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Intreduction te

a Great future Through the Book

Learning a foreign language has one main purpose, that a speaker is able to work,
function, and understand the people of the culture. Merely learning a foreign language does
not enable you to do these things. However, learning a foreign language will prepare you so
that you will be able to do these things. To fit into and understand people in a foreign
society, you will have to learn beyond the language, using the language as a tool to get into
the culture.

I have known many Chinese international students who have come to America. They
are extremely intelligent, eager, and hard working. They are wonderful people, many of
whom I call my friends. The sad thing is that many of those students never “make it” in
Anmerica. By “make it” I mean that they are never able to really establish deep and meaning-
ful friendships, understand the American people, and become truly happy in American society.

There are several reasons for this. One is that Chinese international students are often
too busy. They want to be the best, and often have to be the best because they need a
scholarship or a teaching assistantship. This keeps them studying day and night, so that they
never really make American friends. They are simply too busy. And they miss a great part
of being an international student.

Another reason is shyness. In my limited experience, it seems Chinese culture and
education frowns on mistakes. It seems that many Chinese students are fearful of making
mistakes, either in speaking English, or in classroom discussions. Thus, they keep silent
and never improve their English or develop deep relationships with American students
through discussions. Americans do not care about making mistakes in the same way as
Chinese do. They “laugh off” their mistakes and go on.

A third reason is comfort. As exciting as it sounds, being in a foreign country for an

extended period is difficult. You will get tired of hearing English. Then you will be tempted



in your free time to find a few Chinese friends and relax by speaking Chinese. This is
comfortable, but again, you will miss out on a great opportunity to understand a different
people.

Our hope is that this book will provide you with two opportunities to overcome these
problems. The first is to learn the language of modern America. We will make an effort to
introduce you to real English that is spoken in people’s daily life. Yes, you will learn the
normal rules and sounds of English. But in any living language you will find that people do
not follow all the rules in daily conversation. This was frustrating for me when I tried
learning Mandarin. I would learn the “right way” to say something, and then find people out
on the street did not follow the rules. They spoke a “living language” which ¢onfused me. In
this book we will work to give you both the rules and the “living language”; that is why this
book is written by both Chinese scholars and Americans like me.

The second thing we will do for you is to end each chapter with a few encouraging
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paragraphs on life. We have picked subjects of practlgahfafue fopyourﬂfe‘whcﬁyou '
stay in China, and come to America or some othér cou,ntry We popé th1§,wrﬂ*l'5‘é”ﬁjjj;w -
open your thinking beyond the textbook. f e : fx“’f / o
Our goal is to help prepare you fo;gettmg‘fo know tﬂe wg:l(/i 7£I 1}5411 mtemahonal
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Communicative Focus: Annoyance, Complaint, Suggestion and Request

Learn and Practice

Dialogue One: Xin Calls Bill’s Apartment
Dialogue Two: How to Handle Telemarketing Calls

Dialogue Three: Looking for a New Apartment
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Part BB
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American Food
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Learn and Practice
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Tongue Twister: I Need Not Your Needles
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Tongue Twister: When a Twister A-Twisting Will Twist Him a Twist
Jazz Chant: Mary Speaks Chinese, but Not Very Well

Loarn for Fun

Poem: Some People

Song: More than I Can Say



ng About Holidays

Dialogue One: » » >
~ Talking About Christmas

sees many decorations still up in stores, in front
of houses, and all over. Xin wants to know more
about Christmas, so she asks Bill to tell her about

the meaning of this big holiday in America.

Xin:
Bill:

Bill:

Although Christmas has already passed, Xin

Bill, can you tell me about American Christmas?

That’s a complicated question. In America there are a couple of different aspects to
Christmas. One is purely secular, the other is very religious.

Can you tell me about both?

Sure. For non-Christians, I think you could say that today, Christmas is first a family
holiday, and then a mixed-up time of happy traditional customs from Europe and

America. This aspect of Christmas has become very commercialized.
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Xin:

Bill:

Xin:
Bill:

Xin:
Bill:

¢ 1.
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So you mean that for some Americans, Christmas is only a family holiday with no
religious overtones'?

Yes. But for a great many people, Christmas is far more than that.?

For those people, what does Christmas mean?

That’s a difficult question because so much background is necessary for a true under-
standing of Christian Christmas. But...let me begin this way by defining the word
Christmas for you.

Okay.

The word Christmas is made up of two words. The first is Christ, a Greek language
word, meaning “the One sent from God”. The second part, mas, is from the Latin
language.* Mas means “sent”. Sq, the combination means “the sending of the sent One”.
We usually just say that Christmas is the time of the sending of Jesus Christ.

Why is this Christ person® so important to Americans?

: Christians believe Christ’s coming is so important to all people. They believe what

the Bible says, that everyone needs a “Savior” to restore their relationship with God.

: Tcan see there are a lot of things I have not learned about Christmas.

¢ Yes, and if you really want to understand Americans, religious Christmas is well

worth further study.

Christmas is only a family holiday with no religious overtones: Christmas is only
a holiday for family members to get together. It has nothing to do with one’s religious

belief.

- Christmas is far more than that.: Christmas means not only a family celebration but

also something else. Here that refers to what Xin had just said (see Note 1). More
than... means “not only...but also...” in this sentence. The word far is used before

more than to emphasize the degree.

- this Christ person: the person who is called Christ. Here the person refers to Jesus




AT Talking About
Holidays

Cultural Tip

The first is Christ, a Greek language word, meaning “the One sent from God”. The
second part, mas, is from the Latin language.

To a great extent, the history of the English Bible is the history of the formation of the
English language from a mixture of French, Anglo-Norman, and Anglo-Saxon. Though the
Bible was originally written in Greek, Aramaic and Hebrew, and Christianity reached En-

gland in the 3rd century, Latin had been the only language the church used in the spread of

Christianity for over a thousand years.

Between the 7th and 14th centuries, portions of the Bible were translated into English,
and some rough paraphrases appeared for instructing parishioners (#{E). In literary circles,
poetic translations of favorite passages were made. Interest in translation from Latin to
English grew rapidly in the 14th century, and in 1382 the first complete English Bible
appeared in manuscript. Since then, the Bible had been translated and revised repeatedly
from Greek, Latin and Hebrew till it came to the Authorized Version (1611) and eventually
to the Revised Standard Version (1946—1977). Therefore, there are many vocabularies in
the English language, especially in the English translation of the Bible, which are from
Greek and Latin.

Key to the Exercises
.)C 2)A 3)D 4B 5)C
2. Xin: Bill, can you tell me about American Christmas?
Bill: ... In America there are a couple of different aspects to Christmas. ...
Xin: Can you tell me about both?
Bill: Sure. For non-Christians, I think you could say that today, Christmas is first a

family holiday, and then a mixed-up time of happy traditional customs from Eu-

rope and America. ...
Xin: So you mean that for some Americans, Christmas is only a family holiday with no
religious overtones?

Bill: Yes. But for a great many people, Christmas is far more than that.




P FartUlAtE el Cultural Learning: the Smart Woy to Study English

Xin: For those poeple, what does Christmas mean?

Bill: That’s a difficult question because so much background is necessary for a true
understanding of ...

Xin: Okay.

Bill: The word Christmas is made up of two words. The first is... We usually just say

that Christmas is the time of the sending of Jesus Christ.
Xin: Why is this Christ person so important to Americans?
Bill: Christians believe Christ’s coming is so impartant to all people. They believe
...everyone needs a “Savior” to restore their relationship with God. i
Xin: Icansee...

Bill: ..., religious Christmas is well worth further study.

4. (Reference)
There are two different aspects to Christmas. For non-Christians, Christmas is firsta

family holiday and then a mixed-up time of happy traditional customs from Europe and
America. In other words, for some Americans, Christmas is only a family holiday with
no religious meaning. But for many other Americans, Christmas means a lot more than
that. The word Christmas is made up of two words. The first part Christ, a Greek word,
means “the One sent from God”, while the second part mas, a Latin word, means “sent”.
So, the combination is “the sending of the sent One”. So Christmas is the time of the
sending of Jesus Christ. Christians believe what the Bible says, that everyone needs a

“Savior” to restore their relationship with God.

Dialogue Two: > » >
Talking About New Year




