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An Artistic Album by Qu Jingen
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Someone says this is "a time of reading pictures”. Photography has replaced literature to extensive extent. There is a boom that no one will ignore.
Photography has its artistic creation and appreciation value as an independent artistic form. As a worldwide communicating media, it can record,
describe and highlight the reality. Modern life is indispensable with photograph. The relationship between human being and photography will be more
extensive and more intimate as the development of the society.

Let me say something about the photography at first. The photography technology has been introduced to China soon after iis birth. There are photo
shops established by foreigners at Shanghai and Guangzhou in the middle of 19th century. Mr. Wang Tao described in his diary the photography that he
had seen at French photo shop in Shanghai in 1858. Most of the customers were prostitutes who didn't fear the new wizardly technology. At the late 191h
century, it hecame means of news recording. There are lots of pictures recording new things such as swimming, racing and death execution in those
days’ pictorials. In 19205, Cheng wangli, a Suzhounese, published the first artistic album and organized the first photography club in China. He
endeavored to iransfer the photography from technology to arts. As with this innovate attitude, photography has become a centuries-old iradition in
Suzhou. Nowadays there are lots af photography lovers, many full- fledged photo clubs and famous photograph artists in Suzhou. Each of their pictures
has its strong point, but in general, they are "salonism ", which are more expressionistic with more emphasis on artistic creaniviry.

As popular arts, photography is also "easy to start, but difficult to be an expert”. It is photographing by taking pictures of children at home; it is also
photagraphing by taking pictures on travels, especially of places rarely visited. But it takes great efforts to make a hobby to be arts. To be an artist, vou
must dedicate to it, cultivate own artistic favor. Diligence and perseverance are inseparable virtues of a successful artist.

It is an hanor to read the Passionate Momenis, the artistic album of Mr Qu jingen. When [ met him firse time, I am not an expert in photography, so
had no specific comments although I liked it very much. As the album covers a lot of topics, characters, stills life, scenery and folk-custom, it appears a
litele bit miscellaneous, and it is difficult to identify his personality and his favor. I suggest that it is better to compile an album focusing on one specific
topic. Since then, with more contacts with him, I find he is more infatuated with photagraphy, mavbe be crazy about it. In his world, every thing become
very important if it relates to photography. He dedicates to it, and benefits a lot from it. Some times he is very proud. He showed off a few new piclures
and said:"Blast, blast." We all smiled, and appreciated his deligence. As to my opinion, this is indispensable 1o be successful. Without this spirit.
without the sense of life, without the impaci from ouiside world, I am afraid he will not achieve such success.

This album is the fruit of his travel to Xingfiang and Ganshu provinces in the fall of 2002, Xingjiang is several thousand miles from Suzhou, (he city he
lives. There is not only the geographical distance, but also the stark difference of folk-custom and culinre background. {t is different in taking pictures
of the mountains and valleys, grassiand and jokuls, majesiic pass and old roads, ancient tombs and beautiful ladies from a unique point of view of a
Suzhounese. Recording the coarse things with fine technigues in lyric sense deploys the artistic conceplion as “Straight smoke in the wasteland,
Beautiful suneast in the endless skyv. " or"The wind breaks the grass of Tianshan mountain, The moon disappears at the fooi of Kunlun peak.”

As the "Passionate West"” is going to be published, [ was asked to prepare a prelude for it. Mayvbe he needed opinions from a non-expert, an ardinary
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reader to express something different. I accepted, but [ am sorry to procrastinate it until now.
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FOLK-CUSTOM OF THE WEST

The breath of the wind wakes up the sands
Desolate, affluent, mysterious
What do you look like?

You are beautiful

A

\/



WEERTER
(BUBZRIFRRNRR. MOLEEE. \EOERE . RETRFE)L. BRIERERR)

SHABAY & DEER ANGLE GRASSLAND

(Green mountain and white cloud is your immortal spirit, love your generosity, | wish to be a sheep, living in your world)
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GRASSLAND OF QI TAI COUNTY, CHANGJI HUI AUTONOMOUS STATE
( Wind of wasteland delight the horses)
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LAKE SELIMU

(Rivers & lakes, essentials of lives, the glory of grassland )
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LAKE SELIMU IN SOUTHERN XINGJIANG

(The holy lake breeds every soul of grassland)
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(The home of pious family)




FESOBRARA EREREWESR
LARGE AREA OF WHEAT FORMS A BEAUTIFUL PATTERN IN QITAI COUNTY
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THE AFTERGLOW OF THE GRASSLAND APPEARS PAVONINE
(Red, Yellow, Green, colorful grassland)
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PMMESTS, FBREMX KA QBRZE
BLOOMING SUNFLOWERS IN EARLY AUTUMN AT SOUTHERN XINGJIANG
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(Sunflower under white cloud, enmeshed in hopes)
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NALATI GRASSLAND IN XINYUAN COUNTY, YILI

(Green grassland, red house, go home with my lovely horse)
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OLD WILLOW IN DESERT

ITEER
GRASSLAND IN NORTHERN XINGJIANG
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AT THE NORTHERN FOOT OF TIAN SHAN MOUNTAIN

(The nordic families at the foot of the great mountain, the breath of the nature, free and delight )




