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Constructions: A Construction Grammar
Approach to Argument Structure
Preface to the Chinese Edition

When 1 wrote my dissertation in 1992, the prevailing view among linguists
was that the main verb determined the overall form and meaning of a sentence.
This viewpoint was assumed in most works harking back to the introduction of
subcategorization frames, and was true even of the version of Construction
Grammar that was then being developed by Fillmore and Kay at Berkeley. The
suggestion in this book, that argument structure constructions should be
recognized as having a life of their own, was strengthened by independent,
concurrent work on “syntactic bootstrapping” by Lila Gleitman and by work on
similar problems by Ray Jackendoff.

Since the 1990s, there has been a growing trend toward recognizing the
semantic contribution of syntactic frames, even among those who had earlier
argued for lexicalist positions. In fact, the idea that constructions convey
meaning has become fairly commonplace even among generative syntacticians.

I believe at this point there is some danger of allowing the pendulum to
swing too far in the other direction; some generativists have argued that verbs
do virtually no grammatical work, that constructions are all that is needed for
syntax. Clearly this extreme view is wrong: we retain a great deal of
knowledge about the properties and distribution of individual verbs (ecf.
chapters 2 and 5). Moreover, it is likely that constructions emerge from a
process of generalizing over verbs.

But overall, it is a very exciting moment in linguistics, with more
researchers adopting empirical methods of experimentation and corpus based
research. Researchers from a variety of backgrounds have converged on the key
idea that our knowledge of language consists of form-function correspondences.
I have every hope that the future will bring more methodological and
theoretical convergence to our field.

For this Chinese translation of Constructions, 1 am most grateful to Haibo



ISR 1

Wu, for his extremely careful work. He alerted me to typos and infelicities in
the English version, and suggested helpful corrections. Due to his work, 1
believe this Chinese version is more accurate than the original book.

My newer work emphasizes the usage-based nature of our knowledge of
grammar and tries to address two challenges to the constructionist approach:
how and why are constructions learned? And how can generalizations across

constructions (and across languages) be accounted for? But that is the subject

of another book. ..

Adele Goldberg
Princeton University, 2006
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