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Preface

The Qinghai —Tibetan Plateau is often referred to as the
‘backbone of the world’ or the ‘water tower of Asia’. However, a
variety of factors have caused its vegetation to exhibit signs of se-
vere degradation over the last several decades. These changes have
profound implications for ecological security in China and globally,
and so have attracted considerable international concern. Signifi-
cant scholarly research has been conducted and published on the
causes of vegetation degradation on the plateau, with discourse on
climate change and over—grazing by livestock predominating.

This book by Cao Jianjun runs counter to the mainstream
perspective currently driving such research by exploring the role of
grassland management and use in the degradation of grassland on
the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau. The author provides a research case
study based on long—term residence, observation, and experimen-
tation in project sites in the representative plateau environment of
Maqu County. He concludes that climate change is only amplifying
the process of grassland degradation in Maqu County. Over—graz-
ing of rangeland in Maqu is actually a consequence of inappropri-
ate grassland management and use and takes the form of seasonal

over—grazing and damage through disjunction, rather than simple
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numeric excess. Fundamentally overcoming grassland degradation
in Maqu requires a triangular model of inter —area participatory
management, establishment of payment for environmental services,
and community participatory, and group household, management
based on groups of 8—15 households. This innovative finding has
provided a scientific and theoretical basis for grassland protection
and management on the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau that should have
good prospects for wide and practical application.

Cao Jianjun has undertaken ecological economic research for
many years and has the capacity to undertake interdisciplinary
analysis. He has used economics, sociology and ecology to com-
prehensively evaluate the comparative effectiveness of different
modes of grassland management and use. This is a pioneering ef-
fort within China, particularly in terms of evaluating the compara-
tive ecological advantages of management by household groups
rather than individual households.

This book contains new concepts, rigorous thinking, detailed
information and strong arguments that display the inter —disci-
plinary advantages of ecological economics and bring a totally
fresh perspective to the analysis of grassland degradation and re-
covery on the Qinghai—Tibetan Plateau. This book can be a useful
reference resource or teaching aid for scholars. 1 hope it will at-

tract the serious attention of fellow researchers and practitioners.

Wang Gang
25th September, 2009
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