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“A man may usually be known by the books he reads as well as by the com-
pany he keeps; for there is a companionship of books as well as of men; and one
should always live in the best company, whether they are of books or of men.

A good book may be among the best of friends. It is the same today that it
always was, and it will never change. It is the most patient and cheerful of com-
panions. It does not turn its back upon us in times of adversity or distress. It al-
ways receives us with the same kindness; amusing and instructing us in youth,
and comforting and consoling us in age. ”
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he won a prize of $500,000. So he felt very happy after work and felt the music
was so wonderful, that he took out 50 dollars and put in the hat. However, the
lottery ticket was also thrown in. The violinist was a student at an Arts College
and had planned to attend advanced studies in Vienna. He had booked the ticket
and would fly that morning. However when he was cleaning up he found the lot-
tery ticket. Thinking that the owner would return to look for it, he cancelled the
flight and came back to where he was given the lottery ticket,

Later someone asked the violinist: “At that time you were in needed to pay
the tuition fee and you had to play the violin in the subway station every day to
make the money. Then why didn’t you take the lottery ticket for yourself?”

The violinist said, “Although I don’t have much money, I live happily; but
if I lose honesty I won’t be happy forever. ”

Through our lives, we can gain a lot or lose so much. But being honest
should always be with us. If we bear ourselves in a deceptive and dishonest way,
we may succeed temporarily. However, from the long-term view, we will be a
loser. Such kind of people are just like the water on the mountain. It stands high
above the masses at the beginning, but gradually it comes down inch by inch and
loses the chance of going up.
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1 The Importance of Being Honest
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®Words and Expressions
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2 How | Made My Dreams Come True
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Public schools are supposed to remove barriers so people can succeed. For
some, the system does remove barriers and provide a solid base for achievement.
For others, the system replaces one set of barriers with another. For example,
creativity is killed by pressuring students to accept the status quo, by establishing
a fear to be different and a fear of failure. Independent thinking is replaced by de-
pendency. In some cases, pressure to excel in academics kills ethics, loyalty and
motivation, skills needed for success in the real world. People who have a vision,
that motivates them, can overcome all barriers with integrity intact,

My story begins in Summit, NJ, at the age of sixteen, where I am sitting in
a classroom staring out the window. Out of the first window I could see myself
exploring the jungles of South America searching for gold, I could see myself
drifting down the Amazon River on a raft, I could see monkeys swinging through
the trees, I could see myself as Tarzan swinging on a vine. Through the next
window, I could see the bow of my sailboat plowing through the towering waves,
heading toward the South Pacific. I could see myself on a white sand beach cha-
sing girls.

Then BANG! The teacher’s yardstick hitting my desk brought me back to
the real world where subjects did not relate to my interest and dreamers are relat-
ed to dummies. In a loud voice the teacher said, “You are a failure! If you don’t
pay attention you will continue to be a failure!”

When the bell rang, instead of going to the next class I walked out of school
never to return. 1 was tired of being called a failure. Right or wrong, I took
charge of my future. When I left school, I carried the single most important ele-
ment for success... A DREAM. During the next twenty years, every one of my
teenage dreams came true.

You may be asking, “How does one make their dreams come true?” There
are three elements:
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First—We must have a dream that motivates us. No one has ever achieved
anything without a dream attached to a burning desire.

Second—We must learn how-to-learn. In school, we learn how to memorize
or be taught. Learning how to learn frees our dependency on others for knowl-
edge.

Third—We must learn from failure and learn how to bounce back from fail-
ure. No one ever succeed without failure. In the classroom, failure is a no-no.

In my early teens, I read the book KonTiki. This is a story about six Nor-
wegians sailing a raft across the Pacific Ocean. Their adventure inspired my
dream of duplicating their raft voyage. As a teenager, with normal parents, a
dream like this was considered ridicules. Not only did friends and family not sup-
port my dream, they told me to get serious. But the Kon-Tiki dream turned me
on. I wanted to know more about the ocean world and how it could be chal-
lenged. I went to the public library looking for more books and found plenty.

During the next few years, I joined the seas scouts, read boating magazines
and nautical books, and went to boat shows. To help understand seamanship
techniques, I made model charts, buoys, and boats. With models, comprehen-
sion was easy. Unknowingly, I was learning the art of learning how-to-learn. . .
Self-education, .. A technique that would follow me the rest of my life, a tech-
nique that would bring me success and make my wildest dreams come true.

At the age of nineteen, during the Korean War, I was in the Marine Corps
and in Japan, On my first day of duty an officer told me, “You are a machinist
and will be in charge of the machine shop. ” As he gave me the shop keys, he
pointed to a trailer. In the Marine Corps, everything is on wheels. When I
opened the doors, I had my first look ever at a machine shop. In the shop was one
short instruction manual titled “How to Run a Lathe. ” When a job came in, I fol-
lowed the manual’s instructions. I was surprised at my ability to complete as-
signed tasks. The Marine Corps experience launched my machinist career. It also
made me realize that learning how-to-learn is a powerful tool. For example, every
manmade object around us is the result of someone’s dream and failures. Consider
the light bulb. Thomas Edison believed something could burn white-hot and not
burn up. A wild unrealistic dream? Everyone knows everything burns up in a
short time. A thousand failures later, Thomas Edison burned a steel wire white

hot that never burned up. Continuous white heat creates light,
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Opportunity is attracted to people with a dream. They are the first to be
hired, first to be offered opportunity, and first to be promoted. Bigger the
dream, the faster doors open. People without a dream are last to be hired, last to
be promoted, and first to be laid-off in a force reduction. For non-dreamers,
doors remain closed. “WHY?” People with a dream act differently than non-
dreamers. Dreamers develop an attitude that radiates energy; they have a sense of
purpose and meaning to their lives. Radiant energy is an attitude that bosses like
and to which they offer opportunity. This is how the impossible becomes possi-
ble.

When 1 was discharged from the Marine Corps, I decided people were right,
my wild teenage dream was ridicules. Real people do not drift across oceans on
rafts. I am now an adult, I should think and act like one. The raft dream was
dead. For the next five years my life went nowhere, my ambition, hope, dreams
were gone. Something else was also gone... Opportunity that came fast during
my earlier years also dried up.

One day 1 dusted off the Kon-Tiki book. My dream jumped off the pages and
came to life. I said to myself, “I must find a way!” Two years later, 1 was in Ha-
waii and learned how the Polynesian people populated the Pacific Islands in dug-
out canoes 2,000 years ago. My dream was changed from a raft to a dugout ca-
noe. At this time, opportunity came back and fast.

I helped crew a 36 foot sailboat from Hawaii to California. This provided my
ocean sailing experience. Next, I was hired by the Panama Canal Company, Pan-
ama. Soon, my supervisor asked me to attend hard hat diver school at company
expense. With this skill, money was no longer a problem.

A short time later, I was living on a beach in Tahiti building a 40 foot Poly-
nesian double-hull boat named Liki Tiki. The hulls were built by Choco Indians in
the Darien Province of Panama and shipped to Tahiti. I built the boat according to
popular theory and information supplied by the Bishop Museum in Honolulu.
Three days at sea convinced me the double-hull theory was wrong. The two hulls
worked against each other and would soon breakup.

Back in Panama, 1 took the problem to the Indians in the Darien Jungle.
They said, “Outriggers is what works. ” I then succeed in sailing a 36 foot dugout
canoe with outriggers, named Liki Tiki too, from Panama, 5,000 miles, to Ha-
waii,
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Opportunity never stopped. For the Navy Undersea Center Hawaii 1 help de-
velop a two-man Plexiglas submarine. Moving back to the Panama Canal Zone, I
learned five computer languages and became supervisor of the computer depart-
ment. [ became Captain of the Canal Zone’s training schooner, Chief Aptakisic on
which we took a group of teenagers to New York. My wife and I spent five years
sailing the South Pacific Ocean in our own 50 foot sailboat, Hunky Dory, which 1
designed and self-built. Opportunity came my way because I was motivated and
did not let a wild teenage dream die.
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©Words and Expressions

pressure /'prefo(r) /n. FEF ;S E; WYL ULk
academic / 1eeko'demik/adj. 2R s EIT I s BUE 5 2 AR

integrity /in'tegrati/n. JR3L; IEH; 528584

chase /tleis/v. [1,T] (after) B ; ;88 B85

motivate /'mautiveit/v. ¥ B AT HA) BIBSHL; (7= 4 BBl s (E RS
bounce /bauns/v. (BREE) KB #A2; BELBKT; b

voyage /'voiidz/n. ¥ ; BiAT

manual /'meenjual/adj. F T ; FHFHRAER

steel /stizl/n. X
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attitude [ewtitjud/n. SE;EE; BEGEBEE

discharge /dis'tfaids/v. BB SIF B BAT (55 HEH (KRR %),
CAAE DB 5 224 (730

computer /kam'pjuta(r) /n. H-FIHEHL

supervisor /'sjuzpevaiza/n. B A EHF ;1S E

department /di'patment/n. (FTEL Mk . KRFZ R I

teenager /'timnerdza(r) /n. (T JLE B B FHAE

design /dr'zamn/n. BB ; BT EIAR
teenage /'timerz/adj. (1 JL)FHAER
3 Let Go Love
BRI VOB BN

There was once a lonely girl who longed so much for love. One day while she
was walking in the woods she found two starving songbirds. She took them home
and put them in a small cage. She cared them with love and the birds grew
strong. Every morning they greeted her with a wonderful song. The girl fell in-
great love with the birds.

One day the girl left the door to the cage open. The larger and stronger of
the two birds flew from the cage. The girl was so frightened that he would fly a-
way. As he flew close, she grasped him wildly. Her heart felt glad at her success
in capturing him. Suddenly she felt the bird go limp. She opened her hand and
stared in horror at the dead bird. Her desperate love had killed him.

She noticed the other bird moving back and forth on the edge of the cage.
She could feel his great need for freedom. He needed to soar into the clear, blue
sky. She lifted him from the cage and tossed him softly into the air. The bird cir-
cled once, twice, three times.

The girl watched delightedly at the bird’s enjoyment. Her heart was no lon-
ger concerned with her loss. She wanted the bird to be happy. Suddenly the bird
flew closer and landed softly on her shoulder. He sang the sweetest melody that
she had never heard.

The fastest way to lose love is to hold on it too tight, the best way to keep
love is to give it WINGS!
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