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XIANJU
A PLACE WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN THE
ABODE OF CELESTIAL BEINGS
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Compiled by the Information Office of the People’s Government of Xianju County,Zhejiang
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The Guacang Mountain stands lofty and the Yongan
River runs swiftly. Seven thousand years of history and modern
civilization combine to give the world a noticeable name
Xianju. Xianju county was first established in 347 A.D. in
Eastern Jin Dynasty.It was originally named “Le’an™. Then in
1007 A. D. in Northern Song Dynasty, Emperor Zhengzong
visited it and remarked, “The mountains here are more scenic
than the surrounding ones and there are nice cave dwellings.
many of which may be abodes of celestial beings™. So he ordered
the county to be renamed “Xianju™.

Xianju is a remarkable place that produces outstanding
people. There has been a galaxy of talent.The stone culture
which can trace back to as early as 17th century B.C..the
marvellous written language ketouwen. the largest carved
character “ffi>  on the cliff in the world--all these are the
manifestation of the brilliant ancient civilization of Xianju. The
inhabitants here nurtured by the wonderful mountains and

streams have all along been industrious and intelligent. A number

of outstanding ancients did great deeds.Just name a few of them:
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Xiangsi of Tang Dynasty was famous for his poetry in the capital: Chen Renyu of Song
Dynasty was the first man devoted to the research of edible fungus: Ke Jiusi of Yuan
Dynasty was excellent in poetry, calligraphy and painting:Chang Quan of modern times
invented the technology of tanning. Their performances always shine brightly in the gallery
of history like stars in the sky.

Xianju is picturesque in landscape.the county is to be designated a national park. The
unique peaks & bizarre caves,deep valleys & clear streams. green woods & verdant
bamboos all combine to tell wonderful legends and touching stories.If you come to Xianju,
you are walking into a picture scroll, you'll feel intoxicated.even forgetting to return to
where you are from. No wonder that Chu Xi of Southern Song Dynasty visited Xianju
twice and exclaimed: “It is all fascination here!”

Xianju is rich in resources.Products abound and people live in plenty.It is a world
of greenness with so many ancient trees: It is a land of fruit, a treasure house of specialities
from the mountain. They invite you to come here for a visit or a taste.

Xianju goes forward by leaps and bounds in the present period of reform and
opening up to the outside world. As a “kingdom of arts & crafts™, it is well-known to the
world; Its small hydropower stations attract the attention of the country; Its chemical
pharmaceutics sell well at home and abroad; The production of machine rubber-plastics
takes the lead in the special field. The infrastructure facilities are being improved steadily:
Various social undertakings have gone through an all-round development: The investment
environment is turning from good to better. “Our prospect is boundless as the sea and the
sky™. Xianju is a haven inviting more investment and higher development.

Xianju has a glorious past.

Xianju is taking big strides forward and marching into the 21th century. as a fairly

developed city, as well as a tourism resort in South-east Zhejiang.
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Xianju boasts a long history. Xianju is a remarkable place producing outstanding
people. Seven thousand years or even ninety million years of history reflects a part of
the brilliant ancient civilization of mankind. From Kedouwen (a mystery for thousands
of years) to the stone implements excavated at Xiatang, from the old structures
exquisitely designed and built in rich implication to the elegant unique embroidered
floral lanterns without a framework, we can see old civilization is now shining with
rich colours and brilliance. Xianju is a
place where people of talent come forth
in every dynasty. People are always
proud of these outstanding ancients such

as Xiangsi in Tang Dynasty. Chen Renyu

in Song Dynasty and Ke Jiusi in Yuan filiFa -0 9000 J AR s Ak
Fossils of dinosaurs living 90 million years ago
Dynasty etc. recently unearthed in Hengxi Town of  Xianju

County
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Stone implements of Neolithic Age,or 7000
S000B.C.. excavated at Xiatang Among

them.the shaft and disc of the stone mill are

among the carliest tools for processing rice.
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Nanfeng Pagoda stands on the top of Nanfeng

Hill in the southern outskirts of the town. first
built in Northern Song Dynasty (about 1033
A.D). A new pagodn imitating it was built a
few years ago in the Cultural and Customary
Villages in Shenzhen, which is the highest
building in the surrounding ,Chinese Leader
Deng Xiaoping ever had a photo taken under

the pagoda with great interest
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An Ancient Street at Potan
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Stone Lamppost. It was built in Ming Dynasty
(about 1548 A. D. ) and is among the carliest
- lampposts still existing in the world.
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A Picture of Bamboos in Ink By

ke Jiusi--A famous painter in Yuan Dynasty,

which is now kept in Beijing Palace Musetm.
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Tadopole Chff (Chiff of Kedouwen)--A Mystery

for Thousands of Years.
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The map of a canal carved on the stone in Ming

Dynasty --The first map of canal in the world

BRI B . EEE
11.22K, & H aiit s sy mifl
e K EEREAT 2]

The giant Chinese character  “f#” (Buddha)
carved on the cliff on the mountainside is 11.2m
both in height and breadth. Maybe it is the
largest character of the kind all over the world

at present
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Floral lanterns in Xianju,
dates as carly as Tang Dynasty,
Without a framework this Kind
of lantern is made of pieces
paper stuck together wi
Kinds of embroidere
patterns. Designed in

manner, and made

craftsmanship, the Iantemi

look exquisite, elegant and

attractive. They won a gold

medal in“the “96 Fair of

Chinese Folk Arts™ in October
21996, and again in “the “96
Macao 4th International Art

Festival“held in December.
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‘The Embroidered Floral Lanterns Without a Framework.
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With green mountains and clear streams. Xianju
is fascinating in its scenery. There are charming peaks
and bizarre caves.ancient trees and verdant bamboos.
Xianju is very rich in tourist resources. It is said that
Xianju is famous for its “eight scenes.sixteen caves
and twenty-seven cliffs”. Roughly divided.there are
five scenic arcas in different parts of the
county.covering |88 square km and embracing 104
scenic spots. Generally speaking the scenery is a
combination of peaks. waterfalls.streams......
characterized by strangeness, perilousness,cleanness
and quietness. Pan Lei, a court compiler and member
of imperial Academy of Qing Dynasty spoke highly
of the place,saying that"The Tiantai Mountains are
famous for quietness and picturesqueness while the
Yandang Mountains for breath-taking peaks and

water falls. And yet Xianju has both peculiarities.™




