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IN MEMORY OF

REGINALD FRANCIS LEWIS
December 7, 1942 — January 19, 1993

husband, lover, counselor, friend, role model
and father to our children
Leslie Lourdes
and

Christina Savila
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AcKNOWLEDGMENTS-FIFTH EDITION

It has been several years since Nolo first published How to Get a Green Card. My co-author Len T.
Madlansacay and I continue to derive a lot of satisfaction when lawyers and non-lawyers say they
have been helped by this book.

In fact, my eldest daughter Leslie recently went into a large bookstore to inquire what would
be the best book for a person wishing to immigrate to the United States, and she was given this
book!

I am grateful to Nolo and its editors, Barbara Kate Repa, Spencer Sherman and Ilona Bray, be-
cause every year since 1993, they’ve helped ensure that this easy-to-read guidebook to U.S. immi-
gration is fully updated and revised.

Deo Gracias.

Loida Nicolas Lewis

AcKkNOWLEDGMENTS-FIRST EDITION

After Bookmark Publishing Inc. published my book 101 Legal Ways to Stay in the USA in 1992, 1
received a phone call from a publisher who wanted to buy the copyright.

It was Ralph “Jake” Warner of Nolo, whom I had previously written to with hopes of their
publishing and distributing 101 Legal Ways, a layman’s comprehensive guide on how to obtain a
green card. Needless to say, we signed the contract without much ado, with the understanding
that the book would be updated and retitled How to Get a Green Card.

But circumstances beyond my control intervened, so that without the help of family and
friends, How to Get a Green Card would not have been finished.

My co-author, Len T. Madlansacay of ManAsia, Inc., with his research techniques, sample
immigration forms and practical experience with the INS bureaucracy, was invaluable in com-
pleting this revised edition.

My editor, Barbara Kate Repa, had the sharp mind and crisp writing skills to cut through the
thicket of my legalese and give this book its clear and understandable format.

Alex L. Esteban provided up-to-date primary source materials in various immigration and
labor certification applications. His contribution deserves high commendation, and is greatly
appreciated.

My husband’s mother, Carolyn E. Fugett, for her humane direction of the household staff
(Dalma, Lucien, Estela, Margie, Olivia and Rena); his aunt, Beverly A. Cooper, for her comforting
presence; his brothers, Jean S. Fugett for his able leadership of the business, Anthony S. Fugett for
his deft management of the financial, and Joseph M. Fugett for his efficient administration of the

personal; my sister Imelda M. Nicolas’s wise counsel; all enabled me to spend time revising this
book.



My husband’s support staff, Deidra Wilson, Faye Jenkins, Norma Willis and Bimal Amin, and
his professional staff, Rene “Butch” Meily, David Guarino, Kevin Wright, Alfred Fenster, Dennis
Jones, Brenda Harper-Vandamme and Carl Brody, by following their “brief,” helped me to revise
according to my “brief.”

My prayer warriors have sustained me with their intercessions: The Nicolas Family, Francis
and Ching, Jay and Edith, Danny and Lilia; my school chums, Angie Cruz, Suzzette
Bagaybagayan-Rutherford, Violy Calvo-Drilon, Davidica Endriga-Salaya; The Renew Group,
Susan Farrarons, Carol Marechal, Nora Brady, Sally Brouard, Julia Jamison, Daniel Boys, Tina
Enke, Rosel Kraebber, and many more relatives and friends who continue to pray for me.

My daughters, Leslie and Christina, with their innate grace, compassionate hearts and mature
judgments, are my joy and consolation.

Most of all, recalling his admonition, “Keep going, no matter what,” my dearest darling RFL
remains my inspiration and my one true love.

Loida Nicolas Lewis
Feast of St. Joseph
19 March 1993
Paris, France
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