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THE HIGHLIGHTS OF CHINA HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION

Yunnan is a frontier, mountainous and multi —national inland province located in the south—west border area
of the country, covering an area of 364, 000 square kilometers. Before liberation, haunted by the semi—feudalist FO R EWOR D
and semi —colonist social system, communications in the province were in a very backward state, with 60 per cent
of the transport handled on the post roads and by human beings and horses. The saying “ The ringing of the bells
brings the caravans” is a realistic description of the backward communications and transport in Yunnan at that
time.

After liberation, due emphasis was laid on communications construction by the Party and the government. Es-
pecially after the 3rd plenary session of the 11th Party’s congress, under the leadership of the Provincial Party
committee and the provincial government, backed by the Ministry of Communications, the communications con-
struction and transport in Yunnan underwent a development stage centering in highway construction. During the 14
years of the reform, the province made an investment of 3. 45 billion yuan in the construction of communications in-
frastructure, 1.7 times over that of the past 30 years. There were unprecedented records in the length of the roads
rebuilt and in the speed and quality of the construction during the past 14 years. The Shiling— Anling highway and
the Kunming— Yuxi highway brought to an end the history when Yunnan didn’t have high—grade roads. By the end
of 1991, the road length in the province open to traffic totaled 60, 054 km., 22 times over the initial post—libera-
tion period, 5200 km. of which are graded roads, a jump of 109. 14 per cent, 11642 km. of which are high—grade
or sub—high—grade roads, representing an increase of 109.95 per cent. Its total road length ranks the second na-
tionwild, A road network centering in Kunming, radiating across the province with arterial lines and branch lines
and towns and the country connected with each other has taken its initial shape, which has greatly stimulated the
economy and social development in the province. The economic progress, the ever increasing process of opening
to the outside world, the swiftly swelling streams of people have made it possible for the road transport sector to
flourish rapidly. By 1992 motor vehicles for civil use in the province amounted to 192269 in the agregate and the
road passenger and freight transport volume made up 90 per cent of the total social transport volume. The whole
province is criss —crossed with 2891 passenger transport lines with a bus run volume of 9091.

Inspired by Comrade Deng Xiaoping’s speeches on his inspection tour to the South, we must upgrade the e-
conomy in Yunnan and open further to the outside world, which results in urgent needs to build and upgrade the
communications arterial roads to the borders, leading out of the province and to the sea. The call “Tighten your
belts for the construction of communications” embodies the determination of the people from different nationalities
in the province to “build big roads in order to become wealthy rapidly”. A new high tide to speed up the counstruc-
tion of arterial roads has been launched, whose aim is to complete the building and rebuilding of the 6 arterial
roads of the Kunming—Ruili road, the Kuming— Daluo road, the Kunming—Hekou road, the kunming — Shuifu —
Chengdu road, the Kunming—Luocunkou—Nanling road and the kunming— Qujing — Guiyang road so as to bring the
total length of the high grade roads in the province to 1300 km., which represents an increase of 4. 5 times over the
end of the 7th 5—year—plan period. The roads leading to the 3 hinterland cities of Yuxi, Qujing and Chuxiong from
Kunming will be built into high grade roads, part of which will be totally enclosed three dimensional semi—breadth
expressway. The aim for the 9th 5—year — plan period is to rebuild the remaining parts of the 6 arterial roads, so
that all the roads leading to the neighbouring countries and provinces will be high grade roads. In the meantime,
the reconstruction and construction of border roads, economic arterial roads and township and town roads will be
sped up, consequently, upgrading the communications in the province. Large lorry transport will be the goal for
the development of road freight transport, which will result in dramatic increase in the commodity transport out of
the province. Based on the average increase rate of the past 10 years, the number of vehicles for civil use in the
province will climb to 400000 by the end of this century.

The publication of the Yunnan fascicle of “Highlights of Road Transport in China” will definitely play a positive
role in helping the province to further open to the outside world, in developing commodity economy and in the pro-
motion of the rapid development in the minority nationality areas.

Communications Department of Yunnan Province
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ROAD TRANSPORT ADMINISTRATION OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

HIGHWAY BUREAU OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

NAVIGATION AFFAIRS OFFICE OF THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPART-
MENT OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

ROAD PLANNING RECONNO ITERING AND DESIGNING INSTITUTE OF
YUNNAN PROVINCE

ROAD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOLGY RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF
YUNNAN PROVINCE

COLLEGE FOR STAFF AND WORKERS OF THE HIGHWAY BUREAU
OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

COMMUNICATIONS TCCHNICAL SCHOOI OF YUNNAN PROVINCE
COMMUNICATIONS SCHOOL OF YUNNAN PROVINCE
COMMUNICATIONS CADRE SCHOOL OF YUNNAN PROVINCE
COMMUNICATIONS CENTRAL HOSPITAL OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

COMMUNICATIONS SANATORIUM OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

HEAVY —DUTY MOTOR TRANSPORT AND TRADING GENERAL COM-
PANY OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

ROAD MACHINERY REPAIR AND SPARE PARTS FACTORY OF YUN-
NAN PROVINCE

MOTOR REPAIR AND SPARE PARTS FACTORY OF YUNNAN
PROVINCE

BITUMEN SUPPLY STATION OF YUNNAN HIGHWAY BUREAU

BUS WORKS OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

COMMUNICATIONS COMMODITIES GENERAL COMPANY OF YUNNAN
PROVINCE

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF KUNMING CITY
HIGH GRADE ROAD ADMINISTRATION OF YUNNAN PROVINCE

KUNMING DACHANG MOTOR SERVICE COMPANY LIMITED
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF YUXI REGION

LOCAL ROAD ADMINISTRATION OF QUJING REGION

MOTOR TRANSPORT AND TRADING GENERAL COMPANY OF QUJING
REGION

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF ZHAOTONG REGION
MOTOR TRANSPORT COMPANY OF ZHAOTONG REGION
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF SIMAO REGION

TRANSPORT COMPANY OF SIMAO REGION

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF DIQING TIBET AUTONOMOUS PRE-
FECTURE

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF BAOSHAN REGION

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF LIJIANG REGION

TRANSPORT AFFAIRS ADMINISTRATION OF HONGHE HANI AND Y| AU-
TONOMOUS PREFECTURE

LOCAL ROAD ADMINISTRATION OF HONGHE HANI AND YI AUTONOMOUS
PREFECTURE
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COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF XISHUANGBANNA DAl  AU-
W TONOMOUS REGION
COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF CHUXIONG YI AUTONOMOUS PRE-
FECTURE

7] COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF CHUXIONG CITY

NO. 4 ROAD AND BRIDGE ENGINEERING COMPANY OF YUNNAN
PROVINCE

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF DALI BAI AUTONOMOUS PREFEC-
TURE

COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF NUJIANG LISU AUTONOMOUS PRE-
FECTTURE

INDUSTRIAL COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF DONGCHUAN CITY
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COMMUNICATIONS BUREAU OF LINCHANG REGION

MOTOR TRANSPORT AND TRADING GENERAL COMPANY OF LIN-
CHANG REGION
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AL E—ABFRTIZANG 162 ggb\}lr\?()oEAD AND BRIDGE ENGINEERING COMPANY OF YUNNAN

®AARNR TIER 5151550 [TE] JOINT RECONSTRUCTION HEADQUARTERS OF KUNHE ROAD
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Road transport makes up the main part of the transport in Yunnan Province. The passenger and freight trans-
port make up 89 per cent and 91 per cent of the total transpogt volume respectively in the province, which enjoys
an important position in the economic construction of the province.

In an effort to strengthen the road transport administration, the province set up and improved the 4— level ad-
ministration system of the province, prefecture, county and township on the basis of the provincial administration
department in 1991, which are responsible for the administration of road passenger and freight transport, con-
veyance, loading and unloading, motor repair and transport service.

A market— oriented administration system of road freight transport in the province is being implémented step
by step. All the transport businesses will be performed on the basis of the market laws, with the goods for emer-
gency and disaster relief excluded, which are transported under the direction of the government. With its rapid in-
crease in the passenger transport, the province now has 2900 long—distance passenger transport lines with a dai-
ly bus run volume of 9000, which have formed a road network with trunk lines and branch lines and cities connected
with each other. There are buses ranging from high, medium and low in grades, including comfortable buses, lux-
urious buses, sleeper buses and night buses and buses in different sizes, which have made the passenger trans-
port service in the province very adaptable.

The development of road transport has brought about the progress in the trade of motor repair. At present




there are all together more than 6000 moter repair firms, which spread along the roads in both cities and the coun-
try and have become a powerful support for road transport.

Since the reform, a new transport pattern in which competition between state ownership, collective owner-
ship, private ownership and individual ownership is involved has taken shape. The road transport has been very
vigorous and a transport market with both vigour and good order has been formed.
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Present Situation and Future Prospects of the Roads in Yunnan Province.

94 per cent of the 400 000 square kilometers of land in Yunnan Province is
mountainous or semi—mountainous. Road transport makes up the main part of the
communications and transport and is playing a major role in the provincial econo-
my and social development of Yunnan There has been significant progress in
road construction in Yunnan since liberation. In the province are 52.000 km. of
roads above grade 4, including 11600 km. of such famous high grade roads as Di-
anzang, Kunda and Shian and sub— high grade roads. The total roadrle'ngth in the
province has increased 18.7 times over that before 1949.5812 bridges of different
sizes with 135, 300 running meters have been built lhdluding the changhong Bridge
__on the Nanpan River and the Red Flag Bridge on the Nujiang River All the coun-
,, es, 99 per cent of the townsh|ps. 81 per cent of the vnllages. all the 5 national

out of the province and
into high grade roads. "
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NAVIGATION AFFAIRS OFFICE OF THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
OF YUNNAN PROVINCE
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The Province has rich resources of water, with 64 rivers, more than 30 lakes and 14.000 km. of waterways, which belong
in the water systems of Jinsha River, Nanchang River, Nujiang River, Nanpan River, Yuanjiang River and Yinowadi River.

With the development of water transport in the reform, the total length of waterways in the province has increased to 1891
km. with 670 specialized transport boats of more than 20. 000 dwt and about 10, 000 passenger seats. There are 12 shipping
companies, more than 700 ferries and about 1000 ferry — boats in the province.

Now a shipping development pattern with “two rivers and three lakes” as its mainstay has formed. More than 10 long dis-
tance shipping lines to Shanghai, Hefei, Changsha, Xiangfan have gone into operation on the Jinsha River which runs through
the upper reaches of the Yangtze River and the number of ship fleets with 1000 dwt has grown to 10. The province is connected
with Southeast Asia through Nanchang River. The international shipping between Nanchang River and Meigong River in
Xishuangbanna Prefecture and Simao Region has started and has vast prospects. The Dianchi Sea, Erhai Sea and Huxian Lake
are ideal tourist destinations with attractive sights, and there has been a rapid increase in the number of tourist boats.

The navigation Affairs Office is the administrative department for the shipping sector, and is leading the shipping sector of
the whole province in its continuous reform so as to make new contribution to the development of the shipping in Yunnan

Province.
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ROAD PLANNING RECONNOITERING AND DESIGNING INSTI
OF YUNNAN PROVINCE
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This institute was set up in 1965 and is a national grade A road re-
conneitering and designing unit. Staffed with more than 500 people, 200 of

whom have senior or intermediate professional titles, it mainly under-

takes-the planning, feasibility study, reconnaissance and design of roads

of all grades, including express —ways, bridges, channels and airports,
with an annual designing capacity of 1 billion yuan.

Armed with advanced technology and all necessary equipment, the
institute has designed more than 700 items of roads, with a total length of
77000 km. more than 300 bridges of large and medium size and channels,
and has undertaken the reconnaissance and design of 1060 km. of roads
and bridges for 6 countries in Asia and Africa, which won high compli-
ments by the countries concerned.

The institute has accumulated special experience in reconnoitering
and designing roads and bridges in areas like plateau mountains, valleys
mud —and —rock flows and soft earth and has successively been engaged

\ in the appliance of aerial surveys, and the appliance of research achieve-

' ments of the treatment of soft earth base on the high— grade roads and of

the curved —slope ramps. 25 of the road and bridge items have won the
. awards for excellent reconnoissaince and design and for scientific

progress at the national, ministry and provincial levels.
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