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Preface

Listen to me is a series of elementary Chinese listening textbooks catering
to non-native Chinese learners who have mastered more than 500 Chinese
words or who have studied Chinese for 3 to 5 months. After finishing this se-
ries, learners will be able to understand Chinese speakers and freely engage in

everyday conversations.

Features ‘

Chinese listening classes, while often regarded as monotonous, are essen-
tial to the progress of students studying Chinese as a foreign language. Instruc-
tors of Chinese listening may fail to concentrate themselves when students are
listening to textbooks, since they are very familiar with the materials. Students,
especially those in the elementary level, may get bored as a result of engaging
in repetitive listening exercises. Therefore, by reviewing the design and compi-
lation of Listen to me which has been widely employed in different schools in
recent years, this series of elementary Chinese listening textbooks has revolu-
tionized traditional listening texts, aimed at choosing interesting and realistic
materials in which grammar and exam skills are practiced. Teachers can better
comprehend students’ learning performance to judge whether texts are fully
understood or not. Additionally, students can enjoy their studies by listening to
interesting material. ‘

In summary, this series of textbooks has endeavored to nurture students’

in-depth knowledge of Chinese culture through the process of listening training.

Framework
1. Listen to me advances gradually, beginning first with simple concepts

and then moving on to more difficult concepts. Although this series of text-
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books is written for non-native Chinese learners with a command of more than
500 Chinese words, the first lesson introduces a Pinyin section with the pur-
pose of helping students firmly grasp Chinese phonetics and tones, cultivating
their listening, speaking, reading and writing abilities.

2. Listen to me aims at choosing the most interesting and realistic listen-
ing materials with the purpose of attracting the students’ attention. In addition,
teachers can easily assess the students’ progress and judge their performance.

3. Listen to me cultivates in-depth knowledge of Chinese culture and val-
ues through listening exercises based on everyday Chinese life.

4. Listen to me is a series which takes the HSK and BCT examinations
into consideration. In the process of compiling this series of textbooks, the
characteristics of various HSK and BCT listening examinations were fully con-
sidered. This series pays special attention to students who intend to take the
HSK and BCT examination and has based some portions of the series on the

examinations in order to better prepare future HSK and BCT examinees.

Structure

The Listen to me series contains three books. Each book consists of 20
lessons which are then further broken down into four units. In each book, every
lesson contains two to three listening texts which focus on a specific topic with
the narration of each unit being closely related to the dialogues. Comprehen-
sive exercises summarize key points of the lesson through each unit’s testing
and review sections. With the exception of Book 1, Unit 1 which focuses on
Pinyin, intonation and pronunciation, after every four units an exam will be
provided to measure the students’ progress. This exam will focus on the key
points and comprehensive exercises already learned in the previous four units
of the book and will be in the structure of the HSK and BCT examinations
which includes, but is not limited to methods such as true or false questions

and multiple choice questions.
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yingxidng
mdashang
giang
jingshén
jinshi

yichudn

(3h)
(B
(3)
(£)
(8)
(3)

influence; affect

at once; immediately
snatch; grab

spirited; vigorous
myopia; nearsightedness

heredity; hereditary
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