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%, HEXZER/E.

XAMEM T T EEAKSHEER, BN XRILHL=ETREANE, RIE—EEHR/SE

BIEXBEETR, FHHART.
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X EEAKFEIETNRRIITERAZ BRI, BEAREE, HEEYH, —FHEFSXD
BEHRERER, AR ABCENRE, HAEREFHEZTREEEFREN,

—RMSNE
(1A Brief Introduction to the Southern A &ERTAY
Society and the Northern Yankee Society it o HlE N
Before the American Civil War
Today our lecture will be focusing on the state of ASRBNBESHEERKRIEIL

affairs in southern and northern America before the Civil (8 BZE R, BRI EELE—1 T
War. We’re going to take up this question initially of it’s EZfESi—XEHEEREEL LN
an old, old, old American question—how peculiar, or 4% ZiFf5ARE?

distinctive, or different is the American South?

initially [i'nifoli] adv. &#1, #sk; &
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The South as an idea, the South and its distinctiveness
was very much there even in the Colonial Period.

@ Travelers from England and elsewhere, France,

who would come to the American colonies and would

travel throughout the colonies, would often comment

on this, that somehow Southerners were different

culturally, attitudinally, behaviorally. And none other

than Thomas Jefferson himself left this famous
description of characterizations of Southerners and
Northerners. He wrote this in the mid-1780s. He was
writing to a foreign—a French—correspondent. And
Thomas Jefferson described the people of the North-
this was in the 1780s now, this is before the cotton
boom and all that he described the people of the North
this way. Jefferson: “Northerners are cool, sober,
laborious, persevering, independent, jealous of their
own liberties, chicaning, superstitious, and hypocritical
in their religion.” Take that Yankees. But Southerners,
he said, “They are fiery, voluptuous, indolent,
unsteady, independent, zealous of their own liberties.”
He changed jealous to zealous there. He’s not over:
“Zealous of their own liberties but trampling on those
of others, generous, candid and without attachment or
pretensions to any religion but that of their own heart.”

Now we can debate what Jefferson got right or wrong

EAEAKIR T AR ELHE
T, BEERERHERNE, mAK
HEBRMRELRBUET , ALMFEE
=, EENR AT RE XEERBI
WRRNIEE, EETFLXHAR—E
FAAEME L, SE LA LR
EEXRE? REAA, ERFEDH - &
EBEABTTHRIZFBNXTEIETA
FEFENHIR, XBESLEM 18 L
80 FRPHAESL— B ZECENEFP
REH, DT - REBHANE 18 H#
22 80 FRMIEFE, X EHRIEERTE
P AT, fhEREI X TR
RIEFAH, FHDHT - REBDRXFH
RAEFAH . "dEFANLE. . 855,
BRI, REEH. RiE XE, @
BRIERFROREGE" XL,
mrEEA AR, iAA . “HRE. FiFE
EiR, WS, RBR. M. AREBEHS"
Sitm AL, XEMZHEEREE, M
BIEATRE, SR . “HNAREE
BHARBRENANE B, MITRHEX
7. AERE, BNXTRE, WAR8
i, RAEEER" WERNTRITR
FEOHT - REDNTLZREXH, B

distinctiveness [di'stinktivnis] n. 4&#kH, XM

Colonial Period iR 3uaf#1, b EMBRLBLERATPETA, 16E18% 2, EARITERARUREGGKRE B4
ANEFREM, FRARLTHELH(OEZFTEMARTHEANR, EOHLTARFL); BHEFTARZLTHE

YT (IR BT A LR GGG KBEK), 16075, XEELTHF-NAREL

gk, e EXEFEL

RS E S TR, 16205, FHAMNEBSRAA L FEHFEMN GRS ELT EAHFHARL, ERLLESR

A MERZE AARARGERAZE S,

Thomas Jefferson 3L A7 - A%k (1743F—1826F), A EA RSB FEIMELEL (18015 —1809%F ) , L2 £
(rEE) (17765 ) L ERFA, AEXAFEALHTRAEYAAEZ—,

boom [bu:m] n. 5%

sober ['soubs] adj. A-#th, FiLey

chicaning [[i'keinin] adj. *F &

voluptuous [va'laptjuss] adj. HF&-izikey, REHEEH
indolent ['indolont] adj. Wit 9

trample on $X%%5; £
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there, or what’s held up, but
do note how he said both sides
were either jealous or zealous
of their own liberties. That
could be an epigraph on this
course, if you like, because in
the end when this Civil War
will finally come both sides
will say over and over and
over again that they are only
fighting for liberty. Everybody

CREJTHORE)

in the Civil War will say
they’re fighting for liberty. In one of the greatest books
ever written on the South, by a Southerner, in particular
Wilbur Cash’s great classic in 1940 called The Mind
of the South, he did something similar to Jefferson,
although he’s focusing only on Southerners here. Cash
was a great journalist, intellectual historian in his own
right, deeply critical of his beloved South. @In fact
it was Cash who wrote a book called The Mind of the
South in which he argued, in part, that the South had
no mind. He didn’t really mean it. He said Southerners
are “Proud, brave, honorable by its”—@The South

is “Proud, brave, honorable by its lights, courteous,

personally generous, loyal, swift to act, often too swift,
but signally effective, sometimes terrible in its actions.
Such was the South at its best,” said Cash, “And such
at its best it remains today.” Then comes a “But”. But

the South, he says, is also characterized by, quote,

The Civil War and Reconstruction Era
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epigraph ['epigra:f] n. #id; X ; 44X

Wilbur Cash % 14 - F4+ (19005F—19414F) , £BHRAitd, ARBELATLAHFNEHPER B L, &

KREBRGARRE “REARRE" LRE,

The Mind of the South W\ % i’ 1 - FHHBW (dHeodib) . AP FT14152A1 5 E£BHK, B—A£XT

(R HFHLH XN H, EHF—SHRAEAFT X4, (ALD8R) Ft.
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courteous ['ka:tjos] adj. A ALHLE; kA
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“Violence, intolerance, aversion, suspicion toward new
ideas, an incapability for analysis, an inclination to act
from feeling rather than from thought, attachment to
fictions and false values, above all too great attachment
to racial values and a tendency to justify cruelty and
injustice”.

What’s distinctive about the
South, especially this Old South?
There’s Shelby Foote to comment
on this. ©®None other than Shelby

the star of Ken Burns’ film series

on the Civil War, that lovely, lovely,

lovely geriatric in a blue shirt that

American women fell in love with

in a documentary film. It’s the

only time in recorded history that
anyone fell in love with anybody
in a documentary. Shelby Foote
said this and who is he speaking
for? “I’m not aware that there is

such a thing as Southern art.” said

WREL - B

Shelby, “At least not if you’re
defining it by technique. If there’s
something distinct about it.” Southern art. “It’s subject
matter and also inner heritage. All Southerners who try to
express themselves in art are very much aware that they
are party to a defeat.” Now, that’s Shelby Foote speaking
for white Southerners. And when Shelby Foote uses the
term “Southerner” he means white Southerners. But party

to a defeat. Or as Walker Percy, the great Southern writer,

W HERRN, WERWK, SARE,
RFIRGEFE, RZAWEES, WED
NARGERERAE, TETEMNE
PREROMER S, LTHRMNES
WEEMKEUES, HEFARBHORR
TR EH @
BAAHAERXRTREE? LHZE
NEZ BB A, B/REE - ERFEX
HIFIR 8, XHF ALK REXH,
REENS - BRHTAKRIER
PN FENZOBRITENE LT
R, BULXRERTE2XEXAN
o XTRERBELELHE——REAR
BLELERAFPHUAYE, BWRLE:E
FFRXFUN, BAMBIXRERTIRR?
"BHRARRIBEAZARIKNE
Fo" WIREEE, "ELMRANET
kE, HTHEEBHZARIK. WR
—ERRBHAFNNE—BAE
R—mBEHAFABEHNE R, FFE
BBIZANTAREBCHNBAA
BB IR AR M — T,
RPR, HREE - EFRROBREA
BA. BYE/RIL - EFER "BA
A" EPNENRR, ELEEMBIEN
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MH—T, AEREB I ZRBNEH
ER—RARm - BAEZEHWAED .
AR AE I AN RXBRICZ % B
0?7 AEFR A A B REBEIL”

aversion [o'va:fon] n. R&E; itRMAA
geriatric [d3eri'ztrik] n. ZFRA; REEA

Walker Percy X % - 388 (19165F—1990%F ) , £BF L4 K, 19165 HATHHE M,

(AEPHA)

WA KA FRADFG LKA, RIARRIPIFFod, RPERRLFELARFAS L, K - 0H6 et

SEA (KB E) | (E2ME45) .
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(EETHERE) |
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was once asked in effect, “Why do Southerners have such
long memories? They don’t seem to forget anything.”
And he gave a simple, straight, declarative answer. He
said, “Because we lost the war.” We lost. Loss always, I
think, almost always, especially in modern history, has led
to longer, deeper, troubled memories. But Shelby wasn’t
speaking for all Southerners there.

But let’s go back to the Old South, this Old South
that got the United States in so much trouble. Although it
wasn’t all their fault. First of all, it’s worth remembering
there are a lot of clear, undeniable similarities of all kinds,
things you can measure, between South and North in the
40 years before the Civil War. The North and the South had
roughly, as the Northern and Southern states, the Free states
and Slave states, had roughly the same geographic size.
They spoke the same language, English, although in very
different regional dialects, of course. They had common
heroes and common customs and a certain common
heritage of the American Revolution.

The antebellum Southern economy became by the
1820s, without any question, a slave economy. And by
the 1820s and 1830s the American South became what
I think was the fifth slave society in human history,
maybe the sixth. This is debatable. Now, for a long time
in American scholarship and in American classrooms
one of the deep mythologies about this whole story of
the era of the American Civil War in the Old South is
that the Old South’s plantation economy was dying out.
Soil was being eroded and wasted along the Eastern
seaboard, and they were using up the great soils of
the Mississippi Valley and over time that slave system

The Civil War and Reconstruction Era
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undeniable [Andi'naiobl] adj. R T EHFiN; LT EH#e
antebellum [&nti'belom] adj. ( £ B ik ) K478
seaboard ['si:bo:d] n. #i%; Bk ; HRX
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just somehow was going to work out. They discovered
that slavery was extremely profitable. The Southern
economy was booming. The South had its greatest
cotton crop ever in 1860. It was affected by the major
American depressions of 1837, 1857, but not as much
as the North. ®And, look and behold, that idea we
had of the Southern planter as this, you know, kind of

anti-modern. Don’t give up entirely on the anti-modern
label. I think there’s still something to that but that
anti-modern kind of backward-looking planter who
didn’t really like world markets, didn’t like railroads
and trains and all that stuff. He just wanted to make a
decent little living if he could of growing some hemp
and some tobacco and some indigo and some rice and
some cotton, and he was good to his slaves. (7)They
had a bad break coming from Africa but that’s the way
it goes. We now know, if we know anything about the
Old South, the average American planter, the average
American slaveholder, small ones and big ones, were
raging capitalists. They understood markets. They
understood profits. They were men of rational choice,
and the way to wealth in the American South the way
to wealth, even before the cotton gin but especially
after Eli Whitney’s cotton gin. The cotton crop nearly
doubled every decade from 1820 to 1860. Four decades
in a row the production of American cotton nearly
doubled. Now think of another product in American
history that doubled every decade for four decades, and

ERH R tNEZINEREBEE,
BANEFXRMAR. E3R, 1860
FRRETETRE T A B LLERN
BEL%. BR, BIENTEHZT%E
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behold [bi'hould] vi. A; i2A; -+ AA

backward-looking ['b&kwad'lukin] adj. #%F&); B4¢; =Mt X

decent ['di:sont] adj. 134k#4; 48545464

raging ['reid3in] adj. £4.69; HA KM
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then imagine that that product became the country’s,
without question, absolute largest export. Already by
1825—that early the South was the world’s largest
supplier of cotton and fueling now this Industrial
Revolution in textile production in Great Britain and
other places.

Then how successful was the cotton boom, how
important was the cotton boom, what is the relationship
between the spread of slavery, the spread of cotton, and
power? By 1860 there were approximately 4000000 slaves
in the United States, the second largest slave society in the
world. The only one larger was Russian serfdom. Brazil
was close. But in 1860 American slaves, as a financial
asset, were worth approximately three and a half billion
dollars that’s just as property. Three and a half billion
dollars was the net worth, roughly, of slaves in 1860. In
today’s dollars that would be approximately seventy-five
billion dollars. In 1860 slaves as an asset were worth more
than all of America’s manufacturing, all of the railroads, all
of the productive capacity of the United States put together.
Slaves were the single largest, by far, financial asset of
property in the entire American economy. The only thing
worth more than the slaves in the American economy of
the 1850s was the land itself, B)and no one can really put a
dollar value on all of the land of North America. If you’re

looking to begin to understand why the South will begin
to defend this system, and defend this society, and worry
about its shrinking, and worry about a political culture from
the North that is really beginning to criticize them, think
three and a half billion dollars and the largest financial

asset in American society.

The Civil War and Reconstruction Era
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