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BAKRNZE 4, BPOiESAE (Microskills of oral communication) :

(1) Produce chunks of language of different lengths.

(2) Orally produce differences among the English phonemes and allophonic vari-
ants.

(3) Produce English stress patterns, words in stressed and unstressed positions
; rhythmic structure, and intonation contours.

(4) Produce reduced forms of words and phrases.

(5) Use an adequate number of lexical units (words) in order to accomplish
pragmatic purposes.

(6) Produce fluent speech at different rates of delivery.

(7) Monitor your own oral production and use various strategic devices—pauses,
fillers, self-corrections, backtracking—to enhance the clarity of the message.

(8) Use grammatical word classes (nouns, verbs, etc. ), systems (e. g. tense,
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agreement, pluralization), word order, patterns, rules, and elliptical forms.

(9) Produce speech in natural constituents—in appropriate phrases, pause
groups, breath groups, and sentence constituents.

(10) Express a particular meaning in different grammatical forms.

(11) Use cohesive devices in spoken discourse.

(12) Appropriately accomplish communicative functions according to situation,
participants, and goals.

(13) Use appropriate registers, pragmatic conventions, and other sociolinguistic
features in face-to-face conversations.

(14) Convey links and connections between events and communicate such rela-
tions as main idea, supporting idea, new information, generalization, and exemplifica-
tion.

(15) Use facial features, kinesics, body language, and other nonverbal cues a-
long with verbal language in order to convey meanings.

(16) Develop and use a battery of speaking strategies, such as emphasizing key
words, rephrasing, providing a context for interpreting the meaning of words, appeal-
ing for help, and accurately assessing how well your interlocutor is understanding you.
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Part 1 Listening

& Listening skill; word stress

In an English speech, word stress usually indicates what the speaker feels is important
information or what the speaker intends to allow the listener to care about. Thus listen-
ing carefully to the stressed words is of great help in comprehension of the general idea.
Listen to the following sentences and underline the stressed words as shown in the exam-
ple.

e. g. ’m originally from Taiwan. I live in Houston now.

Exercise 1  Listen twice and underline the stressed words in each sentence.
1. Jane was born in Indonesia, but grew up in Florida.

2. I'd like to meet her and find out how she handles the kids.

3. You should have seen me in high school. I had my hair dyed blue.

Exercise 2 Listen twice and take notes by writing down the stressed words.
1.
2.
3.

€ Vocabulary building

Seeing words and phrases before you hear them can help your listening comprehension.
Each of the following sentences contains a new word or phrase that you are going to en-
counter in the conversation or the passage coming next. Use context and guess the

meaning of the bold-printed word from the four choices given.

1. Sarah, though young and beautiful, is very much a loner.

A) very thin B) someone who likes to lend money

Unit 1 Making Friends =~
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C) a lazy person D) a lonely person




2. Young people are more vigorous and athletic.

A) loving life B) fond of sports C) happy-natured D) optimistic
3. Some people love exotic pets like snakes and tropical birds.

A) expensive B) noble C) fierce D) unusual
4. He has piercing blue eyes.

A) beautiful B) glowing : C) penetrating D) doubtful
5. He hooked the trailer up to his car.

A) connected. . . with B) removed. .. from

C) added...to D) pushed. .. against
6. The job will take approximately three weeks to do.

A) ‘exactly B) about C) neérly D) generally
7. The vegetables were overcooked.

A) uneatable ' B) raw

C) cooked for too long D) popular

- 8. She waited for her cue—the ring of the telephone—to come oo stage.
A) signal B) call C) tum D) sound
¢ Listening comprehension 1 conversation

Listen for the main idea o Co - v
Listen to the conversation for the first time and write down one sentence that best summari-

Listen for more
Listen to the conversation again and finish the two exercises.
Exercise 1  Complete the form based on the information you've got about Rich and Alice.

General impression

Physical appearance




Exercise 2 Listen to a few sentences from the conversation and fill in the blanks with the

stressed words you hear.

1. _ my friend Alice would be in him.

2. He’s . and quite . I'm your would
him

3. She’s a and also goes a lot.

4. Why don’t we ? ; o

€ Listening comprehension 2. passage

Listen for the main idea
Listen to the passage for the first time and then answer the question below.
According to what you’ve heard, what are the four general rules for polite behavior if

you are invited to an American home for dinner?
1.

2
3.
4

Listen for more

Listen to the passage again and finish the two exercises.

Exercise 1  Tick the correct answer from the four choices given according to what you’ve
heard in the passage. There may be more than one answer to some of them.

1. If you are invited to an American home for dinner, it is OK to arrive

A) one hour early B) one hour late
C) ten minutes early D) ten minutes late
2. What gift(s) is (are) considered appropriate for the host/hostess?
A) Flowers. B) Wine. C) Fruits. D) Candies.

3. According to the passage, which of the following behaviors is unacceptable in Amer-
ican culture? '
A) To bring a cheap item made in your native country.
B) To say good-bye immediately after the dinner. ‘
C) To say good-bye when the host/hostess seems to have nothing to say.
D) To be 15 minutes late.
4. What is the note the guest is supposed to write the next day for?

. Unit:1 ; Making Friends ™




A) To show his gratitude.

B) To invite the host/hostess to his own house.
C) To ask how the host/hostess likes his gift.
D) To greet the host/hostess.

Exercise 2 Listen to a few sentences from the passage and jot down the stressed words.
And try 10 repeat each of them with the help of your notes.
1.

2.
3.
4

¢ Happy moment

Sit back and listen to a joke now. It is a conversation between an American and a Japa-
nese. Afier hearing it, please explain what makes it funny. Enjoy it.

Part 2 Speaking

€ In this part, you will Iéarn

(1) How to introduce yourself when you first meet so;ileone;
Hello, my name is. . .
(more) : Good moming / afternoon / evening ( formal )
Hi, Im...
I'd like to introduce myself. I'm. ..
‘ _ How do you do?
(2) How 1o reply ;
Hi, glad to meet you. My name is. . .
(more) ; How do you do? I'm. .. (slightly formal)
Nice /Pleased to meet you. I'm...
(3) How to ask about people’s job:
' What do you do?
(more) : What do you do for a living?
What's your job/occupation?




What line are you in?
(4) How to respond:
Pm a...
(more) ; I work for/at. .
I have a job in. ..
I teach. ..
My work is. ..
(5) How to introduce a third person;
I'd like to introduce you to. . .
I'd like you to meet. ..
(more) ; Let me introduce you to. . .
John, this is... (informal)
I don’t think you've ever met. . .
Have you ever met. .. ?
Come and meet. . .
(6) How to ask likes and dislikes:
What music do you like?
What'’s your favorite?
(more) ; How do you like. . . ?
Do you like. .. ?

4 Brainstorming

Work with a partner. Search in your mind every word you know that is related to the pres-
ent topic “Making Friends” .- Give yourselves 3 minutes and see how many words you can
think of about it.

¢ Model conversations

Task 1 Here are three model conversations. Please first listen to them and try to follow
the speakers, paying special attention to the expressions introduced above.

Conversation 1
Sam; Hello, my name is Sam Richardson.
Judy: Hi, glad to meet you. My name is Judy Wang.

Sam: Glad to meet you, too. Where are you from, Judy?

Unit 1 Making Friends
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Judy: I am originally from Taiwan. I live in Houston now.

Sam; My wife’s family name is Wang, too

Judy: That’s not too surprising. There are a lot of us Wangs.

Sam; I guess so. What do you do, Judy?

Judy: I'm a computer programmer. How about you?

Sam: I'm an elementary school teacher in Austin, Texas.

Judy: Is that woman your wife?

Sam: Yes, she is. Jane was born in Indonesia, but grew up in Florida. She has a bit
of a Southern accent.

Judy: She is very pretty.

Sam: Thank you. She used to be a model. Now she stays at home with our 3 young
children. They keep her very busy every day. I'd like to introduce you to Jane.

Judy: Sounds good. I'd like to meet her and find out how she handles the kids.

Conversation 2

Phillip: Hello.

Carol; Oh, hi there!

Phillip: My name is Phillip Liu and this is my wife, Karen.

Carol; Pleased to meet you. My name is Carol Green. Did you just move in next door?

Karen: Yes, we did. Have you'lived here long?

Carol: Me? I guess so. I've lived here for about 6 years. Have you lived in America
very long?

Phillip; No, not really. When we left China we lived with a cousin in Dallas for 2

years. Where do you work, Carol?

Carol; I teach mathematics at Willow Springs Commumty College. What do you do?

Phillip: I am a mechanic at Allied Diesel. I repair truck engmes

Carol; What about you, Karen?

Karen I am a nurse’s assistant at Whitfield County Hospnal _

Carol; Well, Phillip and Karen, it was good to meet you. I have to go now. Pm
teaching a class this evening and I need to get to the college. A

Phillip; It was good to meet you, too, Carol.

Karen: Yes, it was good to meet you.

Carol ; See you around!

Phillip and Karen: Good-bye, Carol!
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