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Lesson Ome

TEXT Mother
PHONETICS Emphasis for Contrast
GRAMMAR Sentences of Unreal Condition

WORD STUDY choose, fill, carry, scatter, light

TEXT
MOTHER
Adapted from Maxim Gorky

Pavel was arrested. That day Mother did not light the stove.
Evening came and a cold wind was blowing. There was a knock
at the window. Then another. Mother was used to such lLnocks,
but this time she gave a little start of joy. Throwing a shawl over
her shoulders, she opened. the door.

: A man came in, his face hidden by an upturned coat collar and
a cap pulled low: over his brow. He took off his cap and held out
his hand.

“Hullo, Mother! Don’t you remember me?” he asked, like
an old friend.

“Yegor Ivanovich!” exclaimed Mother.

Yegor began explaining at once.

“I've brought you news from Pavel, Mother. He sends you
his love and says you mustn’t worry. He wants you to know that
‘anyone who chooses the path he has chosen is sure to have -periodic
'holidays in jail. And now I'll get down to business, Mother. Do
you know how many were arrested this morning?”.

“Why—was anyone—besides Pavel 2”



“He was the forty-ninth,” Yegor added quickly. “And here’s
the point. We mustn’t stop distributing leaflets at the factory. If
we do, the gendarmes will use it against Pavel and the comrades in
jail”

“What do you mean?” cried Mother in alarm.

“I answered Yegor.
darmcs use their heads. Pavel was free — there were papers and

2 gy

It’s simple enough, Sometimes even gen-
leaflets; Pavel is jailed — there are no mwore -papers or leaflets.
Therefore Pavel must have been the man. Isn’t that clear?”

Mother scemed to understand now. Then she said, “But what
can we ¢o about it?”

“They’ve arrcsted almost everybody,” Yegor went on.  “There’s
no cne to carry on the work. We’'ve got first-class leaflets, plenty
of them, but how to get them into the factory remains a problem

“Could anything be done?’ Mother was anxious to know. ‘

“Let’s Have a talle-with the pedlar. Pethaps she’ll take them i m

Mother dismisseéd the idea with a wave of her hand.

“QOh, no! 'She’s a gossip!” Theén she burst’ out w1th sudden
inspiration, “Give them to me! - Pl do it” Tl take dinners to sell
at the factory. TI’ll manage.”

“Wonderful, Mother! 'Simply wonderful!” said Yegor, holdmg

th her hands in his. v

So at'noon the next day Mother was at the factory gate, bending
under the weight of her food baskets. Two guards passed their hands
roughly over everyone who entered the yard The workmen cursed
them, adding, “You dewls cught to search our heads and not our
pockets.™” : 3
“You might let me through " said “ Mother. ° “Cén‘i‘ yOu see
my back is absut to beeak ander the load?> vaoLh

- Onee ‘inside “the’ factory ‘yard, Mothet set her baskets dow’n,
wiped the sweat off her face and looked round. " /" " 7
“Got any porridge?” a man hurried ovet 'to her and asked.



“I’ll bring some tomorrow,” she replied.

This was the password !

The workman’s face lit up. He squat-

ted down to peep into the basket and a packet of leaflets passed into

the breast of his jacket.
“Soup! Hot noodles!”

Mother cried. Every time a packet

left her hands, the hateful yellow face of the ofiicer who had taken
her son away flared up in her mind.
The next day she came to the gates of the factory without any

papers on her.

The guards stopped her and searched her thorough-
ly. Inside, she saw that everybody was excited.
that the leaflets had appeared again.

It had got round
The men pathered in groups,

then scattered, running from one shop to anether. The bosses looked
worried, and the police had grey, exasperated faces.

She carried the leaflets regularly to the factory, looking upon
this as her duty. She felt she was doing something importact for

the people, for the new life.

and pleasant revelation.

She had never felt that anyone nceded
her, but now she saw that many people did.

And this was a ncw

WORD LIST

stove n. (EEWBERAZ) X @
closed fire-place for heating or
cooking)

start 7. gk (a suddema move-
ment)

shawl [fo:l] ». $%8 (2 square
cloth worn by women as a
covering for the head and
shoulders) -

upturn v.r. 4 1%

brow [brau] n. 71if#i (part of
the face above the eyes, fores-
head)

choose v.2. (chose, chosen) %FE

path [pa:0] n. EF

periodic ['piociodik] adj. R
Iy (happening at regular in-
tervals)

jail [dzeil] n. Y55k (prison)

distribate [dis'tribju:t] v.r. &R

leafiet n. {3

gendarme ['naindaim] 2 FERK (@
soldier who has the duties of
a policeman)

alarm n. {5

first-class a. L4487



problem ['problom] n. (EZHRY
B IR

pedlar 7. BYs2/NiR (a person who .

travels about sclling things
which he carries in a pack or
a basket)

dismiss v.2. T8, FFIR

gossip n. FULRIGAIN; KEA

inspiration n. R &

simply - adv. k¥ HEH (very;
completely) .

weight [weit] 7 E it

roughly ['rafli] adv. $13THb

curse v.t. 515

cught [o:t] v. aux. Rii%

devil ['devl] n. BEW; EA

Tood 1. fd0

wipe vt #(Fi)

sweat [swet] 2. ¥k

perridgs n. 3, iR

password ». FEiE;, 04

peep v.i. Eiil; iy F (look through
a small opening)

light v.i. (lit, lit) (up) QLAL)
Pk (become cheerful)

packet n. f3; 3
Syn. parcel, bundle

breast [brest] n. (JLAL) ARG
iofa A

jacket n. &4 (a short coat)

noedle n. (HF RS HE S

flare v.i. (up) [AME; RE

thoroughly ['Oarcli] HIiEHy; EM
i

scatter v.i. [k (go off in dif-
ferent directions)

boss n. (kb)) Tk

regularly ['reqjuldli] adv. 2% Hh

revelation n. 2R
reveal n

IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS

to be used to ZJEF

toget down to business FFIAM
(B)ELFE

to use something against some-
body FftdE LN

to burst out 3 H

a packet of —f; —if
It has got round that ... (FZf)
BHIETFT

to look upon ... as ... }\Jo; 18
e 2 (regard as)

PROPER NAMES

Maxim Gorky ['mxksim'gorki]
Pavel ['pd:vel]

Yegor Ivanovich [je'gor ifv-

novitf]

NOTES TO THE TEXT

About the Author: Maxim Gorky (1868—1936), Russian proletarian



([,prouli'tsarion] FL=Fr 4% ffy) writer and friend of Lenin, hardly needs
any introduction. His novel “Mother” (published 1907) describes Rus-
sian life on the eve of the 1905 Revolution. Its main characters are
Pavel Vlasov, a revolutionary, and his mother, a workman’s wife. The
present excerpt will give the reader some idea of their devotion (f&if)
to the revolutionary cause.

1.

7.

She was wused to such knocks,
The students should distinguish between (X HI) to be used to
(+ noun) (= MHIELWDLIUAT, AREIMET), and used 1o do a
certain thing (=3k 3% xR, IBLET X T).
A man came in, kis face hidden by an upturred ceat collar, etc.
His face Fkidden by an upturned coat collar, etc. is known
grammatically as a nominative absolute (Jhisr3:+%45#9).
Cf. People came running round the corner, a policeman at
their head.
Club in hand, he rushed after that man.
Study also the following examples:
His work done, ke went out for a stroll.
He lay on his back, kis hands belind his head.
Anyone who chooses the path he has chosen: anyonc who (akcs‘
the path of revolution as he has.
Periodic holidays in jail: .
A true revolutionary is always optimistic (GR¥LE), and
thinks nothing of (ARLLhE) his prison terms (JIzJf#). Therefore
to be put in prison from time to time is to him just like having
a holiday.
“What do you mean?” cried Mother:
Apparently (g sR#b) Mother was unable to follow Yegor’s
reasoning (#:¥1). In the next paragraph Yegor was to explain
his point.

. Sometimes even gendarmes use their heads:

Note the irony (['aioroni] JA#]) in this.

Cf. “You devils ought to search our heads and not our
pockets.”
How te get them jinto the factory remains a problem. = This

5



was and still is a problem.
"Remain here does the work of a linking verb:

8. You micht let me throvgh. = You really ought to let me through.

Might here implies (FE%E) a note of reproach (FFHIT

). B’
You might at Ieast offer to help. (You haven’t' offcred to
help.)
Yow reight work a little faster. (You’ve beem working rather
slowly.)

. I have brouglt you mews frem Payeh

Vil fake dinners to sell at the factory.
She earried the leofets regularly fo the factory.
Bring, take-and carry: are not symanyms, though they may

-gll be translated as “&” or “¥”. To bring a thing B to carry it

to or towards the place where one is; fo take a thing is to carry
it eway fromn where one is. To carry a tling ¥eams to move it
from onz place to ancther, but does not imply any definite
dircction. Study the following:

Biizg that boek to me, please.

Tuke the bock away, please.

Ships and railways carry goods.

WORD STUDY
' CHOOSE

choose .t

1. %F: (pick ocut; select):

You have chosen a very interesting topic for your paper:
JQut of five kundred students, five were chosen  to represent the
college.

I’ll choose you a good grammar book.

- Vs INATESY (prefer; think proper):

I choose to stay \&'h:-jra,-l am.
¥Yeou can do, what yoq;,‘c_l;\ggse.

FILL

il v.r-& .0



1. Fadils 3
To fill a hole with sand, watcr, cte.'
he news filled her heart with“hepe,-
Yz was filled with anger when he heard it.
2. £1 in S,
I was acked to fill in a form (3% u)
lease fil in your name and age in the bracKets.

CARRY

ne 1
i

take up something and move it from one place
|2

A porter (: 13T A) carried a suitcase on his shoulders.

RGNS B

A4

A woman carried a child in her arms.
A student camried, a hugs dictiopary under his arm.
A messenger C'Ll‘r.\,d the news to the vuhge.
Flies carry germs (#iEY).
2. carry on 5% (continuc; keep going):
He carried on 'the fask left by his comrades.
In spite of the many difficulties, he camried on the ‘work to a
-victorious end.
3. earry out $H4T; B fT (do a thing or get it done; fulfil):
to carry out a task, an, order, a plan, a policy, a promise, a
threat, somebody’s advice, etc.

SCATTER
seatier v.Z.
1. ﬁ,,?’ﬁ,ﬁ (throw here and thére):
. Yhe wind scattered the lcaves.
2. mi#y (separate and drive in different d1rectxons)
The police tm;d in vain to scatter the anary crowds who had
gathered before the embassy.
scatter v.t. P98 (g0 in several c.rect;lons)‘
he birds scattered at the firing of the gun,

LIGHT
Light v.2.



1. mi (fll with light):
The stage was brightly lit.
moonlit streets; a lamp-lit city.
2. BUT); H(Ck) (give fire to):
to light a fire, a lamp, a cigarette, a stove, etc.
3. gL (make bright or checrful):
The good news lit up her face.
light v.i. ZiEsk; gt (become light or cheerful):
The sky lighted up at sunrise.
Her face lit up when she heard the news.

PHONETICS EXERCISES

1. M &%k (Emphasis for Contrast).

RINMEIERNIE, RTXALRDTEERIABRFEN— LA Z
5h, B BRI L TE R A FRE N,

Bildm, T R — AR ER, S —FE B R, X
FBERENBFREINE, MBXMNAERARERRMN, BEAHEE Bk
RERN, BREER, EHE—-/MARINERHIET, 9FEILG
AHEEERNRE, BRLERZEY, XHEE, KA “YRA

$iltn “I never said that.” —4g, LW —AEHNIREE [ai 'nevs
'sed 'Smt]; {HipRR “I” IICARRRISRIE (EREEW] It was somebody
else who said it), WIRZA )R [''ai nevo sed 'Sxt]. WifmiE#t “that”
IEA%E G528 (BPiE®] I may have said other things), MIRZZxRR
[ai 'nevs sed ''Set].

2. Read each of the following sentences in two ways: a) normal, b)
with stress:
15' a) 'Sometimes 'even 'gendarmes 'use their 'heads.
b) 'Sometimes even ''gendarmes use their 'heads.
2) a) 'Therefore 'Pavel must have 'bgen the 'man.
b) Therefore ''"Pavel must have 'been the 'man.
3) a) 'Give it to me. I'll 'do it.
b) 'Give it to ""me. "'I'll do it.



4) a) 'You 'devils ought to 'search our 'heads, and 'not our
'pockets.
b) 'You  'devils ought to search our ''heads, and 'not our
Y"pockets. '
5) a) You might 'let me 'through.
b) You might let '""me through.
3. Practise and memorize the following:
fi 'keri(d) Bo 'liflits 'regjuloli to ¥o ‘fa(k)tri, / 'lukiy opon
Bis_zz_(h)e ‘dju:ti. // fi 'fel(t) [i woz 'du:ip som@ip im'po:tn(t)
fo % ‘pizpl, / fo Yo 'mju: ‘laif. // fi_(h)od 'meva fel(t)
8ot 'eniwan ‘ni:did_(h)s, / bot 'mau [i 'so: Yot 'meni pi:pl ‘did.
// ®n(d) 'Sis woz_o 'nju: on(d) 'pleznt revo‘leifon. //

B Y S O T P YLV T
g PROVERBEBS (@i
g Good to begin well, better to end well. * g
g_ The first step is as good as half over. e
? The beginnings of all things are small. §

b
%

N B B BB B B B B S B B B B BB SU UGN SN SN GNTN

GRAMMAR EXERCISES

1. Word-building. :
Period-Periodic. Note that with the addition of -ic, . the
stress i3 shifted (#3)) to the syllable immediately preceding
(££---211) the suffix. Thus: 'period — peri'odic.
Read the following aloud: :

hero — heroic history — historic
economy — economic atom — atomic

patriot — patriotic democracy — democratic
Milton — Miltonic Byron — Byronic

2. Note the absence of the definite article in the phrase :in Jail.
Jail here denotes a state (= imprisonment [N#%) rather than the
actual place. Make a list of similar phrases, e.g. at home, in bed.

é



3.

10

Add a sentence to each of the following, using “must have been”

or “must have done”. E.g.
It couldn’t have bzen John that he saw. It must have becn

Harry.
You look tired. You must have stayed up late last right.

1) They started off quite carly this morning. (U IBE—EDS
FT.)

2) They look sun-burnt all over. (fifl—EERFERT—NFH22
SRR

3) Did it really take you a whole year to finish the book? (X7
P XKA.)

4) He knew a lot about medicine and had actually cured a peasant
boy who was seriously ill. (fiiidFs—mEMidE A

5) Where’s my dictionary? Let me see. (F—EIBTEEEBIE
BT

6) The comrades bhave just arrived. They look very tired. (fhffJ—
AT RKE )

7) The cocks were beginning to crow when I went to bed. (]

—EE2RKAELT)

EXERCISES TO THE TEXT

-

. Answer the following questions:

1) What do you know about the author of the story, and about
his “Mother”?

2) Why was Yegor’s coat collar turned up and his cap pulled low?

3) Why was it so important that the leaflets should not stop
appearing at the factory?

4) What do you think gave Mother the courage to face the
gendarmes?

5) How were the workmen to know that the pediar selling hot
noodles was a comrade of theirs?

6) What made the bosses look so worried?

Explain the followiizg:

1) A pedlar is a person who ...

2) A gendarme is a soldier who ...



