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AUTHOR'S NOTE

After spending six years in the middle
school and two years in college studying
English, a Chinese student is still unable to
carry on a conversation with a foreigner. Why?
One of the main reasons is because what is
being taught here in school is impractical. The
foreigners unconsciously use a lot of idomatic
phrases, colloquial and slang expressions with
which the students are unfamiliar. Since they
are a part of the English vocabulary, they are
being used every day by native speakers. In
order to communicate successfully, the Chinese
simply have to learn these seemingly strange
phrases. "Have You Heard This One?" is written
particularly with this in mind in addition to
providing laughs for the readers.

The author is not foolish enough to claim
that the lingo in this book is the only English
you should know. Far from it, but I do maintain
that it is indispensible if you intend to make a
living out of the English language which for all
practical purposes is the lingua franca in today's
world.

I am not pulling your leg. You will be
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convinced if you take a glance of these statistics.
Twelve countries use English as their first
language and thirty-three as their second. In
fifty-six countries, English is a compulsory
course in schools. Seven hundred fifty million
citizens of the world or one out of every seven
speaks the language to some extent. The amazing
figures tell you, loud and clear, “If you wish to
do any business with the world community, learn
English. If you wish to communicate with others
in any capacity, learn English. The better you
speak the language, the more successful you will
become.”

Let me give you a concrete example. Dora
Su, the owner of D. Frederick, who speaks
impeccable English has become a great success
in her own enterprise. Her customers speak
English with her exclusively. She can trade
kneeslappers and match wits with them without
a hitch. They admire her ability and adore her
charming personality. You know what? After a
hearty laugh, contracts are signed and business
deals clinched.

Do you wish to be like this competent
young lady? You'd better get on the ball and
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learn the English language, idiomatic phrases,
colloquial expressions and slangs. Last but
not least, a word of appreciation is in order to
Lucy Chen, the talented young lady for drawing
cartoons for this book.

TER BB

PESEARFEERT 6FMERX, T
RFEBEXZ2T 2 F, BRI EMIMNE AR
W, RAMEAE? REERFRAFRENAAN
KA. MEAFEBARBEAIE AEFEE, Z
FRARAFI I, TE'E Jtlcl LIS
BREBNMEREXFLHN—ES, ETUE
ELi@E@%I,ﬁ%EAﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁo BT 55NE
NI, P E A NI S — L FRERR
FEAME (ZOR)ERTALMEN—
KA, WM, BB PR ILE LRI K
o

LR EBBEINRERXABARERS




?

& &K X & £ H#

BEEIMNE—BFHNEX, B2, FELXYE
F, MRARE T BT XA TR A FEAH
F, FFX LR AIER BN BERN,

HIFAREH IR, SRBELTIIXL
ST B aRETE, R LR
12 MERAZIESEE, 33 MERAZAE
TIEE 560 TMEZRZ FAFRABEREE
R EHB 725 FAAEREX, 5§ 723K
AAH 1/7, XERANBFREE ST
7 “RNFFHESERRALBE , IRBINFEF
H; RAIRFBERE S ATE VI8, Uk 20
FR; RXFFRL, RAIAY = th R
Ko"

W FATEEANLA) B RNEBRTIRE
—OEMARSC, A IItE Y 7 BCmE
A RE R T 51325, T L2 X R
AR ERAE B KFEFEY, 2R 8
Bo BEAMRMRMAYEE T, MR AR AN
o PRAEN? £—FOHNMRZE, N7




¢ G @ o=m [

ET VAR, ERFHEENL S o
RA BN NE—1F, A — T RETHIA
0o FARRGTBATES, i85 )X LR
EBELEE,
o, ERWRERE/ NEXNZ T Z 20
LI ARABE IS EHNRE,

&




& R X # # &

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Father John Lee, the author of “Have You
Heard This One?” needs very little introduction.
In recent years, he has written more than thirty
books. Just walk into any bookstore and very
likely you will see the shelves all filled with his
publications.

How does this priest know so many
hilarious kneeslappers? Being an offspring of
the "Yellow Emperor", he is endowed with a
sense of Chinese humor; and then he lived more
than thirty years in the United States and the
American humor was bound to rub off on him.
So, we may call him a two-fisted humorist since
he is thoroughly acquainted with the East as well
as the West.

Father Lee's stories are as diversified as
the many hats he wears. Besides being a zealous
clergyman and a popular preacher, he has been
a clinical psychologist, a TV and Radio news
analyst, a columnist, a working journalist and a
professor.

How can one man do so much? You Will
be more astonished when you hear that this
clergyman is legally blind. Due to retinitis
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pigmentosa, an incurable eye disease, he lost
his reading ability eight years ago. Today, he
listens to the “talking books”, namely records
and tapes sent to him by the U.S. Library of
Congress and Recording for the Blind. You see,
you can't keep a good man down. The spirit
of resiliency of this five and five little man
is simply amazing. “Life is too short,” he is
fond of saying, “I must make a good use of the
time alloted to me by the Almighty to help His
children here on earth. I have lost my vision, but
I still possess other faculties. Yes, I am disabled,
but there are millions who are worse off than
I. All of my faculties were given to me by my
heavenly Father and one day, He will want me to
report to Him how I have made use of them. He
will throw the book at me if I'd sit on my hand,
goldbricking.”

The world would be such a pleasant place
to live and play, if everyone thinks and works
like Father Lee.
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NOT SO DUMB FARMER
AREN'T YOU EMBARRASSED?
DOLLAR FOR COFFEE

OVER MODEST

GOING BANKRUPT
BALLET-DANCERS
ANCESTERS

WHAT'S YOUR OCCUPATION?
BEDBUGS

ROMANCE

DAD'S FUNERAL

SURPRISE PARTY

TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FICTION
DON'T YOU AGREE?

HOW TRUE!

HOW ABOUT THAT

DOCTOR'S HANDWRITING
WHAT IS SICKNESS GOOD FOR
TOOTH CARE

RINGING IN EARS
OPERATION NEEDED
MENTAL ILLNESS

QUACK

DOCTOR'S HOUR
OVERHEARD

SURE CURE

quack
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YOU CAN'T WIN

DOCTOR'S ADVICE
ANOTHER GOLF GAG
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BEAUTY PARLOR
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THIS IS A FOOTBALL

MY WIFE IS TIRED OF ME
JUST CALM DOWN
PLAYPEN
HYPOCHONDRIAC

HE WAS RIGHT FINALLY
TRY AND TRY AGAIN

TIRED

NERVOUS

DESPERATE
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