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A DEBATE

Heodkokeokok

Is the Teaching of Gautama Buddha

more Noble than the Teaching of Jesus

of Nazareth?
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First Affirmative
By the Bhikkhu Upaya.

In this discussion I shall
attempt to show to tbe logi-
cally thinking man or woman
that the Wisdom-religion of
Gautama Buddha is more ethi-
cal and noble than the Emotional
religion as taught by Jesus of
Nazareth. Point by point, I shail
illustrate the philosophy of the
great Sage of India for your
careful judgment.
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First, however, let me give
a very brief outline concerning
the Buddha. He lived in the
sixth century before the birth
of Jesus, in North India. He
was born a prince who would
have inherited the throne of
his father, but he chose to
seek for humanity, liberation
from the sorrows and suffer-
ing that afflicted all men.
At the age of twenty-nine he
entered the homeless state,
travelling from place to place
and listening to various teach-
ings of the religious leaders
who prevailed in India in his
time. He sat at the feet of
many strange masters, but the
true path of liberation, he
discovered, none of them could
reveal. After six years of
search and ardent practice of
the most logical among other
teachings, he resolved to medi-
tate till Truth or the way for
Iiberation of man revealed
itself. At last he discovered
the Four Noble Truths, and
the Eight-Fold Path.

The First Noble Truth is:
That all must suffer.

The Second Noble Truth
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is: That there 18 a cause for
all suffening.

The Third Noble Truth
is: Destroy its cause and
sutfering ends.

The Fourth Noble Truth
is: The Eight-Fold Path.

The Eight-Fold Path, often
called the "Middle-Way,” is,
in order, namely: 1. Right
Understanding. 2. Right Tho-
ught. 3. Right Speech. 4. Right
Action, 5. Right Livelihood.
6. Right Effort. 7. Right
Mindfulness. &. Right Concen-
tration. This is the Middle
Path which the Perfect One
has found upon which we
can travel: a way that leads
to peace, discernment, enlight-
enment, and, at length Nir-
vana. If we follow the Path,
we will understand suffering,
the origin of suffering, the
extinguishing of suffering, and
ultimate Bliss.

FIRST STEP.... Refrain
from killing either man or any
living creature. Do not take
things not given. Refrain from
unrighteous sexual intercourse.
Abstain from telling untruths,
Refrain from tale-bearing. Do
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not speak in harsh language.
Abstain from frivolous talk.
Do not covet anything, any-
where at anytime. Remove all
ill-will from the mind. Un-
derstand fully that sorrow and
suffering is our lot if we do
not walk in this Path.

SECOND STEP..... Free
yourseif from lust and greed.
Free yourself from all thoughts
of illwill. Cleanse your mind
from all thoughts of cruelty
and revenge.

THIRD STEP..... Abstain

from lying. Abstain from
talebearing. Abstain from
coarse talk and speak only
words that are gentle and
noble. Abstain from all kinds
of vain talk and look upon
speech as a treasure that
may be utilized to enrich the
minds of others with thoughts
of mercy and kindness.

FOURTH STEP.. This is
the step that leads to Right
Action. Not to extend only a
helping hand, but to extend
both hands to those in need.
Living one's life so that
should the whole world know
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your innermost thoughts, you
would be respected and loved.
This means radiating kind and
loving thoughts towards all
sentient beings.

FIFTH STEP.. This is the
step towards earning a Right
Livelihcod. Any trade or pro-
fession where there is practice
of deceit, treachery, soothsay-
ing, trickery or usury, isto
be avoided.

SIXTH STEP... By this
step we gain control over our
senses. By controlling the five
senses we learn to avoid suf-
fering and sorrow. We learn,
by taking this step, how to
love all kindred bengs in an
unselfish manner. We avoid
attachment to all things the
Senses crave.

SEVENTH STEP.This is
the step of Right Mindfulness
that leads to the purifying of
all our thoughts and actions.
It 1s a putting away of all
craving for things of a mun-
dane nature. Since such things
are impermanent, one will
cultivate non-attachment for

them. When one is not
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attached to anything, sorrow
ends and tranquility of mind
is assured.

EIGHTH STEP.. Thisis
the last step and leads us into
Right  Concentration of
thought. By contemplating the
other steps with a sincere and
open mind, we will enter the
Supermundane Path where all
thoughts of ill-will, anger,
craving, lusting for transitory
beings will vanish. We have
attained the state of Enlight-
enment, or Bliss. When we
have attained liberation in part
or whole, we are encouraged
to teach others how to walk in
the Path, by word and ex-
ample.

When we have entered upon
the Path, we realize that Life
1s but a conditioned process
initiated by conception, birth
pain, sorrow, grief, wailing,
disappointment, and despair.
We learn that there is grief in
union with objects we hate.
We discover that there is also
grief in becoming separated
from that which we love, such
as wife, children, friends or
our own life. We find that
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sorrow is in all coming and
going. There is no delusion
about the true nature of
objects in this world. The
craving for life in this world
and life in Heaven is nourish-
ed by ignorance or delusion
about the real nature of
transitory things. The great
delusion that life is desirable
nourishes the craving for an
eternal life in heaven, which
in essence, is selfish and un-
worthy, The little joys and
pleasures we may experience
in this life only increases the
feeling of grief when they
come to an end. While it
may be true that the eating
of a bitter apple will cause
one to better appreciate the
sweet fruit, it is equally true
that eating the sweet fruit
will make the bitter apple
more terrible in taste. When
we have learned that all life
and things associated with life
are of a transitory nature,
that nothing we held dear can
be ours to have and hold,
except for fleeting moments,
then we are seeing the true
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nature of all worldly coming
and going; and peace of mind
is attained.

The Eight-Fold Path is
more than a code of morality.
It is a way of life. Buddhism
teaches that life is not the
beginning or the end of our
true natures. Our true nature
is immortal, it never had a
beginning and consequently
can never end. Buddhism is
a Wisdom-Religion par-excel-
lence as it is not only logical,
but scientific too. It recom-
mends itself in that no mys-
terious voices speak in contra-
dicting ways. It is not a
so-called revealed religion
and does not require the
worship of any god or gods.
We do show reverence to
the founder, Gautama, as the
World Enlightened One. Ins-
tead of being a belief-religion
it is strictly a knowledge-reli-
gion that invites doubt of any
of its tenents until the mind
can accept the inherent truths
it teaches. It is a religion of
hope, instead of despair, and
holds the attention of thinking
men when they once make an
honest search into its creed.
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First Negative
By James D. Bales, Ph. D.
Harding College

A Fundamental Failure.
One system can be better than
another only in the light of
some standard. By what
standard does Newton propose
to evaluate Christ and Buddha?
(1) Buddha's teaching? What
proof does Newton offer to
establish this standard? (2) Is
there some other standard?
If so, what is it? Why should
we accept it? Newton failed to
establish the standard. Chri-
stians maintain that there is
sufficient reason to accept
Christ as the standard.

Wisdom and Emotion.
Newton assumed, not proved,
that Buddhism is the Wisdom-
religion, and Jesus taught
the Emotional-religion. Christ
does not neglect the emotions,
but they are not the standard.
The apostles aimed first to
convince the intellect and then
stimulate the emotions so that
people would do what they
saw they ought to do. Thus
on Pentecost they appealed
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to the evidence of miracles,
prophecy and the resurrection
(Acts 2:22, 25-35, 33, 31-32)
On the basis of such evidence
they drew the conclusion that
Jesus is both Lord and Christ
(Acts 2:36.) Afterwards they
exhorted the people to obey
Him. (Acts 2:40).

Revelation. In what way
did Truth reveal itself to
Buddha? How did he know
that it was truth which reveled
itself?

Truth in Buddhism,
Christians do not deny that
there is some truth in Budd-
hism. {(a) Some of it 15 obvious,
such as the universality of
suffering, that suffering
15 caused, and that destruction
of the cause destroys the
effect. (b) Some of it is good.
This proves the Biblical teach-
ing that man has some cons-
ciousness of good and evil
(Rom 2). (¢) Whatever truth
Buddhism has, Christ has, (d)
Christ does not advocate error,
but Buddha does advocate
some €error.

Perfect One. Did Buddha
claim and demonstrate per-
fection? In the light of what
standard?

10




R g AR
S IB A RGN 7

BENTE #E0ER
REFEE > BIANFEEE
HERFEBRI AR - 3
— - ABEF  EEKR
B S RESRAEsE
BTREZZ - aEEE . ©
HMEEHLERY - = - 15
W TRARLAZE L
BT AT  MEMmE o RIAREE
g GRgZ/Ag) - =
HAeEEE: T — &5
—EY - EWRUNES
ISR — YIS EAER
ABBRR EZ 8RS - SRHE—
YIEY B RERIER , - 1E
Hiob o T HES B8
R (REd B, (FIREK
MR = A —
) o 9 ZeE  TEER
HEE > REHRE . RFRE
', GR&E) » HIEMEEE
= T EAitEERE > T hE
RRRrR | (REre— o IR
BRIE=——) - fi~ fib#%
PEIBEBIERESE - S
HEERE—VEE (8

i

Uitimate Bliss. What is
it? Does Newton desire Bliss?

The Total System. If
only cestain aspects of Buddh-
ism are seen it has its measure
of beauty, but things are
otherwise when other aspects
are viewed. Consider: (1) Per-
sonal existence is evil. Desire
for life and hereafter are two
of the Ten Sins. One must
eliminate such desire to achieve
salvation. (2) Marriage. "So
long as the love of man toward
woman, even the smallest, is
not destroyed, so long is his
mind in bondage." {(Dhamma-
pada, 284). (3) Truth and Law.
"...a conception of an iron
law of doom which sternly
condemns even the desire to
live in earth or heaven, and
drives all creatures to final
extinction.” In this "there is
neither truth nor beauty, only
falsehood and a rayless gloom"
(S. H. Kellogg, The Light of
Asia and the Light of the
World. P. 281). (4) Good and
evil, "The wise man, being
wise, does not cling to the
world, neither does he blame
himself."(Sutta Nipata; Maha-
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viyuha sutta, 19; S.B.E., X,
P. 174). The true saint is one
"Who in this world is above
good and evil, above the bon-
dage of both." (Dhammapada,
412. Kellogg, 311). (5) Budd-
hism advocates a false asce-
ticism. (6) It would eliminate all
attachments (Kellogg.P.320),
and thus all love, if one is to
obtain "salvation.” Let no man
love anything, for loss of the
beloved 1s evil." (Dhammapada,
211). "From affection comes
grief, from affection comes
fear; he who is free from
affection, knows neither grief
nor fear." (Dhammapada, 213;
Kellogg, 350).

First Step. Does Buddhism
view this as the highest or
lowest aspect of their code?
(1) Killing. "The Buddha is
represented as having said that
this law is broken by the killing
of so much as a louse, a bug,
or a tick.” (Buddhaghosha's
Parables, ch. viii, P. 153,
Kellogg, P. 290). Newton, is
it mass murder to use sulphur
and lard on scabies? "In
illustration of the great sin
mvolved in even such a trifl-
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ing breach of the command-
ment, he is said to have
added that 'the Rishi Pandu-
kabra, as a consequence of
his having, when he was a
carpenter, pierced a fly with
a splinter of wood, had, while
engaged...in the performance
of good works, to suffer the
torture of being impaled.” (P.
154, Kellogg, P. 290) Newton,
does one run the risk of
killing an ancestor by killing
a fly?

Second Step. "The Budd-
hist who has entered the Noble
Path is to maintain the same
imperturable attitude of mind
alike toward the best and the
worst of men. No cruelty or
oppression, no enermity of
wickedness 1s t0 be allowed to
ruffle the serenity of his
composure.” {Kellogg, 352).
Thus though it teaches one to
have no ill-will, it also has
other teachings which encour-
ages moral neutrality.

Third Step. Newton's sta-
tement 18 good, but remember
that Buddhism teaches that a
mendicant is the highest type
of saint (Kellogg, 321).
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True Nature, What is “our
true nature” which is immortal?

Reverence. Buddhism re-
fuses to reverence God. It
reverences a man Gautama.

Knowledge-Religion.
Mr. Newton, are the following
matters of belitef or knowledge?
(a} Man’'s eternity. (b) Trans-
migration. (c) Nirvana. (d)
Extinction of consciousness,
(e} Gautama lived.

A belief may be well found-
ed, but on what grounds
does Newton assert that these
are matters of knowledge in
contrast with belief.

Invites Doubt. Christi-
anity tells us to prove all
things and hold fast the good.
(1 Thess. 5:21).

“Religion of Hope.” It
labels all affection and life
as evil,

Christ’s Teaching more
Noble. (1) Better postu-
lates. (a) Christianity teaches
the personal, Creator God,
while Buddhism 1is either
agnosticism, indifferent or,
some say, atheistic, (Buddh—
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