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4) Enjoy good health.
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5} Make progress in your studies.
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The Story of Duan Wu Festival
In ancient China, Qu Yuan was a patriotic minister of the
State of Chu. The State of Qin was very powerful at that
time and was planning to invade the State of Chu. Qu Yuan
advised the King of the State of Chu, but the King not only
ignored his advice, but also expelied him from the capital.
Qu Yw_nl‘was heartbroken. He came to the Mi Luo River
wai.ring Jfor the King to change his mind. Instead, he learned

that his country had been overtaken by the State of Qin. Qu

Yuan was so sad that he could not ear and sleep. On the
fifth day of the fifth lunar month, holding a big rock, he
committed suicide by jumping into the River. Hearing this
news, his countrymen quickly rowed the boat out to save
his life, but they did not even find his body. In order 10 save
hix corpse from being eaten by fish and shrimps, they put
rice into thick bambaoo tubey and then threw them into the
River. Later this evolved into a pyramid-shaped dumpling
made of sticky rice wrapped up in reeds. In order to
conunemorate Qu Yuan, the Duan Wu Festival is now held
on the fifth duy of the fifth funar month, Nowadays, people
eat pyramid-shaped dumplings, hold dragon-boat races and

pass on the story of Qu Yuan during the festival.
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Easter

For countries in Europe and North America, Easter iy a
very important holiday second only to Christmas. Easter
does not have a fixed date, it normally falls on a day between
March 22 to April 25,

faster is actualiy based on an ancient pagan celebration,
Later Easter became a holiday for Christians. Three duays
after Jesus Christ was crucified, he rose from the dead. In
arder to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
Christians celebrate the Easter holiday. Like Christmas,
Easter is losing its religious meaning. It has become
commercialized and mixed with non-Christian traditions like
Easter eggs, the Easter Bunny, Easter parades and other
EVENLS.

Children in particular love to celebrate Easter, and they
enjoy colouring or decorating Easter eggs. During Easter,
countriés in !I?:;e West have celebrations. On Easter Sunday
devoted Christians go to church and receive Holy

Connnunion.
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and luck in evervthing.

2) It is said that Vienng in Austria Is the capitel of music.
3} The regions south of the Yangrze River in China have
always heen lands of abundance since ancient times.

4) Before the exam. I hope that every student will revise
thoroughty.

5} After the aperation, he stayed at home resting for a month,
and rnow he has come back to work.

6) The population of Ching constitutes a fifth of the world's
papulation.

7} it is expected that he will definitely be accepted by Harvard
University.

8) Classmates shonld care for each other and help each other.

@) This parcel will reach its destination in a week.

10) Generally speaking, living in a city has many advantages,

but has disedvantages as well.
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The Custom of Marriage in China
Chinese people have many customs when they get muarried.
First of all, there must be a new bed in the newly- decorated
room, a pair of pillows and a piece of quilt with parterns of
dragons and phoenixes. A big red character, "double
happiness ", is posted on the door of the room. Some people
fike 1o stick ,ul’gdding couplets on the door as well. Patterns
of dragons and phoenixes, “double happiness” characters,

balloons, ribbons and other decorative ornaments can be

seen around the pluce where the wedding banquet is held.
The bride’s car is normally decorated with flowers and
ribbons.

Al the banquel, there are many activities, such as a mutual
toasting by bride and bridegroom by drinking from each
other’s cup. The bride and bridegroom toast all their
refatives and friends. The newly weds normally tell their
guests the story of how they fell in love.

According to Chinese custom, their guests congratylate them

by saving: "ever lasting love”, “loving couple”, etc.

AR T

1) felicitous marriage

2} imporra.nr event in one's fife

3) (a perfect mutch between) a talented man and a beautiful

WHTHAN

4} be well-matched in social status

5} be happily married and reach a ripe old age together

7} god who unites man and wortan in marriage

7 hold a wedding ceremony

8) drink ar a wedding feast

9} eat happy-sweets {uffered 1o guests at or after a wedding)

10} spend one’s honeymoon

11) look for a pariner in marriage

12} be in love

13} person having an affair with either the husband or they
wife

i) tover

15) (bride and groom) bow heaven and earth as part of the
traditional wedding ceremony

16} matchmaker

17} dowry

18) lady's wedding garment

19} invitation card for a wedding celebration

20) wedding couplets

21) packer of gift money given away to guests on happy
occasion

22) wedding ceremony

23) marchmaker

24) parent-in-law of one's child

25) be engaged

26) love {between man and woman)

27) bridal or nuptial chamber

28) divorce

20} hushaned or wife



30) sweetheart

31} be head over heels in love

32) spouse

33) love letter

34} home or family of a married woman's parents

35} husband’s family
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Taboo in Numbers
Some countries in Europe do not like the number 137, They
believe that this number is uniucky and will bring disaster.
At the Last Supper before Jesus was crucified, 12 of his
disciples joined Jesus, which made 13 people at the dinner
rable. That is why people try hard to avoid using the number
“13”. If people invite guests 1o dinner, 13 guests must not
sit at one table, and people .camwr order 13 dishes.- Some
buildings do not have the 13 " floor, and there is ro room
13 in hotels. If the 13 " day occurs on a Friday. that day
will be called “Black Friday”, and some people believe that
is a most unlucky day.
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1) Today's temperature is only 5 degrees. He is not wearing
an overcogt, How cold he must be!

2} Look at this lantern, how beautiful it is!

3) When Zhu Yingtai learned the news of Liang Shanbo’s
death, how heartbroken she felt!

4) Looking at him plaving the pians, how easy it seems!

5) How troublesome it is to make dumplings, so please do
rot make them today.

) Look, how cute this puppy is!

71 How timely this rain is!

8) How unfortunate it is that he had a traffic accident on his
first day of driving!

9) How disappointing she felt that her daughter could not
attend rheir wedding anniversary party!

10) Look at this little girl, she has big eyes and black hair.

How beautiful she is!
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Birthday Celebration
£
Celebrating a birthday is a time to congratulate someone

on his or her birthday. All nationalities throughont Chinu
have this custom. In some places people start 1o celebrate
their birthdays at the age of forty, but normally people begin
birthday celebrations at sixty, as this marks the beginning
of old age.

When a person celebrates his or her sixtieth birthday, friends
and relatives come to congratulate him. A birthday
celebration is no ordinary occasion. On the duy, people
eat special noodles called “longevity noodles”, which are
normally made very long, as “long” in Chinese means
“longevity”. It is believed that old people will live long
and have good luck when they cat “longevity noodles” on
their birthday. Besides the custom of eating “longevity
noodles”, friends and relatives give presents, which carry
the Chinese character “longeviry”. The presents include
longevity eggs, longevity candies, longevity cakes, etc. When
you give someone a birthday present, you should always

avoid giving something in fours, us the word “four” sounds




very close to the word “die”. Chinese people do not like it.
Also, you should nor give someone a clock as a present,
because the word “clock"” is a homophone of the word
“end”. “Give a clock” sounds like the phrase which means

“to arrange a burial for a deceased person™.
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1) This couple loves each other. How happy they are!

n
-

2) She has always wanted to marry a man who is both talented
and good-looking, but she has not yet found one.

3) Every Chinese New Year, he receives at least 1,000 dollars
of gift money.

4) On my eighteenth birthday, my mother told me that I was
her adopred daughter, and I was totally shocked.

5} My dad and mum will organize an “adult party” for me
on my twenty-first birthday.

6) That countdown party was a very festive occasion.

7) Due to my busy work, I regret that I missed my old school’s
100* anniversary.

8) Every Chinese New Year my whole family gathers together
and chats about ﬁome!y things.

9} | would like you to arrange the decorating of my house.

10) When I was shopping yesterday, it was so unfortunate

that my purse was stolen due to ny own carelessness.
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