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English Idioms,K Greco-Roman
Mythologies and Aesop’s Fables

Idioms are usually closely related to distinctive
cultural fables and mythologies. Mythologies and fables
are ancient stories that are based on popular beliefs or
that explain natural or historical events out of ancient
people’s scare of the nature and longing for the nice
future.

Since Greek and Roman civilizations have a great
influence on the English language,the Greek and the
Roman mythologies have greatly enriched the English
idioms. Most English allusions come from the Greek and
Roman Mythology. As another integral part of English
idioms,ancient fable stories are shorter and better
developed,and they teach people many philosophic and
educational theories while being narrated. The fables
were carried over generations through spoken language
and some of them were later contracted into idioms

such as Aesop’s fables.
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I . English Idioms concerning Greco-Roman Mythologies

The Greco-Roman myths include two parts of stories, gods
and the legends of heroes. Therefore, idioms are also
sorted into two types depending on whether they are
reflecting the stories of gods or heroes:

/

English idioms concerning gods and goddess

% to rest on one’s laurels
[EREX])
It means to rely on one’s past achievements instead of working to maintain or

advance one’s status or reputation

i 7 )RR b B A, R Al A T R A A, AN R B

[STHHRIE )

Laurel ( A B4 ) & —Ff o] {055 19 % 2877 K laurels 48 FH FE R k45 i “HE e . AHA%
T A i 2 i e K B e Bl B Y B N ——— Al £ i S 1 4 et A AL R TR AR B T — AR A
L I BT iz %9 g A 3 ) R A A AR P JEN o A AR B B AT BT LA A AR T —
AMEGE , BIMAE v Ferb B0 e & 2 982 7 A FESE , AR ATTx BT 3 2 A 038 3ok ol XU 1 o457
12 i B AR |, T 42 laurels {4 victory, success Fl distinction,

(R AR

T Bl 2 ORI A R AR B RN SRR B S T R T R R
5 lkas B A R A B R A (laureate ) (19 FR S-t i i K . A E Y 2J i3£ 47 win/ gain
Laurels k1452 | 4474 % ;gain / reap / win one’s laurels #1543, 3154 55 % ;look to one’s

laurels /)i (RFFHETEE , 151 5 4 XS T, 5%

[ ZZBRE6 ]
(1) H i
Never do the expected. RERMEFE,



Never rest on the laurels. RE RSB

Never think great is enough. REZTIK,
Never blindly follow. RERH BIRMK,
(2) AR .

XA E L2 F B E R PR bR G

Many Businesses Rest on Laurels in Good Economy, JH A4S H T3 I #H— R Kbf, —
SEAT 5L T R IR X A VF 2 A Y R R A Ok T 5

Parks System Doesn’t Rest on Laurels ,iX & — & A7 X725 bel G SR A 555 47 A0 1308, 78 b 9 4b
iz H T MmO AR G b A B 12 el T R L AN R R | B A R 55 T A AR PR,

% Pandora’s box
[(iERTENX]

Pandora’s box is the large jar carried by Pandora that,when opened by her,
unleashed many terrible things on mankind — ills, toils and sickness — and hope. The
extended meaning of this phrase usually indicates the origin or the source of the evil
things and misfortunes

WENHE T, I O TREZ IR KM Z

[ AL ERIR ]

i 22 P A I A A — S et ORI TS K KA N R R WO T
H A KB IR AR R G B PV VE R W IR A il 2R O BT — YR
WA e N7, IR T b — AL &, SR K it 1 0 45 5 2 R AB 04 35 5 SR TR R B 1 L SR JFE K B By
Ak S AL & R 2R HAT IR e, T2 & Ml IOHE R i s BUM L i R ok, &
T B R E— 2 b AR P ——A S (B A SR TR A R T Ok R 2 R R Tk G
- T . Jik Pandora’s box i H o Hb i it b 2 35 AR I

(R E]

Pandora’s box £ — %6 5 # 3C# 1 b b, 22 DA i “the opening of Pandora’s box” Y
R I, B — AT T AR AR, & S o EE T R BT ARS
RAL.

[ZBR3EHI])
AT
(B )
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Joe Fox: Have you ever become the worst version #f-#& £ A7 .17k % 2 2 5% 17 442 69

of yourself? That a Pandora’s Box of all the
hate, spite and condescension has sprung open.
Someone upsets you and instead of walking
away... you zing them. “Hello, it's Mr. Nasty”.
I'm sure you have no idea what I'm talking
about... .
Kathleen Kelly: No, I know exactly what you mean
and I'm completely jealous. When I'm confronted
by someone I get tongue tied and my mind goes
blank. Then I spend the rest of the night tossing
and turning over what I should have said. For
example what should I have recently said to ...
a bottom dweller who recently belittled my
existence ... even now days later I still can’t
figured it out...

— @Gy ARk A —NEA TR IRE,
BRERGEIFANHE S EE TR
T, HAGER BB RBL A2 2 RA
Hi&fFEEHEF Rm A LZiESH, “5
¥ EHENMART, "RAGEA -
T g il R AE DA Loveees

EHRK-PAH R, RT LN AR E

B om AR SYRT , BERAARS
Wy aHE, KA — SEABLR B E
R EF—RETE, 2B RHLER
MABEEIERE, BRESN LI
BegiE, Blde, RIE, KA R IZE
—ANA R TR E Bp
i THFILR T, ZEAMRE £

English Idioms concerning heroes

% Achilles’ heel
[XERENX]
It refers to a deadly weakness in spite of overall strength that can actually or

potentially lead to downfall
oy i B0 0 A BRVER 5 57 | ep Ay B 10 L R R R 585 A

[XHRIR]

IR A RS . BT BT — 4 0 b S U £ e R S LAY I B R R AT At
Bp WAL NP SRAG R A A AR, LA R T AR A Z B {HL Tt A5 45 TR Al i REVER , 1t
SR T 25, BB S BEE B, I LA 1 AR BT SRS R RIS AR B I B O A 2]
AR08 A, R 0 AS T T S SO, T LA A Xk T AT Ak A £ T 35 AR ) A 0T — S 300 B
M Eedr . A AfTEEE Achilles” heel O He Mg 5217]  Bian i .

[RZF#HE]
A S — Bk, ] Waterloo (#7 8% 55) , #l &0 “English is my Achilles’” heel. "1 7]
¥ “English is my waterloo. ™ {HiX FE 9 417 i A~ B2 Achilles’ heel % i



[ ZBR3EH1]
(1) RXT -

(FEH—K)

Homer: Mmmm... Forbidden donut! My one weakness. . . my Achilles’ heel!!

iX HLUH forbidden R AE M donut, & % 3 ik 28 B FIT Al IS Ap 2 A IR Z . B K E
ACHTTRE T, BARE AR, 2 A A S AEFI & AT Ir LA % vz I R A T R A
0 77 T LA 37 ] ) S
(2) BRI .

A1 R HT LR BB AP BR S T v L - (R B EARY

Disadvantages : Short stature is Paul’s Achilles heel. 1.85 meters is not short, but there is no
advantage playing NBA games. If you encounter one in the game stronger than the guard, then he
will have to pay more in order to stay defensive. In addition,Paul is just 20 years old this year,
and he also needs a few years to grow up in the NBA.

X BOSCF IR TR E Ol SR T R R R R, o 3 B b RN R R R B

% Procrustean bed
[WERENX]
a Procrustean bed is an arbitrary standard to which exact conformity is forced

Il 3 T, AN — DDA LA PR 15 5 SE AR o 5 42 18] — s offE 4 BT 5 580K — 3K

[ XHARIE)

e % o M7 R ST A T A g R AL BB THE IR AR E A i f 5
TR A5, 1R At 52 T A — 5 DR R B e A 5 8 i A (A A DR A AN PR
PR 5 i 2800 B PR BE ™, J of | Aiv IS 5 4% SR HfE $R2 4 30 1 i P HE i 3 50 b 38 B T BROR
HE™ , Hli e 7 AN EE ok, BT LA 208 IR N Z 5 | 54 B UK AR /35 2 v i
WG E R b, — IRk “BRIRHE™ B RN TR, BRTiX—#E ., Bk, B4
Procrustean i 2 75 “ il /23 8 , AN K — VIR DLBAOR 75 65 SERb bR

[RRAHE]
2 (1 2) i 4 make the Procrustean bed; stretch on the Procrustean bed; fit the

Procrustean bed; place on the Procrustean bed % , 44 “$4 1 [5] — b 41| W 5 5K — 30, 5
[ ZZBRE6 ) L)\‘

AR T . ,
MLLR 3 00 3R it B i ) F- 25 il 55, nl AR IR AT X A 2T R B ED 4L, /,
I'm Looking for Custom-Made Gloves
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Q:I'm having trouble finding gloves that fit me
like — well,you know. Do any shops custom-
make them?

A:We've got to hand it to LaCrasia, one of the
few shops in the country that still custom-cut
men’'s and women’s gloves. Master glove

cutter Jay Ruckel rescues you from this

Procrustean bed by tracing your fingers,

measuring your knuckles and palms, then pre-

stretching materials to create styles ranging
from a half-finger scoop glove to a trendy,
wide gauntlet with buckles. LaCrasia can craft
your mitts in anything from a basic black
leather to fuchsia suede and will even work
with material you provide. We're sure you'l

give it the thumbs-up.

M.k — AR ERA KD BN FE,

R Jem 18 AR ST VA A 9

A . BMTALX R IR L FEG

L g, XEAREB AR S G55 F
GEMBRRXFENERZ—, KT
BFEEYIFEAR JL B R
F A K E Ao £ KBTI, T A
PRI Z F £ KD RAE N RF
L R, M B it R S A A — 2k
M ETAFERK , wEHRFT £
BN RA TG ERKETTE,
BEFEGEETAREMMA RS
BRHUEFE WwZEFEREELE
FHR, £EREH TRERALT,
BAVIEAZ M — A 3T 6 IR S B

B &

i 45t “Procrustean bed” 1 4 4= Zh b it W1 T BLAE 11 35 b G 40 B F B 16 F45 &
RS G BRI 43 2T B AT A A DT A B H 2 B B E S i Ak

II . English Idioms concerning Aesop’s Fables

~ Fables are the pearl of human wisdom. Earliest fables shall
date back to the 14th century B.C. in India and Egypt. Eight
centuries later, Aesop, the father of Greek fables perfected
this genre in ancient Greece, composing another important
source of English idioms. Most of Aesop’s fables involve

animals: the birds and beasts act and talk much like human
beings, but generally retain the main traits associated with
each animal such as the fox with its cunning, the lion with

its fierceness, etc.



% a dog in the manger
[iEEE X ]

It is used to describe someone who does not want others to use or enjoy something
even though they themselves do not need or want it

di & B

[THRIE]

XA R R BT YR S ), SR R R Y . — DG R — A G AE T L
B, X, — 2R A () T Rk E b o3 i T R AR GE T L SR A TR R R R AT AR
FEANIZ R | X FR A AV AN DR - FRSE A B R ANZ AR PG AR RE LR ATz
SUXAE X R TR RORL R SR AELE T AR E R SR T Ot HAE R

#H HORHIANRERZ .

(R R

AR HAR R B XA L T LB O AR AR N T — BRIk "% L i . Don't

be such a dog is the manger.

Lend your bicycle to him since you will not go out this

afternoon. 7 ix Z RB M A AR GA R TR A Fitie A5 S4L4E—A

[ZZPR3EH ]

H H X6

Bob:Hey,Mike,can you lend me the skates! 1 want to
go skating with Mary but my new skates are still on
the way!

Mike . But I have never used these skates! You know,
they’re my birthday presents!

Mother : Mike, if you don’t know how to skate,why
don’t you give the skates to Bob? Don’t be a dog in
the manger.

Mike: Ok ,Mum. But Bob, be careful with my new skates
and I will use them as soon as I've learned how to
skae.

Bob: Don’t worry, Mike, I'll take good care of them! By
the way,why not join us going skating?It’s fantastic

and I'm sure you will love it.

sadl ., & L IR R — T8k ¥
vl gk AR A 3L R KB ok A2 AT 6
Bk AR KA R

X H A2 KB KREZ AL AR i | X

A XA B ALY

WL . ke RIEREEBK, At 4
FieiX 2 MR? REMA A
Fatg A,

XX AFve W5, 12 % h 1T m b
L, ERFLBAT KL A,
s . Ao kb, RAAFAFF 49!
T A Z R RN —AR KB
KR XARIFI, RIF E A E

%
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% Lion’s Share
[MERE )
‘the larger of two amounts, or more often, the largest of several amounts

KR W5 R — A0, 51 H A e R A ™ B e 5y 4

[ZALHRIE]

X A RE ), EMMEH DA 200 SEM DI T S, i PR Y 4= R
Y — i LITAE BB — R, AR e 4 A RS ZE NS
s A C i BHE, O —16r ;s A ZE T IL L WIS —6; TR T —06, MR8 IHER
PR T o CIRATAT AR R TR R U, TR B REA T T

(R RE)

XA RS T ol DUE AW A i 2 58, il LUE D) 595 S R &, . Well, to
his surprise the car was a great success. And although he’d opposed the car,he tried to
take the lion’s share of the credit by claiming it was his own idea all long. 2 3] % # 1% ¥ ¥
R, ZAAERFTERGRY, BRME L —AHANERL A2 AERXBETRSA
TH,EHRETHARMLATH EE, '

[ 3z BR3EH) )
ML .

Frost / Nixon is based on Peter Morgan’s hit Broadway play telling the events surrounding
Frost’s 1977 series of interviews with the former president, the first Nixon gave following his
resignation in 1974. Sheen’s portrayal of Frost is excellent, but it is Langella’s performance that
gets the lion’s share of good notices. His Nixon is not an impersonation but an exceptional take on
an unnerving character that rises to remarkable levels of artistry. (%5 J& 542 ) iX 3f & % % £ 1%
fe RN — ARG B EILG SR LR, Ze® ERHET 1977 R4 ‘8
A MM A AR AN RITH —RII R ESH, RLARLAAD 1974 FHRE R
— o f xt ALK, B P BB AT T o H RN TR LA S —
., M EREREM LG MARBERATRAMRZHAN— 0, X THRHH LR

% borrowed plumes
[FETEX]

It literally means being in the cloth borrowed from others. The implied meaning indicates
the pretended honor or prestige

T SRR B R 1 B A AR 5 R SR N R R R AR R T AN



[XHRIE]
— RO E T LR PFE, A DO RS JA HGH X 2P B R 24 F ok, Blge
XA~ 1R Fm S i AR B R B st

(R &)
XA B2 % LA “in the borrowed plumes” (95 3 H B, 8500 5 & 15 R 19 & MR ; 24tk
A5 vl i C #3355 ", 4 .In the speech which he made at the fair, he appeared in

borrowed plumes. £ 4 L R E T (RFAR)MA@A
[ ZZBREH )
(1) 3 SCAAE

(et - %)

“And then you won’t know me,sir; and I shall not be your Jane Eyre any longer,but an ape
in a harlequin’s jacket—a jay in borrowed plumes. I would as soon see you, Mr. Rochester, tricked
out in stage-trappings,as myself clad in a court-lady’s robe; and I don’t call you handsome, sir,
though I love you most dearly : far too dearly to flatter you. Don’t flatter me. ”

1 « 2 o] o 2 DI A e A i e O Z B AR A CIE A N — Bl T A B ERT,

(2) AR H 1) .

1%L B AR AR I R A AR 0 ] A SRS B AR i 82 {X5X . “Borrowed Plumes”
for Peers at Coronation., ¥& 4 SLVEN ¥ 11 75 1952 4 Ry 2 4F (9 Jin 22 A5 X A0 2% i i L 3
e BT A Z I g AL BERE | Bt I T S A R0 S A AR B R A A IR FEL S 2 )
PR A, £ o o o e v o B2 22 D 7™ s A9 G 56 R i, DALk, 53k 39 n s A 7 sk )5 i) o S
KEFR T — It A B A

% nurse a viper in one’s bosom
[AERENX]

be tolerant and indulgent towards the evildoers; foster evil propensities by being over-
lenient; indulge the evildoers

TEM 1 75— 2R 0E , B0 I B AR AT

[XHRIER]

XA GE A TR E S, R O R RIS — RS E A B E A C
AP L R B 5 AR B R R 2 S — LI EAE TR K R AT HTZ K s~ R B
B AR

& °
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(R RE)

2R H R BT - e R R L AL, A poor little boy on the street begged
us to get him something to eat. But we found we had nursed a viper in our bosom because
he stole my wallet and ran away. #7_E—/~ T 44 /s F 3% K KA 4 EOUvE 68 A2 K AT LI
KMERRT —Fk B TRAKE 8T,

[3ZBR3EA)
e I AR b

(i H37)

The girl refused; and for the first time,and to the astonishment of the majestic mistress of
the school. “I am here to speak French with the children,” Rebecca said abruptly, “not to teach
them music, and save money for you. Give me money,and I will teach them. ”

Minerva was obliged to yield, and, of course, disliked her from that day. “For five-and-
thirty years, ” she said, and with great justice, “I never have seen the individual who has dared in

my own house to question my authority. | have nourished a viper in my bosom. ”

SRR L BOM R BT LA TR RIS — 82 b A - IR A Mg 11 B — 2R BEE”

 Brief Collections of Other Relevant Idioms

1. a labor of Sisyphus, a Sisyphean task

truitless and endlless hard labor i 57 ) | 7k JG 11 5% (175 1%

T T e PG 2 A A A R VE RN BT BT T, A R R bl R e A
PP R A FEST V8 T AR 0 T I thgan 20K — e B AR Bl B R R B0 TR H
A1 B TR ) EE , ASFF AN FR T4 o A 25 v 7K G [l 4, 17 i f) v e LK kB . PRk,
itia labor of Sisyphus, a Sisyphean task u¥ a Sisyphean toil % $§ Il 6 6 57 (1) |, 7k JG 1k 355 1)
FLEia

2. the augean stable(s)

very dirty place or age-old malpractice Wt/ (1) 3 77 ; il 3 44 F5 2 Jr ; B

VB PR A A T O A B IR A TR O T Rk s B ST 1 S L 1R, B R
Wt il A P A E L i — R AR, R 720003k 4 (—$30000E
) 304k AT 1 ZER HER L, 0 OIE 763X L, stableBR T 12 4§ Hb & 4b , ik v A 3%
B BB R 09 0 A6 RS PRI L e, AT the Augean stable >k L i A
{14 Hb 7 % B E B ) BB £ Sito clean, to cleanse, to reform 534, i ¢ KIE & IE R
2"



3. Helen of Troy

a beautiful girl who rutns her country 4% % 1t ) 75 6

W TR L Cfar 5 SR ) VAR A T A A T4 N | D6 HE TG Fb A% it 65 20 A T v S ek S 407 1L 5k
P A TR AR O 22 IR RV O E 10 T A A Y A T LA IR A At A
55362 M) S Ak A RS B R 2 3 IR AN Z bR A E S R E TIRZ WM 5. 3ok
SEAE IS O IS AT L TR AR RO O I 3 S K AR b T U 0 R R
£ T Helen of TroyiX A~ iiifs . 7e BAL S b Helen of TroyiX 4~ iiifi , Br T %R “IESE 1 &
PE ST A C R EN"I b v LUK R R “TO B Z N/ P ™ sk

4. Penelop’s web

unficishalle work or task {7 %' F1#9 214 , Wi 45 7K 28 5 A Y TAE”

ZiE K A TR RrCRESE) RS HIR WK BT LB DT E PR, FRig DT
T 1047, iR B W AR K i vh LA T 104F , 763X 8 K 2048, 1F 2 T 28 SRR 10 1A 18 % 1)
SRS, b AT iR 20 ELUSE A J AT LA 1, — FI g b gk 208 (1 RSV R A FR T L X
IlPenelop’s webl i, 1~ — 1 7k 12t th 56 AS il 19 T4

5. Heracles’ choice

prefer to endure hardship and torture to achieve immortality #4775 #3074 1 £

Mol S U A R P A 4 e, O N, XU, TR A R, BN
Herculean s 2 i1 I IR A= 1l oK, & JH T 12 28 bk 57 o2 8 B — i B A s K IR i i LA &
ik AL

w7 v AR SR R B A N — R R, R, ARV It — R
AR (10 A 0 3 S PR AL 0 D) 2 — i Fe IR o SR 0 O R B SRR N L MR v
e TS A R At Y — 24 7 A 0 P i il st R T — A 2 3 T A A
Filk, WifiHeracles’ choice® b 74 55 i Y A | R 7 05 ALy <1 A N A T8 B, de 20K 5
AF5.

6. swan song

final masterpiece; last work sefore death #z i () A1 ; 46 %

TR A S K B o B 9 A R ORBR AR (R AR I SR T, 6 5] 3 g sy i — il 3
R R T R L X E— Y R RS AR R AR, R, P 5
XA SO H 5N AER AE i F G 00— T ANAE , 8O R R B R R ) B e —
AT, 7R ol 45 B R AR A7 19 478

7. under the Rose
in secret Fh%# Hi ; B4 b ; 15

=0
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'\Q') /" 4‘

—) e

7 T RS VIR /N B BGRB8 M i A 6 LT L AR sk
FE Ao I AU TR A BT S B K R A 106 dt e DA TR A 9 R L A O, A SE T 3 PR, DA S0 3 A
DG BT ) 32 Ao 4 A L DR AR S A ] A7 b R B AL AR & NVE M It S T 4
PR SR UUBR Z WS AA S b RCIE T — SRBCRAE 3 1t <7 11 W00 A 52410 4 a4 30 6 XU ) 4%
P25 A TR R T BB AL SR BB AN T R A A S TR e, TR, P A
OB AL Y BT BR Bl ™ S A R AE R AE B R AR IE oA R i AR TE Y B | 7
A b G A Bl A, FE S SR T 8 A 3 i) 9 A (] 1 i A7 AS 5] G born under the rose* B4 (4 5 JE
W§4: 19" ;do under the rose“it F1iEf7 ™,

8. an Apple of Discord

the root of the trousle; dispute 4+ |- 22 i ; AS 122 [H ; #4 4R

T3 K, K G MR r B S A poRE SR LA K % S e B W KA R T AR — A A
“EEH TR B R AR HE RS RT3 AR R 22 A HT IR L {F 6 T
7 Z B AN SR ARAE T — K AT AR O E A B PR el T AR A
S HBAS FLRAFIO BT LA RS R &b AR A0 At LA 7 [ R R R 5 AR T S AR 37 LA
SCRAE AR I R 22| B 5 20 18 W0 /P AU s Rt 55 b e S M & T s . AR e i iy M 7 0
B A R Z MR T Ja & A R B 5 e 2 W, b R R PR i
i, AR T R IR DN S R BT S kR O T B AT L WS B A A T A E
SRR T Y T S ——2 S Lo iAE N5 i T i TOAE U ERIR DT Fr L XA &S E R AU T
PN et (VAL o Do |17 N 1O 87T E RN AN [ TR =0 e 1 e R D P A S

9. the Trojan horse

the hidden danger; the covert wreckers A it ; 1 8 (19 75 K 5 F 40

P BN FRROER D" A S R CRAESE ), A ARSI A SR I0FEZ A
A e f e, A I 4 S e AR B AL T — K S A S T — DU 5 e 4
TROTIRAN . AR A I R R G | 8 M5 B o R SUC %) o 725 L T R P A T R 802048 B -
Se it AL RO A RIA K A SN C WG | RTFIRTT, B BN B R AR S LR R A
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10. A Gordian Knot
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