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Are Americans Free Eno_tEh?

In an online discussion
about American freedom,
Stevens says,

Society becomes
conscious about freedom
when there is a strong

impetus within that
society also to take away the freedoms. So freedom is a
conscious and collective expression against the negation
of freedoms.

What differentiates freedom from anarchy is the
purpose of freedom. When expressions are guided by
higher moral principles and carried out within the
framework of personal responsibility, it is called
freedom.

One person’s freedom could be
another person’s hell. Just as
imposing one man’s freedom on
another can be called negation of
freedom, imposing the responsibility
for one man’s freedom on others can
also be called negation of freedom.
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Person should exercise only those freedoms that one is
able to take responsibility for. One cannot shift all
freedoms to individual and all responsibilities to a
collective or state.

Freedom should not be state-sponsored but
individual sponsored. When state sponsors freedom, it
directs freedoms only in certain areas in what it
considers to be a politically correct. Thus freedoms are
politicized and become subject of partisan special
interests. All is fair in politics. When freedoms are
politicized, they become a fair game in politics.

In a genuine democracy, freedoms of people
cannot be taken away. Conformity should not by
enforced by any including state. State should not have
such an absolute right to demand conformity. State
should not force people to foot the bill for other people’s
freedoms. Let people make choices and pay for them.
Imposition of responsibility on others is worse than
imposition of one person’s freedom on others. One
person’s freedom ends where someone else’s freedom
begins. Keep your freedom to yourself and keep the
consequences of your freedom to yourself. Freedom
can remain viable only within such a discipline.

Nation is not just made up of individuals. Nation
is an expression of so many entities, groups, institutions,
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and spheres—past, present and future. They all should
have the same right to freedom. Nation has to
administer them all and make sure that they also survive,
propagate and prosper. When state directs the individual
freedoms only in such directions so as to negate the
freedoms at other levels and spheres, state becomes a ;\
hostile steward of the nationhood. Sooner of later, such
state apparatus has to be discarded by the nation in ondcrm
for nation to remain healthy. State is devised to se

the nation. State cannot become a master of Mm
cannot use individual freedom as bait and do
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Are individual freedoms absolute? Th
we criminalize freedoms that are exerci
laws? This means we accept that freedom iﬁ ' ' | ' ' ‘
absolute. Individual freedoms must be cens -
collective good, which is expressed
It is OK to take away individual freedom if there is a
collective good involved. And who has the freedom to
define what is collective good? Not individuals. Only
state and collective process have got the right to define
collective good. Once gain, the totalitarian state has
granted itself a total monopoly here. Why not let all
institutions and spheres and groups arrive at their own
set of common good for their effective functioning?
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Just as individual s allowed to arrive at his/her own
common good/sell-interests. Jusl as Individual
freedoms have to conform to individual’s self-interests.
Just as state arrives at its common good and tries to
make everybody including individuals conform to that.
Why should this right to determine self-interest not be
available to all other institutions, spheres and groups?
They all should have the same right to subordinate
individual freedoms for greater good and self-interests
of each institution, sphere and group. Individuals should
have the right not to be part of any institution, sphere
or group but their politics should also not be directed at
those individuals who want to be part of such
instiwutions, sphere or group. Only spirit of non-
interference and non-encroachment by each entity, by
each sphere and each group in the affairs of others could
make such freedoms viable. Such a spirit is missing
precisely because of evil designs of secular democratic
state. Individual freedoms are granted and directed only
towards negation of such a spirit.

Let there be a free for all freedoms at all levels.
Let each be responsible for ones own freedoms. People
will patronize only those freedoms that are best for them,
Freedoms that cannot be sustained by people will die
away. Freedoms will prosper or die on their own merit.
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Nobody will be able to blame others for ones choices.
People will become extra conscious about their
freedoms and choices. It will elevate the exercise of
freedom from lowest denominators to ones that truly
serve higher purpose. People will freely shun choices
that bring pain and adopt freedoms that bring happiness.
When people can get away by blaming others or by
shifting responsibilities to a collective, it makes even
painful and victimizing freedoms and choices and
pleasures viable. Let them live or die on their own
feet, on their own merit or demerit. Secular democratic
state has to move over in order to make this happen.
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Liberalism Is the Problem
yv .

After thinking more about all
that mess in Yugoslavia I
understand the following:
the problem is neither
American stupidity and

arrogance, nor European
servile blindness.

The problem lies rather in philosophical field than
in economical, military, and political—whatever. The
problem is liberalism itself—all those free market, free
speech, human rights and so on.

I do not mean to imply those mentioned things as
values—they are great, but as a standard. The one that
is being established by the West as the only right and
just, as the comprehensive wisdom. The one that all
the World must obey. And the one that has become an
excuse to kill.

All the “brilliant theories” always lead to tyranny.
It doesn’t matter whether it is a tyranny of a person ora
tyranny of a flock. Actually, I never could imagine that
western liberalism might have ended with the same
result. Now let you look at the most elaborated model
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of it—American one, People there are afraid every
awkward motion or they’ll be sued for sexual, racial or
sth. else harassment. Stupid political correctness stifles
them. Many (may be meost) of them cavil police every
time when someone behaves too loudly in their
neighborhood or drinks beer driving a car. They doesn’t
want to take a trouble to explain any perplexities of
something to themselves-—they have an excellent
comprehensive answer: “because this is a right (wrong)
thing to do” (I’m not exaggerating—just skim through
polls and opinions in U.S. media). Is that freedom? And
all that is just the beginning of developing of modern
distorted American liberalism. What will be its coda?

Well, I'm sure every nation has a right to live its
own way. So Americans, undoubtfully, have. However
they impose their “modus vivendis” on all the world.
In this single minute they are killing people in
Yugoslavia to intrude their notions about proper life on
the Serbs. And if we agree that is “a right thing to do”,
we must prepare our grandchildren to live in a society
which Orwell described in 7984,

Shawn says in response to “Liberalism is the
problem™:

1 don’t think you could have summed it up any
better. Liberalism is the problem, and will remain to be



