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Preface

I am deeply honored to write the preface to OCLC
Online Computer Library Center. Written in Chinese and
published in China under the guidance of Editor-in-Chief Dr.
WU Jianzhong, Deputy Director of Shanghai Library, and
Vice Editor-in-Chief, Mr. WU Jianming, Head of
International Cooperation Division, this book provides a
comprehensive view of OCLC today. I commend the
authors, editors and publisher for this tremendous
undertaking. It is an important contribution to the literature
of librarianship and information science.

Since its founding in 1967 by the presidents and
librarians of 54 academic institutions in the State of Ohio,
US.A., OCLC has extended its cooperative services and
programs to nearly 40,000 libraries of all types in 76
countries. Throughout this period of continuous growth and
continuous technological change, OCLC has remained
committed to its public purposes of furthering access to the
world’s information and reducing library costs.

In August 1996, on the occasion of the IFLA
(International Federation of Library Associations and
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Institutions) Conference in Beijing, OCLC established the
OCLC Service Center at Tsinghua University Library.
Today, nearly 1,000 libraries in China have become users of
OCLC information services, and I trust that the number will
continue to grow.

OCLC considers China to be a very important partner.
In addition to being the most populous country in the world,
China has five thousand years of rich cultural heritage and
high regard for education and scholarship. Chinese libraries
bring a strong tradition and an exciting future to the OCLC
cooperative.

It is my sincere hope that this book will bridge further
understanding between libraries in China and the global
community of libraries that are connected to each other
through OCLC. I look forward to strengthening our
cooperative relationship in the years to come.

Jay Jordan
President and Chief Executive Officer
OCLC Online Computer Library Center
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