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Preface

Political groups have always been of central importance in the work of the
European Parliament. Their role has been recognised since the very early
years of what was first called the Common Assembly, seeing the need for par-
liamentarians representing different national parties to come together around
common political identity and gradually build a coherent program that would
complement and in fact transcend national party politics. Just as the history of
the European Parliament is an integral part of the history of European integra-
tion—with the aim of forging an ever closer union finding itself naturally in
need of an ever stronger democratic dimension—so it can not be properly un-
derstood without a due acknowledgement of the role played by the European
political groups.

The largest of them, those with ties to the European People’s Party and
the Party of European Socialists have been in existence for more that 50 years.
Others have been established more recently. Yet for all their political work
within the European Parliament has become the key driver for political influ-
ence on European legislation and policy-making, reaching onto other institu-
tions that stand accountable to European citizens.

It follows, that just as the process of European integration has been mobi-
lizing ever greater political resources, so has the role of political groups in the

European Parliament been growing. This has become more apparent with the
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entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, making the European Parliament a true
co-legislator with the Council of Ministers, and a potent budgetary and super-
visory authority of the European Union. As a result, Europe has seen a grow-
ing need for European political groups to consolidate their positions, ensuring
that the policy-making at the European level better reflects the expectations of
European citizens. This adds to the timeliness of this publication.

The research and analytical work conducted by dr. Lei Zhang brings the
political,, social and historical context of political groups in the European Par-
liament within the framework of political studies. Having had the possibility to
see the political groups at work inside the EP, having conducted numerous in-
terviews with key Members of the European Parliament, her study goes well
beyond the theoretical. It is rich with an understanding that can only come
from practical experience—from “tasting” the politics. Finally, the unique-
ness of this work lies in the fact that dr. Zhang is a young Chinese scholar.
This I believe will allow her work to reach more effectively to the young politi-
cal leaders in China, giving them a profound insight into the politics of the
European Union—rising their interest in Europe and European parliamentari-
anism. May this be a contribution that helps foster a better understanding and
hence a more effective partnership between Europe and China, in which par-
liamentary dimension—ensuring democratic accountability but also represen-
ting the ambitions, aspirations and well-being of the citizens—plays its proper

role.

Jerzy Buzek
President of the European Parliament in the years 2009-2011
July 2012



KENLTHEE(RMN U EFREABRBR) TRAE, BEHEF,
RIERBBIRELTHEMG I, AN ERRRABB RO,
HRM TS BPIEE T — A M EFEREET R

KENEEU KM A EPHEAER" ARAREE, XR—1TEH
NERAHMRETREBRENBE. XTHRARFLERN. B,
ER—-HMILLH IR, AENERFMAARDE H ML SE K
BUAMEFER, HK, EE-BRXTHRARBEBSHERHE, EE
JUATPRAEBERBEEHMTEERBENFTSEZR], BRE,E
REfE R EEH AR A CHARRR THRRM NS BEEBOE,
MR AEUBSEBUAK N R T A ER, EF RN, HREKWBOE— &
R DA R BR S R B IG RO . EEESIMAM NS ETEREAK
HRAFT RN ANFEWES RN MBRABTAN 0, KEEE -1
BORE - BRH ST EREARABH AR, ERZEHBRES
MEW? RS2, 2R U R EREBE WA 5o w8,
REBRBAFERRIBEAER? X — R TR ERH — &k
MEEEXEE N TEERKBAEN —TBERXBASHNEBAOERX
BEE, WRBKMHUESHRAETEREREEROARSSWEED,
WAKBEI—-TMBERAAGHWHEHESRITHM, KALEE
FEENEF SR EBUARABENEI GBS RERN, EZ /LU,



HEREGFEEESR

REEN-TBERVIMOFELLZRIRRE. WRKRM LSRR
REZRRESNSHES5WSES B4 . EME L, KM LLELE
EFMECRKE RN SR, Xt A — > 0 71 & 7 Bk 38 7T B 2L A
RAREZREMUNR I S5,

KEOHAARMBZERAT B ARRNEE, EMBEARHL
RS RERAGIRE, I, MU SWEAELAA T AEL
WHEN BRA) FBEREFTAURESFSHEETARRRERBRNE
RESHE. AXMEX L, REBRM N SER RN &EEFH
B REERBEKRERAEm, EXSARBEET S, M 28k
HMPEF BEFIA KT RARRE, B—HHE, kEHREED,BHIS
XN BBER"UZHNFTERATREM. RHNSHEENERKER
WEART  XRERRMN UL REEABE SR B E FF 250,
AN ERBHEEFSHE MWK BN FR, AN OEEEREF
ERBERGUR, MART G SRR ALDE BHFE HBRERD
S, AR R RBOAR T, WAL 2B TR, BRH NS
BIAR, XEBHBTHEHULEHRBAAREZEL EHNBERIM,

7 % 18 0o B U< B R SE B3 F A0 e 4 A S U B T R
BEKH ISR, MAN TERKMBESLFWRA EEE L
B — SR, ZRAMBMMEE BN LSRN XES HEME, H
KR ABEA. A, AEXHRARE, KM TGS LT B
ARBLRANZTFRE, B R KR BRRERE, BRfFE
NEEFEEERAEE LABTREBB LNRENSIT . #
AR b WA B #9736 B4 X T 3RATTBT ) B 2 B B E
RAAEENE X,

KEB LM RENER ELRABERNONA, LFHLEHEHRSE
Ko, XEHAEGEIBEBFERAFEBTH-FTEL, BIEIER R
BN EHARAERERERSI XN ERRBRAH TR, KEHE
MEFABELA—TERER, BRAER TR ZRGRAAHEE
FRUMOBHE, X— X E B FRERT HANARMRNELS
3, BERS—FEH, XHBRXNFARBLERMN EEMERZ L,
MR UL S ES LR, XTHASIAT KEHKBAETX



B, ZRTHRFBXNBRM U URR S E AR RBRR, & THRE
REETIRESNT. Beoh, VEF BRI T BRI & 898 4 W5 F4T7 B
EREETHRNALR, BETPESKHERK BUR S TUXHER
AR, PEHTEFRABT BN, FRKM. RINMTUPEESHAH
BRI NFALRE B EERE

&%
FRFARTRERREIE
2013 % 4 A



HEASH(BE) MK

Alliance of Liberal and Democrats for Europe ( ALDE ) Bk 8 B R £ Bk
B S

Christian Democratic Group (CD) EB#H R %% H

Communist and Allied Group (COM) F:7=4% K 1Bt B 4% A

Confederal Group of the European United Left (GUE) BRI EE &5 A R
Az

Confederal Group of the European United Left—Nordic Green Left ( GUE
/ NGL) BRMBR & AR —ItBRE AR K A XA

Europe of Democracies and Diversities Group(EDD) B XM EZH LK
Ve A

Europe of Nations( EN) B & Bk 5% H

European Democratic Alliance( EDA) R ¥H B 31k 88 4% A

European Democratic Group (EDG, B{ & Conservative) EX¥| B ¥ 3%
A%

Europe of Freedom and Democracy Group (EFD) B B IR TR % A

European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) BX#jf#5F F X &
Mt ¥ K A

'European Liberal, Democratic and Reformist Group ( ELDR) EX#Hi A H .
REMBES EH

European Progress Democrats (EPD) ERH# R £ & # &



=0 B

=

BN BN

Europe Radical Alliance (ERA ) B U S8 1 4 R

European Right (ER) BN 5 B &% H

Forza Europe(FE) ER¥i /1 8 %

Greens (V) %4 3% H

Group of the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats) ( EPP)

RMARGEEA(RBHREEENE)

Group of the European People’s Party ( Christian Democrats) and Euro-
pean Democrats (EPP-ED) BA A R (R BHE T %) SHW R F it
Az

Group of the Greens / European Free Alliance (Greens / EFA) %45
BRI E e B¢ 5 4

Group of Independents for a Europe of Nations (IEN) B % Bk v YR
Hi

Group of the Party of European Socialists (PES) Ekiit L% % H

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats iﬁ the Eu-
ropean Parliament (S & D) BRI A L% AR T 3 L F k5B 5% b

Group of the United European Left( GUE) BKEBWAEE XA

Group of the Socialists (SOC) a3 A AT

Left Unity (LU) AE % —&H

Independence and Democracy Group(IND/DEM) i 7 5 R % H

Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty (ITS)A [F] JEE S s A

Liberal and Allies Group B H % % B¢ 8 % F |

Rainbow Group (RG) 4T % H

Technical Group of Co-ordination and Defence of Independent Groups
and Members( TCI)

PR B M 47 o ST A R A R B AR S B (B R /)

Technical Group of Independent Members TDI) % 37 i R F5 R 3%

Union for a Europe of Nations( UEN) B 5 R 3 B B % |

Union for a Europe( UFE) B85 Bk ¥ 3% H



B2 N |
F—F BRHUESHRAMNKRET /18

F—H MEIBRMWEMILRIALZA)D

(RHi&4) /20

B M(EREERLFADB(RTALKY) /44
EE BRMUERENTEEER /64
—% BRMUSEHANTEESRER /65
T OERMEEASKMEE /76

¥ HERRMUESEANEE /94
$=F ZHANALLGHEZHAEBRMULETS

HER /120

F—1 RMNSEAMMEAFMAREN /120

B EHERMIEETHHER /130
gHE BMHUSEANRRBREBGAKEIE /156

B BRMNESEHAKEERS /156

oW RMNSMESEET /174

EBE=Y RMSERAMSEEMNES /185
FHE RfGISH /206

-1 HWBORSFES /206

BV EARMIES /212

i /223

SXEXM /228

HR1 BMUSNBHRBEATIR /244
32 AZRETRARABEFNIRER /247
BiE BMilEsSIER /258

Big /262




CONTENTS

Introduetion /1

Chapter One Evolution of the European Parliament’s Powers /18
1. From The Treaty Establishing the European Coal and Steel Community
to The Nice Treaty /20
2. From The Constitutional Treaty to The Treaty of Lisbon /44

Chapter Two The Origin and Development of the Political Groups in
the EP /64

1. The Origin and Early Stage of the Political Groups /65

2. The Political Groups and the European Election /76

3. The Development of the Political Groups after the First Direct Election /%4

Chapter Three Institutional Organisation of the Political Groups and the
Contributions of the Political Groups to the Functioning of the EP /120
1. The Status and Institutional Organisation of the Political Groups /120
2. The Contributions of the Political Groups to the Functioning of the EP /130

Chapter Four The Characteristics of Modern Party Politics: The Polit-
ical Groups in the EP /156

1. The Cohesion of the Political Groups /156

2. Competition Dimensions of the EP /174

3. The Competition and Coalition Formation of the Political Groups /185



G F PR ESR

Chapter Five Case Studies /206
1. Port Service Directive /206
2. Takeover Bids Directive / 212

Conclusion /223

Bibliography /228

Appendix 1 List of MEP Interviewees /244

Appendix 2 Translations /247

Afterword Intership in the European Parliament /258
Acknowledgement /262



B 5l %

A 1-1
B 2-1
& 22
A 23
B 2-4
B 3-1
32
A 4-1
B 42

‘RRREFAEE /27

PR EXHRE A R /82
FRER I SRR FER /85

2009 4 R 2 2 B R B 3R Bk R T /88
2009 SERRI I AL RELR /100

MM WS AU EEANE R /123

MU EARARARSHE 124

2004—2009 FEHENERM N SWABREE [ /180

Xk BES E—H o H”
BHEXZAE /184

|§



e 2T S

F1-1 BRMRSRAMEE /20

£12 —/_ERFSAR/ ZEBFHEIERS /29
13 BRBEMERFAEE /35

F1-4 RHMULBAHWUIIE /40

£ 1-5 19992004 £ E AJEBRM LS AER ST /43
F2-1 2004 FRRM LRI EREFIE /78

#22 BMWSLHENALSE /91

#23 AARABEUSMBFEZERHKMNESUA LS /92
F2-4 MU ATEL /94

£2-5 BRMNLPREFCLDAER(1979—2009 ££) /101
F3-1 2009—2014 FRLEHRMWNSERERARIIER /134
#32 02 EBRMAREEANULEZRSIMAALZE /140
#33 AREEALAESE UK /144

#3-4 BRMARZHE 2009 £ 10 12 H—10 A 15 BEHAFA SN
ZHe /145



