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PREFACE

- - Over the next decade Chmtsc -Military Theught is likely
to be of increasing ‘significancé. - Regrettably, few American
mxhtary men. seriously interested in the military art have paid.
attention to. the subject. In order. to encourage more systematic
study of the field, 1 urged General Wei Ju-lin and- Legislator
Liu Chung-p’ing to write this book. = Their efforts should
certainly: contribute to the cause of" Sino-American understanding.

" The result of many years of research, this history accents
the ‘military events-in considerable’ Cetail-of Chinese antiquity,
paying special tribute to ‘the - ‘Chinese philosophical precedents:
set during the 6th to the 3rd Centuries B.. C. Fully two-thirds
of the book (Parts I and I1)  deal with China before the middle .
of the nineteenth century. . Such an emphasis reflects the authors’
respect for the.Confucian admonition that we should lcarn the
'new by reviewing the old. '

Part III'is dedicated prmmpally to the military pohtlcal :
thought and strategy of Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-shek, in
whose ‘knowledge of war on ‘the China . Mainland the auth ors
find ‘precedents and lessons for today’s anti-communist campaigns.

Perhaps the most important contribution lies in -Part IV-a
systematic’ resume of Chinese military thought aiming at a,
Periodization of military history based on changes in weapens,
-mllltary system, mobility and military education. A discussion
of Chinese military intellectual traditions, such as the pol tical
component of strategy, the political role of the: mlhtary and the
indivisibility of regular andirregular warfare sugges's the origins .
-of contemporaneous pohtlcal military policies : and slogars. A
final collection of important military proverbs, though incomp-
lete, offers the reader a useful glossary of shorthand expressions

which Chinese mi'itary <leaders have used down the ages.

“The - Annex pomts out that Mao Tze-tung’s notion that
political power grows out of ths barrel of a gun reflects a .
realistic appraisal of a lonz. Chinese tradition. In this took,
the authors have distilled their mi'itary and academic experience
o illustrate that tradition and the fact that no reign or dynasty
.in China has teen free from ware or armed disturbances.

WILLIAM W. WHITSON
LtCol, ‘U. 5. Army
. Office of Military History
© July, 1967 |
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