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O Lord, I am Thy servant; I am Thy servant and the son of Thy
handmaid. Thou hast broken my bonds. I will sacrifice to Thee the
sacrifice of praise. © Let my heart and my tongue' praise Thee, and les
all my bones say, O Lord, who is like to Thee?® Let them say and do
Thou answer me and say to my soul: I am Thy salvation. ® Who am I
and what kind of man am I? What evil has there not been in my
deeds, or if not in my deeds, in my words, or if not in my words,
then in my will? But You, Lord, are good and merciful, and Your
right hand had regard to the profundity of my death and drew out the
abyss of corruption that was in the bottom of my heart. By Your gift I
had Come totally not to will what I willed but to will what You willed.
But where in all that long time was my free will, and from what deep
sunken hiding-place was it suddenly summoned forth in the moment in
which I bowed my neck to Your easy yoke and my shoulders to Your
light burden, Christ Jesus, my Helper and my Redeemer? How lovely
I suddenly found it to be free from the loveliness of those vanities, so
that now it was a joy to renounce what I had been so afraid to lose.
For You cast them out of me, O true and supreme Loveliness, You
cast them out of me and took their place in me, You who are sweeter
than all pleasure, yet not to flesh and blood; brighter than all light,
yet deeper within than any secret; loftier than all honour, but not to
those who are lofty to themseles. Now my mind was free from the
cares that had gnawed it, from aspiring and getting and weltering in
filth and rubbing the scab of lust. And I talked with You as friends
talk, my glory and my riches and my salvation, my Lord God.
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