that is vacant & available, because no one
else is using it 55 & )

2.if a job is vacant, someone is needed to do it JGA
HIHY

to be exact to and connected to another building,

room, area etc. Mt % , Iy fE

1. land and the buildings on it 1=, 3 ™

2. things, especially valuable things, that are owned by
someone T4, W)™, 9%

1. a part of an amount or total —#51, —1}

2. a part of anything ({Efa] 4 (1)) — B 43

the process of trying to find out all the details or

facts about something in order to discover who or

what caused it or how it happened J§7¥ , fi #% , 7%

culminate in something: to happen or exist as the

final result of a process or situation [+« (DRS4S

a decision by a court of law that someone is guilty

of a crime % 9, FI

1. dishonest or illegal behavior by officials or people in
positions of power, especially when they accept
money in exchange for doing things for someone
JEEWLAT Ry (JE AR 32047

2. the process of corrupting someone or something &
b, B BEAL, BUR

1. involving or relating to only one particular thing or
type of thing &1 J11, FFE MY

2. exact and detailed WA 1), FLAARM

. something that must be done because of a law or

rule ZoR , ML
2. something that is needed in order for something

to happen & ity , I ELZ W)

p—
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ethical ['e0ikol] adj.

misgauge [mis'geid3] V.

approximately[o'praksimotli ] adv.

governor ['gavena] n.
depart [di'pa:t] V.
nestle ['nesol] V.
secure [si'kjuo] V.
dynasty ['dainasti] n.
estate [is teit] n.

presidential [ prezi'denfsl]  ad].
profit ['profit] n.

environmentally adv.

[en, vairan 'mentli]
sustainable [so'steinobl] adj.

1. involving the principles used for deciding what is
right and what is wrong fE ¥R , &

2. morally right &-F- B &1

to make a wrong judgment or guess about a situation,

action or person based on the information that you

have 4R bl 1T

used for showing that an amount, number, time etc.

is not exact; roughly K3, Tl

an elected official who is the political head of a

state in the U.S. M

1. to leave your job 5 HH

2. to leave a place and start a journey J&i &, &5 JF

1. to be in a protected position &b FFRigAb

2. to find a comfortable and safe position to be in
() 22t B2k

1. to make an area or building safe {4 T2 (1 [X s &
B L4

2. to hold something firmly in place by tying or
fastening it 45 % ; [& &

1. a family whose members are very successful in
business or politics for a long period of time (
FaBUR 1)) EH)

2. a period of time when a particular family ruled a
country or area 8], 1Y,

1. a very large area of land that belongs to one
person, usually with a very big house on it JF [

2. all the property and money that belongs to someone,
especially someone who has just died (3 A7
AW OLdg) g

relating to a president E.45

1. money that you make by selling something or
from your business, especially the money that
remains after you have paid all your business
costs 21 Fl] ; F1|i1E

2. the advantage you get from a situation F| 25 ; 25
Ak s g4k

in a way that affects the environment or is related to

it SLMEERIE Y 5 5 PR M

1. using methods that do not harm the environment

AR EIGERY , ATHFEE R TR



R

i i
19l ¥

KAFFEE 1 (BB BeRR)

architect [ akitekt]

construct [kon strakt]

limestone ['laim stovn]

cistern [ 'siston]
celebrate [ 'selibreit]

preserve [pri'zo:v]

auto tour route
signage [ 'sainid3]

guesthouse ['gesthaus]

studio ['stju:disu]
stable [ 'steibl]

pasture ['pa:stfs]

koi

2. capable of continuing for a long time at the same
level RERBATRIFAY ; RETFEERY

1. someone whose job is to design buildings 3

2. the person who has the idea for something such
as a plan or policy and makes it happen BT
GhiEE

1. to build something large or complicated, such as
a bridge or road #1% ; BH -

2. to create something such as an idea or system by
making various things fit together 2 i ; JZ i

a type of white or grey stone containing calcium,

used for building and making cement K7 ; A1 KA

a container for holding water It /K%

1. to show admiration for someone or something in
a piece of writing, music, or art or in a ceremony
Bedy s B3 W

2. to do something enjoyable in order to show that
an occasion or event is special JKHL

1. to keep an idea, quality, or situation from changing
or being lost PR 8 , PR4AF OIS | 5 Bl s 1 )

2. to keep food fresh for a very long time, for
example by adding salt or chemicals to it(%))
TREE, B 18

a sign, especially a road sign and advertising sign,

considered collectively 5| FFr7~

1. a small house for guests on the property of a
larger house ik IH

2. a small hotel or private home where people can
pay to spend the night F=Eif

a small flat that has only one main room %5/ 5

a building where horses or farm animals are kept

JE 5 S JB%: s 4 1 A

firmly established or fixed, not likely to move or

change F3E i, B2 [& 4

land covered with grass where sheep, cows etc. are

kept #3%

a large red-gold or white fish that people sometimes

keep in fish ponds because of their beautiful colour

FRER R EE (—Fh S s AR, B

FAEfh )



