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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

All kinds of ‘dictionaries, whether they are comprehensive, specific, monolingual
or multilingual, are available in quality and quantity both at home and abroad. It is
no doubt that they have given readers a great help. Yet readers feel that most dic-
tionaries include common terms cr words repeatedly, while specialized terms and unu-
sual names for the same kinds of products are not given in detail, This is a diffi-
cult problem which urgently needs a solution. Now sccial production is in an era of
rapid change, and new technologies with their products are continually emerging. At
first sight a special tool, improved component, or a specific or similar product is
difficult for ordinary pecple to denominate in their mother language, let alone in a
foreign language. Such difficulties cause the pecple who are engaged in foreign trade
and scientific and technological exchange to scratch their heads. Therefore, after
delection of common words and tcrms found in ordinary dictionaries, we have com-
piled this extensive reference book of terms for foreign trade and names of goods
which are used in practice but which have not been included in most dictionaries.

Besides providing a reference for pecple who are engaged in foreign trade, scien-
tific research, production and foreign affairs, the dictionary also offers assistance to
readers both at home and abroad. To make the terms more concise, we have included
Pinyin, word by word, in every term, as well as an English index at the back of
the bcok. The boock covers about 80,000 terms, divided into three parts: fcreign trade
(including foreign trade, banking, transportation, customs, insurance, accounting and
finance); science-technology (including mechanical and electrical equipment, gau-
ges and instruments, hardware, minerals, petroleum and chemical products, building
materials, tools, and Chinese-western medicines); and miscellaneous (including textiles
and clothing, daily-use articles, canned food, and native and animal products). In
the abovementioned items, we have emphasized the importance of the introduction of
equipment, products, tools and meterials. The ordinary technical terms are put aside.

We present this book to readers who are engaged in the fields of foreign trade,
science and technology, foreign affairs, teaching and study. We express our heartfelt
- thanks to friends who have provided us with data, checked the text and compiled the

English index.

China Popular Science Press
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