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In Praise of Yuanyang Terraces

Terrace fields stretching up on hill slopes,

Lakes nestling among rolling mountains,

The landscape looks like a painting in morning mist,
While sunset dyes the mountain peaks in red.

With a will the Hani people are working hard,

To build their homeland for generations,

With mists, songs, rainbows, and dances,

It resembles a fairyland known far and wide.

by Yanchun
March 15, 2014
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Administrative Map of Yunnan
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The Yuanyang Core Area of Honghe Hani Terraced Fields
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Colorful Rice Terraces

Rising up a slope in Honghe Hani and Yi Autonomous Prefecture of southeastern Yunnan
Province, Hani terraces are an outstanding relic of agricultural civilization, created by the Hani
along with various other ethnic groups through utilizing the locale’s special geography and climate.

They have been around for more than 1,300 years.

The vast terraced fields expand across counties of Honghe, Yuanyang, Luchun, and Jinping.
Of these counties, Yuanyang is home to the core of the terraces. Yuanyang boasts towering and
steep hills, thus in some places, as many as 3,000 terraces stretch from the mountain foot all the
way up to peaks over 2,000 meters above sea level. The entire Yuanyang site is comprised of three
arcas, namely Bada, Duoyishu, and Laohuzui, and has 82 villages. Against a backdrop of forests

and clouds, the terraced fields form a spectacular scene.
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