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Preface

China is the distributive centre and original place of camellja plants
in the world,abounds extremely in resources of Camellia .gcrm plasm,and
possesses dozens of the endemic species which other countries have not
introduced,Camellia is famous one of traditional ornamental plants in
China,Number of Camellia varieties in the country has been as many as
hundreds by seleting and breeding in a long-term,The plants have dark-
green leaves at all seasons,vigorous and dense crowns and large flowers with
bright colours and beautifulness,and come competitively into blooms each
other especially in cold winters, so that they are deeply loved by most
of persons, It is very easy that Camelljas are cultivated and propagated,
They can be potted, made as beautiful bonsai or potted landscape,taken
to decorate balconies, and are {it to beautify the environments of cities
and towns. Tea belongs to Camellia is an ijmportant bevarage, tea oil is
a better one for both edjbility and human health,The plants of Camellja
can also absorbsome harmful glases for mankind,such as sulphur-dioxide,.
hydrosulphid, chlorine,fluorine,smoke,etc, in the atmosphere, thus pur-
Jfying the air, In addjtion,their flowers,leaves and roots can be used to
manufacture traditional chinese medicines,Therefore,the extensive expan-
sjon of Camelljas will make positive contributions to building up of nati-
onal economy and cultural development,

China has a long history of growing Camellias, and enjoys a high
prestige in the field of the horticulture in the whole world, The produ-
ctive situation of Camellja is getting better and better, which is one
vast scene of prosperity,in recent years: Camellja societies,assocjations
or institutes are being founded one after another in most parts of the
country; Camellja plant has been selected as a city flower in many citiesy
Tens of thousands of the plants have been put on marketsy New research
results on them are constantly emerging in large number, Under the con-
dition which we established our species plantation of Camellias in 1982,
we have made great efforts on the classifications, breedings and cultiva-
tions for the plants,and got in touch or cooperation with the specialists
at home and abroad, For the above reasons, we summarijze comprehensi-
vely the achievements and the advanced technologies and experiences
concerning Camellia in recent years, and have written the book, “THE
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CAMELLIAS IN CHINA” | The object of this book is to attempt vjtali-
zing chinese Camellia cause and strengthening international academic ex-
‘changes of Camellja among persons of the same occupatjon,

The book has pooled the wisdom of Camellia workers and is the cry-
stalljzation summing up the achievements of Camellja productjon and res_
earch,One hundred and thirty species of Camellias which or'iginate from
china are described, of them, includijng 57 with white flowers, 51
with red flowers and 22 with ycllow flowers in the book; Five hundreds
and twenty cultivars and h}brids of the plants are also presented, There
are 9 cha.pters, about 140 thousand of chinese words and more than 370
colour photos of the specjes, varieties, bonsais and flower arrangements
in the book From chapter 1 to 4,the meanings of Camelljas are discussed,
and the morphologica.l characters, bionomics, brief history of cultivation
and general growing situations of them in the world are intraduced,Chapter
5 and 6 expound firstly the classification and nomencalture of Camellia.
“arieties, then detail most of important ornamental varieties and hybrid
in the species of C,Japonica, C,Reticulata and C,Sasanqua respectivels
and emphasize finally the importance of collection,protection and utiliza-
ion to the germ plasm resources of Camellias and also put forward some
feasible methods, Eight kinds of methods for propagating the plants,
which are successful in practices,are summarized and carefully compared
Chapter 8 discusses regularities of genetic variation in the directed breed;-
ngs of Camellias,and points out the stresses and directions during the
course of selecting and breeding of the plants in future, The final chapter
i)resents culture and management technics for Camellias all-sidedly,and
deals with some problems about the improvement of flower quality,the
Soilless culture and the cutting flowers,

During writing this book,we depended heavily upon the held of Cam-
ellia specialists and workers in most provinces of china, we wish to
acknowledge, in particular, the assistance of Prof, Zhang Hong-Da, Sun
Yatsen University ,Kuangzhou,Prof,Feng Guo-Mei and Mr,.Zhu Xiang-Hong,
the Kunming Botanic Institute, Yuen Nan, We a;ﬁpreciate also the efforts
of all other research workers who gave us the related referece materials,

Owing to the limitation of the data that we kept and our prefessional
level, the appearance of mistakes in this book is hard to avoid, We are
happy to invite criticisms and valuable comments from the readers of the
book, .
Zhuang Rui—Lien Gao Ji—yin 1988,7,20
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