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Unit!

College Life

READING & WRITING

Part One: In - class Reading

Useful Information

1. “Getting In”

“And yet not a dream, but a mighty reality——a glimpse of the higher life, the broa—
der possibilities of humanity, which is granted to the man who, amid the rush and roar of
living, pauses four short years to learn what living means. ”

W. E. B. DuBois

The above is what Dubois thought about getting into college, which fully tells people
how important college experience is in one’s life.

College is a place for people to pursue knowledge, to obtain higher education, to
prepare for future work and future life. College serves as a new beginning in one’s life.
Entering college is almost everyone’s wish.

Some say college is heaven. After the fierce entrance examination, they think of col—
lege life as a paradise, which will provide new, colorful and most important, relaxed life;
while others regard it as a threshold of new development in their life. They plan how to
start the new learning, how to soon get used to the new environment, and how to pro-
gress quickly. No matter what the college life will be, it is a dream.

Of course, college is not really such a “paradise” as young people imagined. There
will be many problems they have to face. Apart from developing new learning methods,
another most important thing is that they will get to know a lot of new people. They have
to learn how to interact with others. Some of the students that they will come contact with
will be friends for life, while others they will never hear from again. But, the lessons that
college students will learn from the interaction with other students will prepare them for
working and living in the future beyond college.

2. College study
@ ( omitted)
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@ | think as a college student, my main task here is to study. | will try to grasp every
chance to learn the knowledge concerning my major to prepare a strong foundation
for my future job or for the further education. Of course, in the mean time, only
learning book knowledge is not enough. Broadening the students” social experi—
ences is also important.

© After entering the college, many students feel that life in university is not as intense
as it was in the middle school. Some are even at a loss as to how time should be
spent because there are not as many courses, which is the most obvious differ-
ence. However, | think | should study harder than before because the courses are
more challenging, and the classmates are more competitive. Of course, the meth-
od should be changed. Only depending on learning the course book is not enough.

3. Taking exams

Sample:

A: Hi, Lily. How are you recently?

B: Bad. | will soon take the exams. You know | am always afraid of taking exams. | hate
it.

A: Well, | will have exams too. | think if you just take it easy and regard it as a way to
check your study. That will be fine.

B: | know. But | just cannot relax. Why not change to some other ways to check how
well we have done in college? | dont think the present examination system is good
enough.

A: Maybe different people have different ideas. As far as I'm concerned, | think it is quite
necessary to have an exam. Through the preparation for an exam, we students can
learn more and can strengthen the knowledge we have learned.

B: You must be a very confident person. | think | will try to overcome my fear of exams.
Hope you can help me more in the future.

A: My pleasure.

4. Homesick

Calling and talking to whomever you miss most will make you feel good inside. Hear—

ing actual words and realizing that you are missed as well do make you feel wanted and
more confident about yourself while you have to be away from home.

The following are the times | called home from college:

When | got off the plane or train

When | met my roommates

When | needed money

When | got a good grade

When | failed a test
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When | got lonely

When | quarreled with my roommates
When | was ill

When it was my mum’s birthday
When | won an award

1.

2.

Language Points

... if you make it so.
Here “it” refers to the dream of entering college. That means if you can really suc—
cessfully enter college.

To a great extent, you will be on your own.
extent: degree.
e.g. to some/what/such an/a certain/ extent
| agree with what you say to a certain extent.

. True, there are an awful lot of people ready to help you, but generally you must take the initia—

tive and seek them out.
@ awful: an adjective, which is always used to describe sth. terrible or unpleasant.
But here it means very great, which is used informally in oral English.
e.g. That is an awful lot of money.
I'm in an awful hurry to get to the station.
He was awfully glad.
Synonyms: horrible, unpleasant, terrible, dreadful
@ be ready to do sth. : be willing to do sth. , be prepared to do sth.
e.g. He is always ready enough to help us.
| asked her if she was ready to go with her husband and she nodded.
© take the initiative: 73, RELF BT
e.g. He took the initiative in trying to solve the problem.
He took the initiative in organizing a party after his brother’s wedding.

.. . the initial decision allows you to set class goals and pursue them step by step. . .
pursue: follow; go after
e.g. pursue happiness jE>KEffE

pursue pleasure F-¥A1E 4%

pursue a discussion Z¥Zzi1iE

pursue one’s studies M FHHF5Y
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We have always pursued a friendly policy towards the people all over the world.
XA R IAT— TR AT A EUR -

He felt their eyes pursuing him.

b SR b A R i 2 A2 B A

He pursued the river to its source.

... whether it be in the arts, literature, a profession. . .

whether it be: whether it should be

This is a subjunctive mood in an adverbial clause of concession.

e. g. Everything around us, be it air or water or stone, ( = whether it should be air or
water or stone ) is matter.

. Let yourself explore beyond your immediate career objectives.

beyond: This word can be used in different forms.
@ prep. on or to the further side of; part the limits of ; besides ; except for
e.g. What lies beyond the mountains?
It 's beyond me (too hard for me to understand) why she married him.
| own nothing beyond the clothes on my back.
This work is beyond my grasp.
XA TAEERR ) P
@ ad. on or to the further side; further
e.g. Men can travel to the moon and beyond.
I will go with you to the bridge, but not a step beyond.
O n. b
e.g. the beyond it
( fig) to prepare for the changes of 21st century and beyond.

21 At K LAJE B AR ot

. . . she should make use of most of the opportunities at hand.

at hand: close by, convenient for use

e.g. Spring is at hand.
He wished more than ever to have his father at hand.
by L AT AR B4 8 A B A Y AC SR EAE B3

Phrases with “hand”:

hand (n.)

at first hand 715 [ B4R

get the upper hand 5 [ X,

hand in hand T4 Tl

on the one hand, on the other hand —J51fi, 5 — 7
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hand (v.)

hand on 1%

e.g. Please read this and hand it on.

hand over #%z; il 5

e.g. The thief was handed over to the police.

“hand” can also be figuratively used:

e.g. A cold hand and a warm heart. [iZ ]| & 0.
a cool hand K JIH 77 JEERG: iz 6 A
A clean hand wants no washing. [3Z 75 AT N H BRI .
a good hand [ |#AZ %
a green hand 4 F
an old hand (at) £, Hi7T

. T talk to far too many students going to school just to get the credentials to “get a job”.

far: here is used to emphasize the degree.

e.g. far too busy
| dont like our monitor; he’s far too cocky.
She is far better than me at writing.

Dont be content to just skim over courses with “only to pass” in mind.
@ be content to do sth. : satisfied; happy
e.g. The old couple seem content to sit in front of the television all night.
She was content to step down after four years as president of the university.
“content” can also be followed by “with”.
e.g. She is content with very little.
It 57 T 5 12 o
We should never content ourselves with a little book knowledge only.
@® skim over/ through : read quickly to get the main ideas
e.g. skim over/ through the newspaper
It took me an hour to skim over the book.

10. This is true of the doctor, plumber and teacher, whatever.

11.

be true of: Xf------ EHLAST
e.g. Learning language should involve great effort, this is true of learning all other
courses.

T E B 2D A AR SS 0, e AR A~ > B —F

Thus, as you stand on the threshold of your college career, commit yourself and stand by that

commitment.
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@ on the threshold of / at the threshold of : at the place or point of beginning 7g------ 0]
THIfR
e.g. on/at the threshold of a new era in medicine
He was on the threshold of his career.
® commit v.
a. to promise ( esp. oneself, one’s property, etc.) to a certain cause, opinion,
or course of action Kifi; ZJiE; Haf
commit oneself to Z& T, L.LHET
e.g. to commit oneself to a promise
Z T AR
He felt that he was too young to commit fully to marriage.
S R AR R AN RE 58 R ZE IS 1Y LS5
b. JL(FERR) 5 (KT ;
e.g. A robbery was committed last night.
If you commit a crime you can never escape being punished.
commitment n. responsibility or promise to follow certain beliefs or a certain course
of action
e.g. a commitment to pay $50000 to Red Cross
I've taken on too many commitments.

Chinese Translation of the Text

ERE KR AL NSS! W RARRE )% £, Bt iRAT » R
FITWr it 1o F) 48 Al A HE T AR PG o BRSPS o AEARKREE b, IR
FEH D B S ARZ AR TR, B BOR YR R I E B 2 535K AW o

RATRZ BN B e 7RO R ARATVE 2 AR R AT e 2 o028 32 5 (H R I
PUE AR E MIEER H K5 B D B, — D Sk i e 28 H b 3X 28 F RIS L)
oAb B AN A A RO, FE R T YRARATT A IR A AR R A O U R
o HIHE S o

A RIIHEFL AN AL ZR S0 R SR Rl R 4 8 75 11 3 78 35 6 53 1K) 40 i
REEFAR R R R IX LU L2 o B3 T RN FE AR A DU E I 4 18 s A
HHIRRE KW EN L NFEh AT AEILA QR RRRAES B D& E &M KW
BHHZ e FERZEARCE, DN R 22 A R T DL I s 324 S AR e

P2
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AREGPRFE . BEA PLHAAS — AT ANGE R R — A2 A1 K AR S, B2 — R AE T e b
() R S U BLE i IR R e O T E W 2RI AR Toe 5 N %
KPR EE A H AT KL B

B A EARATEE D RORE], FR% AR B A2 R E 2 o R FRRIK K
L PIRARRG A — FRIR B X BT AT I 25 RV BLAE IS L2 08 A ATT I BE— 0 B B — A B BT
Bl L BRI A N D AR —— R B R BL 2 g AR O I AT R it 2 — Fh IR 2
FLAR T 3, RN N AR R —3RIUR BT REARAT 1K — ), JF kM Sk1G % .

BEAT, 15 2 e IXAE AN [ —— R HE 2 O 22 BRI AE — TTIR R U T
BRI TTRRR? RIFVFFZ 2 LR U 7505, DUE “Sofy T 7122 4R
e FRE AR SOGRAEL S H 2o IWRABTTEREE LR BRI o AN ZE 356 2 T3 D iRk 2%
Blaks R o RIURNI) A S TTER R RV ZARS G 52 6 —E IR G

EBORRRNTRRE I 5 — R TR — DATH HEARE 5 DO S0 TR, X
AN EICEFEAERIN o RG] T B A28 T B, LT RN . 50 B ok 18
PR ZHG B AN MHETAE T45 O IR 51 LU SR 4 S 5 AEAR KR By DUAE K27
NP/

DEL I » 7 A BIKS TR AR R 2% AR 0E 2 B S50 B VR Nl 5 T 205 skl . N ESRINEE — K
EHUN IR B A > 2 8RR 1A A Z RIS I AR OT KT BE Bl
RAF 2 AT

Key to the Exercises

Comprehension of the Text
I

1. I came to college to further pursue my study. In my opinion, what the future world needs is
a person equipped with rich and advanced knowledge. Without knowledge, one can hardly
survive. College can offer me the chance to learn knowledge in one specific area or field as
well as in other areas. College learning serves as the new beginning of my life.

2. 1 think what a student needs is not only the course in his or her major. If he has time, he
had better learn more in other areas to broaden his knowledge. And after graduation, when
he goes into society, he will find all that he has learned is useful and valuable to him. Of
course, he should firstly learn his own required courses well.

3. Major selection is very important for students, which will deicide his or her future career.
And the selection of the major should be based on one’s interest. If he has no interest and
talent in this area, then there will be no room for his development. Therefore, he may have

no achievement all his life.



II.
1.C 2.C 3.A 4.B 5.B 6.D 7.C 8.A
I .
1. Introduction: ( Para. 1)
Going to college is like an exciting trip.
2. Some of the author’s important experiences of studying in college: ( Para. 2 —6)
A. The importance of a pre-decided career objective.

A pre-decided career objective may allow you to set class goals and pursue them.

B. Never limit your knowledge learning and try to grasp the opportunities at hand.

a. Try to learn knowledge in other fields other than your career objectives.

b. Going to college means more than earning a degree.

c. Dont be content only to pass and try to take the in-depth approach.

C. The last observation: try to keep a good habit from college to do an honest work.

3. Conclusion: ( Para. 7) College students should commit themselves, discipline themselves

and get the most from the educational opportunities open to them.

Vocabulary and Structure
L.

1. B 2.B 3.A 4. B 5.A 6. A 7.8 8.A
II.

1. approach 2. eventually 3. opportunities 4. pursues
5. stood on the threshold 6. precious 7. decide on 8. To a great extent
9. sought out 10. full of
II.
1. A. historic B. historical C. history D. historian
2. A. educator B. education C. educate D. educated
3. A. limited B. limitless C. limitations D. limit E. limit
4. A. success B. successful C. succeeds D. successfully
5. A. prepared B. preparatory C. preparation D. preparing

Word Building
I.
1. assignment 2. appointment 3. movement 4. entertainment 5. employment

6. announcement 7. excitement 8. equipment 9. disappointment 10. management

1. discount 2. disapprove 3. disarm 4. disadvantage 5. dishonesty 6. disorder
7. disability 8. disappointing 9. disappear 10. disgrace
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Cloze

1.serious 2. Deciding 3.set  4.pursue 5.chance 6. explore 7.beyond 8. objec—
tives 9. reason  10. thinker 11, vast 12. unlimited ~ 13. experience  14. bluntly
15. greedy  16. content  17.over 18.discipline 19.value  20. hand.

Translation

1. These brave soldiers were ready to die, if necessary, for their country.

2. His early working experience as a lawyer allowed him to smoothly become a member of this
company.

. He is perfectly content to live in a hut and paint pictures all day.

. As is true of Tom, Mike was also born in a poor family but succeeded in his career.

. This patient was beyond the possibility of recovery.

. There is no particular reason why he couldnt finish the task in time.

. A foreign language cannot be learned rapidly; it must be learned step by step.

0o N o O~ W

. Entering this firm means a lot of work and responsibility.

Part Two: After — class Reading

Chinese Translation of Passage A

il - EARIG . R, AT BT HAIENE R —H8 73, A F %
AL AN 2 B R 70 A RE P IO R LM — 1o EJE, 3R KE, F ALk 4 A
OO IR AL 10 > B 78 70 P o FRAMR IR Athe——110 FR ) S A AP I AN N FR ) 2 L
FE X 3 1R 6 I AR KA AT AT 35 B s A

FAFEN AT BB o FAEAF R 1) LA A 2 L AT 22
WHERIINT o GMFATARB . Wi FEARVUEAT A QA E . R — ATy
RMER I MBI O RORHECS PR 48R AN R T o FRANE R L 2 JsUA ]
PUTSAE AR R 258 1 AH B R BHC B IRAE L.

FAN B AR FR P BORBRRE RS, M0 H 2 L. I AR 3 A E AR, BRI AR R IR Lk
PN T R L (TR ) T R RN TE S S WE R R T EEey U R I SR O S

T HE AR L, BATR PR & T2 T T Gt e R AR
ABIRI IR T WA 28R T FANEITE AR A A KA T, (H AN T ! gl i
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BERPRIX AP K, BRI G AT IS T AR e ATIORE T B TR AR BBk T R 1) i
KW st [ A 7 S UCOR  1r) SRR 5 o i AT T4 ST T ) b b 25 SRS ET T3

U AN I I 2 B TRAS O FRARE AT IR = T2 10— W K 7 R — e A 23
FAAEFRIR L M ARAE R R o RO T R R LS . AW A A diTie
ES SS'QEIE I B

HLTE AR 1 Wb SE 1 1], JRAZ 2t W s AN R e BFE SR AN F WA K
JEE I 02 A [ 175 00 TR R T o 2R 26 B AR AR — A S 4% 1 H VR 2 AR -

MK EART R, A B K Wik bl 5 i s ot TR . FRAENT B i iR R
MIMERL A o A PNE? AR 258 & HIRW A B A% 2 T b PR R T
MIE TREKT

Te g, JOTA BB IIX A 2 1o RACTIFEM L 7 B 5 TRk #3746 1A
FAZ, J0 SOV T B AL TR ST JERU S W i (BB B il LA AR i ——3K
WA ML) 31 T M, F R T AL . AR L0 T S8R R R A
BHANER T o WIEEE R D25, IHEA T 7 e B2 8l LR AR .
A TGN, T LAREMIR Sk o A A BB U, PO AR . FRSEAEAFIIE & U L4t
Do MR TARMRME . FRIE LA 22 L UK IR - AT 5 DS A sl 2 e A3 A 45 B R N A2 AR T
Ko AHAGE. Ul TR k235 BT Wi FREME . FE 7 SR, dx Bl
KA U

IR P —EAEAE— . WATBZEIFALL — 2 HEATH 2 T IR A K5
R ME AL, frFr DR, FF 2 LU,

Chinese Translation of Passage B

R BT AR BT VR 2 2 3. BT MRS A LT R BT Rk

TR WA 55 KA. IR g K [ 50 2 00 ok i o e AR RIS o« ANFEA
M, AR, AEFA AL KEREAL T R, T a ke X
Fi ORIV 2 0 KA, sV LRG3 T - TR 2R D AT 2 TAE. B REEIEA
(UIER

DRI T AR 7R B 5 B ARt 78 B2 A A A1 T IS A BH » LA AN A AN FE AN i B 1 L 00K
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AR R B B A R R AR T o JRIE T L) R BB AR R LA 2 Y
PER] GE 2 IR R TAERINL 2 FAAR AT TN %l AR, JIE A B4 T2 —
WRRZR « B dl i AT & REFEIFNERCE TRk A TR A KA.
JFITEL, g eriiilko iy FLAR 4 il A b 20 28 — A2 00—

AR R BGEARAR T, A3 BERE RO AT “WNL 7, AR JF il FRar 7 K415 704t
oI AT BN B A T — TR BE R . AT B, T Z A T . R
KA, REBAR L. &)m, AR —RERSINE K.

TP SR % b AR o BIBLAE ik Bfli vk FAT Lo 75 20X 40 AR G b AT Lk 3%
Pk BT Ok H A Al ATT P VR B 1L L€ AR RIALI, 2 Z M AIZ 5. AL — 4
Mo BTFARZETDAEVIER I TAER I BAMILTAEIFAA. F b, SRZERE
RN H 7 i BB AT U3 AN 7~ AT Bz e (HBA 70 3 XA R (1 iRy 5, Vg XL
TR T ZRARPEA) TAF, FART S B By I A4 7 1) A7 W0 BUE B A7 Lk 45 A7 Je&
FIZ ke BUE, RS G IR SRR RS S0

ol W TR PO -

1) 7R IR AR Yoy S, FERAHL I TAERL 25 o 00 B3 A R 4 4% IR SO I »

BERFEIRITIRIN T AT BT F IR T 2R A FIERE FER - fF .
2) FTHAGBIURAT DGR TAE 7o G R wT LIRS ol 22 1k K BRIV f300) 1y AR A
st AR [RIAEM I T 2R AR A T R AT K WV AR I 2 AT L AR
180
3) TR, 7 A MERE “BAAL " SUIR R o AN 2 Ay B AT H S48 N U BN, 5K
58 H s (H SCEL I R ARARAE P04 AR

4) T 10 215 20h ik

5) HE HIE RN, PLEFTA M o AT AN (37 9t 1) -

6) THIRI s KB, LEATR IEFE R IR AN T AR e B ot 2k 4 A 1] M o e

Bie” 2 I

7) TS AU AN RS B A SR A N AR o

8) FE IR Z 1Y I 2 J s R A el B — e 5 T2

4 7 AN A RN F B A2 0 h BT 21 A AR RER Tk — FE 2 iz Hh 4k
FITAE e TAERC T F iGN 2 M OR LA o o 3y B REAT BT 5 ) o
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Part Three: Grammar

Key to the Exercises

I
1. speaks 2. drink
4. causes 5. live
II.
1. doesnt drink 2. do the banks close
4. do you do 5. takes. . . does it take
7. does this word mean
III.
1. took 2. didnt enjoy
4. went 5. didnt sleep
7. wasn't 8. laughed
10. didnt cost 11. didnt have (any)

3. opens. . . closes

6. takes place

3. does Martin come

6. play. . . dont play

3. didnt disturb
6. didnt eat
9. flew

12. were

Part Four: Reading Skills

Key to the Exercises

I. 1. He wanted to get a million dollars from his rich uncle.

. He advertised in one of the popular Sunday newspaper.

. He received over a thousand replies.

. No, he didn1.

. They happily lived together.

2
3
4
5. His sister was alone then and she would be a good wife.
6
1L

.C 2.C 3. B 4B 5. C 6.B 7.D 8. 8B

Part Five: General Writing

Key to the Exercises

1. complex 2. simple 3. compound 4. simple 5. compound-complex
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1. We have made some progress, but we still have a long way to go.

2. When the prisoners were caught by the police, they were put into jail.

3. I need butter to make the cookie better, but I couldnt find any, so I used vegetable oil in-
stead.

4. Because my car is not starting on cold mornings, I think the battery needs to be replaced.
I already had it recharged once, so I dont think it would help to charge it again.

5. When you are sent damaged goods, the stores must replace the items, or it must issue a

full refund.
Part Six: Applied Writing
Key to the Exercise

May, 6
Jack,
I am sorry to have to tell you that I will not be able to come to your party at the weekend,
as something unexpected has cropped up. Indeed I will be out of town during the weekend.
I hope you still have a good time without me. (I called you this morning but you were out,
so I have to leave this note with your neighbor. )

Sue
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Persecverance

Part One: In - class Reading

Useful Information

Now we are living in a complex and competitive society in which there are many
things that we cannot be sure about. If we explore a new field that no one has ever inves—
tigated before, and without making enough preparations in advance, failure may be inevi—
table.

People vary in their attitudes towards failures. Some people may give up in the face
of failure, while others may persevere in what they are doing in spite of failure. It is be—
lieved that those who are not afraid of failure and those who can learn from their failures
can finally achieve what they set out to achieve.

There seems to be a general assumption that brilliant people are always born with sil—
ver spoons. Actually, there is sufficient evidence to prove that those people who achieve
greatness have experienced many difficulties and failures at some point in their lives. One
thinks of Amos the shepherd, Socrates the stonemason, Omar the tentmaker. Jesus
probably had his first revelations while doing humdrum carpentry work. Einstein worked
out his theory of relativity while serving as a clerk in a Swiss patent office. Machiavelli
wrote The Prince and the Discourses while immersed in the dull life of a small country
town where the only excitement he knew was playing cards with housewives of Konigs—
berg who set their clocks by the time he passed each day on his way to the university.
He took the same walk each morning, rain or shine. These famous individuals never lost
heart and remained confident that their efforts and abilities would help them to gain suc-
cess eventually, despite the boring and tedious work they were forced to conduct during
their everyday lives. The secret of their success depended upon their perseverance, their
steady concentration on the business in hand and their spirit of never giving-up.

We should have a firm belief in the famous saying ‘Where there is a will there is a
way”. Therefore, dont bother about genius; dont worry about being clever and trust
hard work, perseverance and determination. Just plug away.
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The author of this text is, just as she said, not a genius, not a gifted person. She
just liked writing, although her fellow students and teachers, and even her family mem-
bers just sneered at her. What caused her to succeed in her writing? The answer simply
lies in “perseverance”.

Language Points

1. I announced to my English class that I was going to write and illustrate my own books.
@ announce: v. to make known publicly; make known to the senses or mind; make
known the arrival or approach of; serve as an announcer of
e.g. The news was announced by Radio Beijing.
An occasional shot announced the presence of the enemy.
The servant came in and announced “Mr. Carson!”
He announces the six o'clock news.
@ illustrate: v. using a picture or example to show something more clearly.
e.g. He told a story to illustrate the fact that power changes people.
If you illustrate the book it will be more expensive.

2. Half the students sneered.
sneer: v. talking or smiling in a nasty way to show that one thinks someone is poor,
weak, stupid, etc.
e.g. It's very discouraging to be sneered at all the time.
The boys sneered at him because his family was poor.

3. I was so humiliated that I burst into tears.
@ humiliate: v. make sb feel ashamed or disgraced; lower the dignity or self-respect
of filfi( N) 3¢, i A %
e. g. He felt utterly humiliated.
China used to be a country that was humilated by defeat.
@ burst into: rush into; begin suddenly or violently
e.g. Two boys burst into my room.
They were so moved that they burst into tears.

4. 1 tasted success.
taste: V. feeling or recognizing food with the mouth; experience; ( lit) have or get the
experience of
e. g. Taste this cake and tell me whether you like it.
He has tasted the sweetness and bitterness of life.



